Ekklesia – wk 5 – The Score Board 
Mark 5 – The sun is setting as they reach the beach – in the distant, a man in the rocks – cut, scarred, & bloody – runs to the men on beach –  a confrontation – screaming – “what do you want with me!?” - A face to face w/ the son of God – He was the reason you never walked alone at night – stories told for years. The man gave Jesus a name – Legion! Jesus casts them into pigs. Now clothed and in his right mind – the town afraid asks Jesus to leave. That man of the tombs, “Jesus, please take me with you – nobody wants me here.” “Go back - tell them what I have done for you, and how mercy you were given.” As the boat rolled away – the end of the story.
Jesus later returns to that area - this time, thousands show up… What was the difference? That man went and did what Jesus said to do. He lived it out and spoke it out - to those who knew him best

Can we do that – can we live it out – with those who know us best? 

This series – Church God’s way… Ekklesia – “to assemble / gather” 

Discovering letters from my mom – personal words to those she loved – this is that kind of letter – friend to a friend – a spiritual father to his spiritual son… Tim this is how the Jesus  

(v1-6 next week) 1 Timothy 4:7 - Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.  9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10 (and for this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe. 11 Command and teach these things. (I’ve used this as a verse for teens – it’s directed to a young pastor) 12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 
When I read this next part as a young pastor…
I want to make a difference – leave a mark – score! 
Do you want to make an impact? Lead the ones closest you… Let them see the change – the difference – the growth (that’s what Jesus was telling that man of the tombs – go back and show them – tell them) That is what Paul is telling Timothy. Be the example. Leave a mark!
Tommy Boy – That’ll leave a mark 
Want to leave a mark? It begins with being - “godly”
1 Timothy 4:7 - Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly.
Godly, what does that mean? You are a god? No, it means Godlikeness
* Godliness = Having the character and attitude of God
Paul is saying it is not simply about what you believe but who you are
Want to leave a mark? Do we want our church to leave a mark? 

Godliness is about leaving a mark - Paul say’s Realize this… 
· Godliness doesn’t just happen

Listen to the words Paul uses in this passage: train yourself (v7) we labor and strive (v10) devote yourself (v13) do not neglect (14) be diligent (15) Watch your life (v13) persevere in them (v16)
These words tell us that this is not something that just happens
Just saying a prayer, signing a card, showing up, is not leaving a mark. There are parts of this that are our responsibility 
· Godliness is the only thing that lasts

1Timothy 4:8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 
Your physical body is important (some of you love to work out – great), but your spiritual body (godliness) is eternal and more valuable. 
Some work so hard for this body, this life – it is of some value.  If you invest in your health, sports, hobbies… how much more the eternal? 

Matthew 6:19 - Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
James 4:13-17 - Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 16 As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.  (Keep in mind what is going to last!) 
What are you doing that is going to matter 100 yrs from now? 
We live for the week (Loverboy “working for the weekend”) the month (paying bills) the years (getting a house – paying off debt) What about what will last 100 yrs from now – 1000 yrs from now?
Maturity is the ability to see farther into your future
· How far can you see? What are you storing up for?
Paul reminds the church - don’t get caught up in the temporary: Body, stuff, job, school, portfolio
These things are of value and important, but how much more the eternal? That is what he is saying - have an eternal vision
1 Tim 4:9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10 (and for this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, (Where is your hope? Where do you place your trust?) who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe. 
He says – this is our hope! This is what we strive and labor for and about. Jesus the Savior! That is our hope!!!!

This is our focus as Ekklesia. Tim, you’re a pastor - what you are do here is important - but don’t take your eyes off eternity.
· Godliness will cost you something

It requires Sacrifices 

Matthew 25:14-30 – Want to follow me – loose your life

Matthew 16:24 - Want to follow me – deny yourself - pick up a cross 

Luke 14:33 – Want to follow me – give up everything

Train – labor – strive – devote - do not neglect - be diligent – persevere
Tim, you want to make an impact in this life – it is going to cost you
I thought Jesus was about the things I get – at no cost to me?
How can I make since of Paul’s word? Football sports theme song have football – Yeah! Men heard that and felt God at church… 
What does this godliness thing look like? Paul is writing to a young player – new on the team - Paul the coach, in the locker room, half-time pep talk - this is what you need to understand – to score! To turn the numbers on the score board…
1 Tim 4:13 Until I come devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 

15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
To be a good athlete - you have to
· Eat well: What are you eating? What's going into your life? What are you listening to, reading, watching – what is fueling you? 
4:16 Watch your life and doctrine closely (You want to leave a mark – you need to watch what you are taking in…) 
· Focus well: What is your focus? What direction are you going? 
4:15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 

Are you in a small group – that mid week focus – a community that challenges – which you’re committed to – “given wholly to…”

I’ll tell you one thing - our kids are watching our commitment.
· Train well: God has given us abilities – are you developing them? 
14 Do not neglect your gift… 

Don’t waste your gift – what ever it is – encouragement, grace, mercy, passion, skills… what has God given you and how are you using it?
If this is true (God words) Are you sitting on your gifts? 
When God calls on you will you be ready?
You want to leave a mark – it is going to cost you something – to be that father, mother, husband, wife, friend… eat, focus and train well!
Paul gives us - FIVE QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF
1Timothy 4:12 - Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.
Your speech - 1) Do I want everyone to know what I said today? 
Your life - 2) Do I want everyone to know what I did today? 
Your love - 3) How did I treat the unlovely today? 
Your faith - 4) How did I handle my difficulties today? 
Your purity - 5) Were my motives and thoughts pure today? 
Can your life, actions, thoughts, motives be filmed and shown to you family and friends – Can they follow your example? 

1 Timothy 4:15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. (This is a Process – a daily process) 
· Godliness is a daily decision
“Be diligent in these matters”
V Day – Normandy - WW2 – they were not trying to take over Europe – they were trying to take over a beach - Claim it and move forward – be a beach head!  Start with one beach - attack it. Then move forward. You don’t know where to start - start at home, work, neighbor – be a beach head. 
God is not telling you to do this alone – It is through God’s grace, mercy and the power of God – together (Ekklesia) 
1 Tim 4:16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. (How you live matter & what you believe about Jesus matters) Persevere (endure and stand strong) in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers. (Impacts those around you)
Paul is challenging Tim – Leave a mark– Lead by example. Because an authentic walk before others will impact eternity!
That man in the tombs was sent by Jesus – to go back – and live among those who knew him best and tell them… show them… 
He was not perfect – but he was radically touched by God and he lived his life and left a mark on thousands of people – who decided to come out and find out for themselves who Jesus is. 
Prayer – claim your beachhead 

