Ekklesia – wk 2 – The People – look who just walked in
Church is often the same people who show up - to sit in the same seats, week after week- same routine- same songs - same offering - to hear a sermon. But… one week he walks in - can’t help but notice, they’ve heard of him – in organized crime, a hit man - everyone knew who he was – even killed some of their friends. No one knew what to do… nervous - no one would talk to him - came by himself, sat by himself, left by himself – he deserved it, they thought. He didn’t come back for 3 years and when he did - same thing happened – so he left to find a place that would accept him… and he did 100’s miles away. 
This actually happened - similar events happen each Sunday

The only difference is that this guy ended up writing the majority of our New Testament… his name was Paul
Maybe we need to see Paul for who he was - a man w/ a horrible past who walked into a church & wondered if he’d ever find grace. 
1 Tim by Paul to Tim - Ephesus - 4th largest – 2nd most important in Rome - modern – medical - religion (Temple of Artemis / Dianna - wonder of ancient world) Celsus Library – large Arenas – busy harbor
This is a letter to Tim from Paul about how to do church God’s way?
(Last week: God’s church blueprint – foundation of solid bible teaching how to recognize the bogus from the real deal – this week) 1 Timothy 1:12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: (let me tell you something important) Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
The blue prints – and before he gets to church leadership – worship guidelines – how to treat each others… He reminds Timothy this is who I was… Don’t forget because this is what church is about… 
Don’t get so caught up doing church that you forget what it’s about… remember – don’t lose sight of this 

When he walked in he knew nothing about how things were done or usually went – all he knew what that he was looking for grace… eyes rolled – parents moved their kids – people began to talk… 

(It was years later – they realized something was different - He tells Timothy) 

13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. (Mercy = not getting what I deserve - Mercy and grace are different) 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (Grace - getting what I don’t deserve)
Think about it - If there really is a God that made us – and told us how to live and we disobey – he has every reason to squash us.

Mercy says I’m not going to give you what you deserve

Grace says I’m going to give you what you don’t deserve

The only reason we are here is because of God’s mercy and grace

Every letter Paul rights he talks about God’s unmerited grace – 

SO WHAT’S SO AMAZING ABOUT GRACE & MERCY 
3 things Paul’s life teaches us about Grace – 
It does not just happen - 1. YOU HAVE TO RECEIVE IT
Paul was a spokesperson for grace. I’m not just an apostle. I’m a…
· Real grace frees us from our guilt and shame.
13 though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man (He told it all) Don’t bring that up – people who did not know him were like yeah right – (no really, I’ll show some moves) – Was he trying to ruin his own reputation… no he understood he was free from guilt and shame
That is how you know you are free from your past – you talk about it. You know that’s not you anymore - you are redeemed. 
The bible is full of people who blew it (name a few) – the bible tells it all - no white wash - because God’s grace frees from shame and regret
Paul writes - Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
This is not just about just forgiveness – but freedom from our past. freedom from guilt / shame – regret – foolish choices – bad habits.
Paul is telling us we can be free from the skeletons in the closet

Grace – doesn’t care where you’ve been – what you’ve done. Freedom is not forgetting what we’ve done, but remembering who God is

Paul did not sweep his past under the rug – he reminded people – this is who I was – now look at me. * Before and after photos – funny or serious) are powerful and inspiring…
· It is not about who we are or what we did, but what Christ has done and who we are in Him.
We hear about Paul– but rarely do we see it – so let’s take a look  

Acts 7 - Paul sanctioned the first Christian martyr then - Acts 8:1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison.

Acts 9:1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 
He says about himself - Acts 26:9 "I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished and beaten, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them. (He was one angry bad dude) 
Galatians 1:13 - For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 
We often think of Paul as this great guy. We forget who he was It’s important to remember - that is the purpose of the church.
In almost every letter he says – remember who I am – he’s saying don’t forget this is what we are to be about… because people are coming in just like me - That’s why grace is not about who we are or what we did
Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.

But it does not just happen – we must receive it… 
Acts 2:21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
Matthew 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.
That’s why baptism is so powerful: it says, I was this, now I am
1 Cor 15 – Paul calls himself the least of all apostles because of what he did… and the chief of sinners - if God can reach him he can reach anyone… (Grace and mercy is - you can’t earn or deserve it - but we must receive it)
2. YOU HAVE TO LIVE IT:
· That means I am no longer in charge
v12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service (This life is no longer mine)
When someone shows you that kind of mercy / grace he received – you don’t just blow it off 

Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
When you truly understand grace, you realize you are not your own… you’re under new management.  (Taco Bueno – what a different new management makes) 
Our response to grace – Is I will follow you – my life is yours 

· That means - Faithfulness precedes usefulness.
1:12 - I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, (Jesus enabled, empowered me) that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 
In God’s order – because of his mercy and grace – our usefulness (by God) enablement is based on our faithfulness – not our tenure – connections – skills – years of knowledge. 
You want to be used by God – be faithful where you are – be faithful with what God has given you already. Consistent and obedient to God.  
Why did David get picked – the sheep, the lion and a bear
Why 3 young men in Daniel – because they did cafeteria duty faithfully 

Why did God use those wreak filled heroes – faithfulness

3. YOU HAVE TO GIVE IT
· That means loving those who Jesus loves
1:15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…
Jesus didn’t just love those around him or just his family – but he sought out those who were unloved and rejected by others.
Luke 19:10 - For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

Jesus reached out to everyone – poor, rich, popular, outcast, peaceful, violent, clean, unclean, those trying their best in religion and those running from God as fast as they can. 
John 15:12 - My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
That is done with mercy and grace 

Are their people around you that need mercy that need grace? 
Jesus was condemned for who he hung around with – we are to hang out with those people too – it was given to me – I want to give it – 
Paul experience this first hand – it was his life / reality – 1 Tim 1:16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.
Can you love others the way Jesus loves? Christians often struggles with this one… we want to take a stand against immorality and hold us godly standards (which is good), but we end up shooting down others and alienating ourselves from those Jesus came to reach.
We like to dress up for church – we smell better – act better – pretend we have it together - then judge others who don’t… we are missing the point of Ekklesia! 
Paul is saying don’t forget who I was – church is to be place where anyone can come and fell loved

· It results in in giving thankfulness and worship to God
(The result of 12-16) 1 Timothy 1:17 - Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. (theology in this verse) 
Remember what I did, and what God did… now thank God!

It came at a high price, given freely but amazingly expensive…

Because of what he did – I live with thankfulness and worship

Do you ever have trouble worshiping – two things:
· Maybe you forgot who you were
You got to the place where you actually feel you deserve this. What a dangerous place… arrogance – pride

· Maybe you forgot what he’s done
you forgot his grace – his blood – his passion

You see as we read through 1 Tim and discover church God’s way – 
Paul is reminding us – before we get there - we must remember… who church is for… 

For those who need mercy – grace – People like me – like you – who don’t deserve it or can ever earn it – or can ever live up to it. 
But can receive it and in turn live and give it away

The web is full of anti church sites… people who were burned – who left – the main theme – how Christians treat others… If only they could see the grace and mercy of God… in us. That is Ekklesia.
