Ekklesia – wk 3 – The Tough Stuff / Did it really say that?
THE PROBLEM with scripture is…  
· Not every passage in the Bible is crystal clear
Either you think it’s obscure and open to interpretation or B&W clear. As a result, good hearted people come up with different views

     The truth is some parts we don’t have a clue as to what it means

THE PROBLEM with us is… 

· We often, we argue over the unclear & ignore the crystal clear
I.E. - Most think a good long study of revelation would be great – Why? Because we don’t understand it – problem is most teachers don’t know for sure either - so we all speculate - which leads to…
THE PROBLEM with us is… 

· We don’t know how to agree to disagree
Many Christians have a problem with this especially if we feel passionate about it. I’m pretty sure we don’t all agree about everything.    
Today we will take a look at some guidelines for dealing with controversial scriptures and then take a look at some in 1 Tim 2
Livingway is a church that strives to keep unity – in this room we have different views on certain points of scripture – it’s a part of Ekklesia 
Today’s passage teaches us as a church how to keep Jesus at the center, how to disagree, and - how interpret the tough stuff.
Paul to Timothy in Ephesus – How to do Ekklesia God’s way 
Today a potpourri of ideas - some used to attack - and some confusing
How to deal with a Controversial passages: 

1st - THE EASY STUFF - 1 Timothy 1:18-20
We see it - they have good intentions, church, new habits, then… 

Paul reminds Tim of some guys who did not stand strong… 1 Timothy 1:18 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, (prayed in and spoken over as the leader) so that by following them you may fight the good fight, (don’t give up – carry on!) 19 holding on to (2 things) faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected (thrown overboard) these and so have shipwrecked their faith. (powerful imagery - in ruin, damaged) 20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, (not afraid to name names) whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme. 
These guys were on the inside and got off track – they rejected true doctrine and followed a false. Mentioned again in 2 Tim – their false teaching is like spreading decaying rotting flesh. 
Paul followed Jesus’ Matt 18 – Attempted to correct – but if they want to run, run… leaving the protective family of Ekklesia – perhaps they’ll learn.
What was it that shipwrecked their faith? How did they get so off track?
1 Tim 1:18b …you may fight the good fight, 19 holding on to faith (God I trust you – you’re in control) and a good conscience. (obedience & good conduct) Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.
How a Good Start Goes Awry: 
1. We stop trusting God 
When we stop trusting God. What if God does not know best, what if he is not good, what if he’s not there or does not care, what if He is not all powerful, what if his will is not good for me…
2. We stop obeying God
When we stop obeying God’s word. What if it’s out of date, what if it does not apply anymore, what if it’s wrong. I don’t like what it says, I won’t do that, my way is better, I know what’s best for me…
How to fight the good fight – Hold on to 2 things: Faith (trust God) and a good conscience (Obey God) Tim this is how it lasts!

Sometimes we make knowing God so complex... simply - Trust & Obey

When we stop trusting God (his will, his word, & his ways) the result is we stop obeying God because we do not think He knows best
Paul says remember these  guys and how easy it is loose track – they were active, regular, leaders… and but then they…
(Paul says you want to win the fight of life – trust – Obey – and pray!) 1 Tim 2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone… 
3. We stop praying
That is 1 of three big red flags of a floundering faith
When a Christian is struggling in their walk - I ask 3 simple Q’s: 

· How is your time in God’s word? (hearing God)

· How is your time in God’s family, church? (trust & obey God)

· How is your prayer life? - Are you praying? (pursuing God) 
1 Timothy 2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone… (Ekklesia – 1st we are to pray & seek God)  

Side Note: Different kinds of prayers:
Requests / supplications - for self, according to God’s word and will

Prayer - talking and communicating with the Lord – intimacy

Intercession - prayer for others – family, friends, neighbors, strangers
Thanksgiving - voicing gratitude, thankful heart expressed to God
Who are we to pray for? 1 Timothy 2:1 …for everyone 2 for kings and all those in authority, (Roman Govt. – where they pro-Christian? Or have godly morals? No matter what you think about our govt we are to pray and be thankful – Your prayers are not to be just for the people you like) 

Who are we to pray for? Everyone & everything - Pray the heart of God - God your will be done – in that person – bless them – touch them
Something that has weakened the church - We have traded corporate prayer for corporate politics – we lost focus of our mission. 
If we had a protest (a lot would come) but a prayer meeting…
The early church was not marching on city hall – they were trusting the all mighty, obeying and praying for their leaders – being a light and God turned the world upside down – one by one… 
That does not mean we are not involved – we are to stand against injustice, but that we understand the real power for change in lives is fought through prayer

Why pray like this? 2b …so that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. (That is God’s goal, not to wipe them out, but to save as many who will come… Christians so often want people wiped out… God smite them with hemorrhoids – take him out – That’s not his heart) 
Why pray like this? 
So, we may live in peace and others may know the truth of Jesus. 
The world needs peace - The peace of God in us can touch the lives of those around us – an environment for change
Ezekiel 33:11 - Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live… (When God says all - he means it… the worst of the worst)
Paul then spells in out clearly – this is not a fuzzy fluid issue – 1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all (the cross) -- the testimony given in its proper time. (Sent when the time was right) 7 And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle--I am telling the truth, I am not lying--and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles. (Gentile = those considered lost) 

This is the true faith for everyone. Jesus is the one and only way to the Father! He is both God and man! Mediator and ransom! This is why we gather, why we sing, why we pray, what we preach! JESUS!
Ekklesia: is a gathering of Christ followers & Christ seekers. We are to encourage each other to; Trust God, Obey God, Pursue God. 

Dealing w/ Controversial passages: NOW FOR THE HARD STUFF
What’s A Man to Do? 1 Timothy 2:8 - I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, (posture of humility and surrender - Holy hands – set apart / lives that reflect Jesus) without anger or disputing. (KJV - wrath & doubting) 
When we pray - God wants holiness and harmony 
- Holiness - walking in obedience – there is no façade - authentic
- Harmony – with others - your relationships – get along!
A Lack of these 2 things more than anything else can hinder your prayers: 1. Habitual sin in our life - and 2. Unforgiveness toward others

Bible speaks often about both and how they hinder our prayer life 
Nothing controversial there - Then Paul shares What’s a woman to do?
1 Timothy 2:9-15 - I also want women to dress modestly, (sounds good so far…) with decency and propriety, (okay sounds reasonable) not with braided hair (well, that’s strange) or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, (What?? Anybody here w/ braided hair, jewelry – nice clothes…) 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. (Do we to take that seriously? – Well… it gets worse) 11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. (Then it get’s really wild) 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. (Not very PC) 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. (That’s means Adam knew what he was doing…) 15 But women will be saved through childbearing--if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. (What…?)
What does this mean? Are we to still live by this? A battle ground passage. Dividing churches, causing women to leave the faith. Clearing one of the most controversial passages in the bible.
· Let me start by saying – Women are dynamic leaders… 
Understating the Bible
The OT / NT was not written to us. But, it was by God preserved for us. 
Ask yourself: When it was written? Who was it written to? Why was it written? What does it mean for me today? (aka. contextualizing) Also – we are to Interpret with other scripture. 
When? After the events of Acts – sometime around early 60AD. It was the ancient world – Rome empire was under the rule of Nero. 

Who was it written to? Tim and the Ephesus Church / Roman Culture – Goddess led (wonder of ancient world - Temple of Artemus / Dianna)
Why written? To instruct Tim on church life and order. Also dealing with specific issues that church had in Ephesus. 
Remember these are real letters to real people… it may be dealing with an issue there that does not apply to us… how do we know 

So, let’s take this framework and go through it again… 

1 Timothy 2:9 I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, 
In a pagan culture of prostitution, sex as worship, and prosperity

* POINT IS - God desires for us all to honor Him in our appearance 

Not revealing, enticing, or causing weaker person to stumble.

 …not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 
Braided in Roman culture. Large and in charge – expensive – spending hours with pins, ornaments. A way of saying I’m better Than you. For the purpose of attracting attention – arrogance. 
Thru out Bible – clothing, jewelry, and braids were celebrated, but in Ephesus it was a way to separate people & to look down

* POINT - Don’t use your appearance or possessions to look down or separate others 


Obsessed cultural trends and conceitedness. I’m better than…
Famers / selfie insanity / narcissism / looking down on others. 

We are to be people of compassion / love in all economics. 

Instead the challenge is – to clothe yourself… 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.
For us today this is not about braids, clothes, or jewelry, but rather were do you find your true beauty – it’s in Agape (compassion in action). (Pro 31- work, family, God, beauty – her clothes)  
What Paul was saying was most likely a local issue. But the principle of modesty still applies today… Proverbs 11:22 - Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion.
Then Paul says - 11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 
In a culture where women lead – a clear chllange in scripture. in the home and church is – the husband is to lead.
Scripture calls husbands to loving, humble, servant leader of their home and church. Wives help him be a better leader, don’t dominate him.
Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (Have wife stand next to me = we are equal) 
Jesus broke the culture norms for women… 

Acts refers to many women who challenged and taught men, therefore I think this is a cultural context in Ephesus and Corinth. In OT/NT - God uses women in power dynamic ways! 
But, Paul says next – 1 Tim 2:12 I (v.9 – “I”) do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. (lit. peaceful) 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing--if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. (meaning women your greatest legacy will not be Eve – but you, as a mother) 
Again, culturally for Ephesus and Corinth – Paul says – “I do not” this was his instruction for them to insure the services are done in order without chaos. 
* POINT- There is ministry structure in church that is part of God’s plan 
Women are dynamic teachers and leaders. But as we will see – there are some limitations on this – more on this later in 1 Tim. 
Now that I’ve got everyone upset with me – 

WHAT TO DO WHEN THE OTHER SIDE DOESN’T GET IT
1) If it’s black & white and crystal clear – divide over it

Paul said earlier to Tim - Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. (1 Timothy 4:7)
Galatians 1:8-9 - But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! (That is why we as Christians separate ourselves from cults or false teachers.) 
2) If it’s not clear, unity is more important than uniformity.
Our oneness in Christ is more important than our agreement

Remember this when you come across tough passages - 1 Co 13:2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
As I look at scripture, on unclear verses – I may have ways that I see them. But when it comes down to it – our unity is more important…
Our statement of faith:

Unity in essentials – liberty in the non-essentials – love in all things
I hope what you walk away with is not what I think about women in ministry – but rather how to agree to disagree and be in unity (maturity)
Because there is a world out there looking for authentic – mature people – who in love and unity model Jesus Christ 
Follow up - 1 Corinthians 3:1-4; 11:17-19; Romans 14:1-13; John 13:35; Ephesians 4:2-3; 1 Timothy 1:5; 1 Peter 3:8; 4:8; 1 John 4:20-21
