Ekklesia – wk 4 – The List
Missing ingredient in cookies affects the flavor, the enjoyment - taste
So far: The Miss Use, The Main Thing, A Major issue, now A Mark
Timothy as you move to establish a healthy church there are things to look for in your leadership team - minimum requirements.
In fact they apply to us all - volunteers, parents, any Christians
Things to strive for - The Marks of Spiritual Maturity
* A disciple is marked by love and obedience – how the world will know

* A person ready for leadership is marked by some things too -  

Like the space shuttle check list - if one is missing, it’s a no go
A quick fly by of the check list, then we will come back and pick it apart

1 Timothy 3:1-16 - Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer (spiritual leaders – elders / senior pastor), he desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, (not about being in front of people - but can effectively explain what you know to others)

3 not given to drunkenness, (Not a drunk- gives us a glimpse of the early church – they were dysfunctional – many still had issues) not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. (Greedy) 

4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) (Does that disqualify a lot of parents?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 
Then he talk about deacons (other ministry leaders) diff than overseers - 8 Deacons likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 11 In the same way, their wives (wives = women. literally - women deacons) are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 
12 A deacon (servant leader) must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus. 
14 Although I hope to come to you soon, (This is the purpose of 1 Timothy)

I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

Paul gave Titus a similar check list (Titus 1)
See list chart – requirements. 

4 Things To Notice About This List: 
· Spiritual Leadership is not to be taken lightly

1 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer (lead spiritual leaders – elders / senior pastor), he desires a noble task. (Good work – lit honest hard work – a great responsibility)  
Leaders will be judged by God more intensely– held to higher account
James 3:1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. (1 Peter 5:2-3, Acts 20:28, Ezekiel 34:2-5, John 3:30, Pro 16:12, Pro 4:23, Matt 18:6)

It’s not for everyone or anyone, it’s a call of God and a welcome burden  
The main point of this entire passage is this verse
2 “Now the overseer must be above reproach…” (no glaring issues) 
· Spiritual Maturity is about is about progression not perfection 
You’re perfect, but that there is no stand out weakness
Having a consistent pursuit and growth w/ God- walking in godliness This list is something for all to strive for – not just leaders
This list is about the present not the past - where you are - not were
· There is a diff between an Overseer and Deacon 
Main diff – Elders give governing direction (delegation and vision), while a Deacons is the hands & feet of ministry.

Overseer/ bishop: lit “watcher” “ruler”- elder, senior gov. leader) - Men
Deacon (lit. servant leader, ministry leaders & pastors) - Men & women
Ministry leaders, non-senior pastor pastors (Jesus = 12 men)
This is not an option but a command (1 Tim 4:11)
Women are as capable & intelligent as men, with excellent leadership skills - some women are even better leaders than many men

Great women serve in business & politics (judge, police, teacher)

It's no wonder many are offended when discussing this - add to that cultures feminist views and the Bible seems out of date
Three views on this:

(Judges 4; Acts 16:11-15; 18:26; Luke 8:1-3; Romans 16:1-3, 6-7,12; Gal 3:28, Gen 1:27; 2:18; 3:16-17; 1 Corinthians 11:3, 8-9; 14:34,35; 1Timothy 2:11-3:13) 
• Egalitarian – all ministry offices can be led by any gender
• Hierarchical – Women cannot hold any position where they teach men
• Complementarian – men & women can serve in any ministry area except for elders & lead pastor
View of the leadership here at Livingway is Complementarian
God created men and women equal but w/ diff gifts and innate abilities
Our differences tell us how much we need each other - 1 Corinthians 11:11 But among the Lord’s people, women are not independent of men, and men are not independent of women. 

It’s also important to remember that God values people for their service, not for their position or authority. 

Women like men are called to proclaim the gospel to the lost, display the gifts of the Spirit, can lead bible studies, teach a class, lead a ministry, be a deacon, lead worship, serve communion, be ministry staff, receive formal theological training – basically every opportunity in the church except what the Bible considers elder-only duties
· Notice What’s Not In The List:

· Giftedness
I see it all the time – a gifted singer – speaker – preacher – who’s personal life is in shambles – they’re talented, they must be of God…
Paul to - 1 Cor 1:7 – …you are not lacking in any spiritual gift… (few paragraphs later says) 3:1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. (Paul says they are gifted people, but incredibly immature - God is not impressed with your giftedness) (1 Cor 13) 
· Spiritual Power 
If I were to prophecy, cast out a demon and call forth a miracle – what would you think about me… wow he must be a great man of God…
Matthew 7:21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' (God is not looking for spiritual power houses when it comes to leadership) 
· Theological Training
No where in this passage does it require a seminary degree – what you know is not very impressive to God. Are you living out what you know?
John 13:17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
Not just know, but do - God is interested in your character & obedience
· Religious Disciplines
They are important and help us grow – spiritual tools - but we tend to take the tools and make them the rules for leadership. (age isn’t factor) 
Early morning prayer growing up – guilt and control
God is not impressed w/ how many verses we know, pray, or witness 
All of those help us grow spiritually, but they are not spirituality
They’re valued – but not the reason God would use you. 

· Zeal
Hyper dog Christians, if it flows out of your personality great – I’m not 
Some people are mellow some are hyper – God is not looking for a personality type he is looking for a type of heart
This is a List of - The Marks of Maturity: Let’s hit a few major ones 
A HOT SPOT, A BLIND SPOT & THREE SURPRISES:
* The Hot Spot: “Husband of but one wife” 
Some of you might have felt the negative end of this verse… 

Literally it means: A one-woman man – faithful to his wife
Many translate it as you can only be married once… 

What’s the Difference? If it meant you can only be married and once… 
* It eliminates anyone single, divorced, remarried, or widowed 
If you’re remarried or not married raise hand -  that means you’re out. 
* It contradicts the rest of Scripture - Paul was single, widows

* It focuses on marital status, not moral purity - 
Exalting married people above others simply because of their status
* It makes the past more important than the present.
Unfortunately, some denominations have this tradition – in affect making divorce the unforgivable sin.
I guess if you were a drunk, addict, abuser, witch, etc. - you would be put on a speaking circuit – but a divorcee… no way!

1 Corinthians 6:9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, homosexual offenders, 10 thieves, the greedy, drunks, slanderers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 (many of us can raise our hands some of these) And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, (forgiven, clean, new) you were sanctified, (set apart, different) you were justified (declared holy!) in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (God deals more with who we are rather than who were once were… the beauty of the cross - transforms us, we are new)
* In context of the culture the verse is – “don’t be polygamous”
* The Blind Spot: “Not quarrelsome”
1 Tim 3:3 - …not given to drunkenness, (stop getting drunk – period) not violent but gentle, (aggressive - pushy) not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. (greed) 
Christian Bit bulls, watch dog’s - ready to attack, aggressive - Realize, it’s still contentious, even if you’re contentious for the right things
Are they / you – a warriors for God or just quarrelsome & combative…  
Unfortunately, a lot of times these people are made into heroes 
Proverbs 17:19 - He who loves a quarrel loves sin…
* Three Surprises: 

1 Timothy 3:4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?
1) A family under control – (lit. household - in your house) 
2 Reasons why you should make your family your #1 priority in this life
· It’s about God’s priority (1 Co 7:32-35 married people have diff priority)
· It about God’s reputation- Drop all other things, get family together 
1 Timothy 3:6 - He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. (Devil was removed due to pride)
2) Not a recent convert
We can be instantly spiritual, but we can not be instantly mature 

It takes two things to mature: Time and Trials – both shape us 
Proverbs 11:2 - When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.

Spiritual mature – what to look for - this one says a lot
1 Tim 3:7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. (2 Cor 8:21, Pro 3:4, Ro 12:17, 14:18, 1 Pet 2:12)

3) A good reputation with non-Christians
I thought if I was really on fire for God the world would hate me – like they hated Jesus and early Christians. Did the world hate Jesus? No 
It was not the world that crucified him, it was religious leaders

In fact, he was invited to parties – Look in the window you’d see him… not sinning or participating… but reaching out – honoring – loving 
· It is not a sign of selling out – but being like Jesus
We don’t bow to the idols of this world (Daniel & the three - when it was illegal to stand for God) we might be persecuted – but according to Jesus, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for my sake” 
Even Daniel and those 3 were loved by their persecutors
And If we are persecuted, it is for our loving stance for others & our desire to honor God - not for being arrogant jerk at work
If you’re a Christ follower, were you won over by someone you thought was an idiot or by someone who loved you? Likely… it was someone you admired
If we are to be mature – if we are to reach others – we must have a good reputation.
This was an overview, take this home, pick it apart and ask yourself?  

· Do I understand what I am to look for in a leader?

· Am I becoming this kind of person myself?  

