Ekklesia – wk 6 – The Legal Eagle  
We’ve been going through 1 Timothy – God’s Manuel for doing Ekklesia. By Paul to Timothy. Finish by Oct 15 (our grand opening) 
Today – Legalism. When you hear that, what comes to mind? Let’s see if you’re right.
Legalism: Any attempt to help God out with extra rules & regulations
Any time we try to reach God our help God out with manmade rules, rituals, or regulations. If we live or teach that certain things will somehow solve, help, or make it possible for someone to know or walk with God. If I do this, God owes me… or will like me better. 
Understand – there is nothing wrong with having rules, rituals, or ceremonies that are Self-imposed to help you gain discipline in God. FUBU - It becomes legalism with you / we impose them on others.
Nothing New Under the Sun: People have always tired to help out God

Every religion in the world is marked by this… Religion is our best efforts to reach God or to know spiritual knowledge. 
It’s an age-old problem - that still plagues us today.

OT – false prophets imposing rules - If you really love god you’ll… 

Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been taught
Matthew 15:7-20 – Jesus uses the same verse to talk about the Pharisees (the religious legalist people of Jesus day)
After Jesus - It crept up fast in the early church (Ekklesia) 

Colossians 2:16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. (churches that impose OT rituals and customs for today) 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.  (V20-23 …often results in a false humility and pride) 
An issue all over the early church, almost mentioned in every letter. Days to worship, food and diet, meat restrictions, circumcision, celibacy, no food offered to idol – Today it’s: music styles, haircuts, tattoos, piercings, TV/movies, alcohol, environmental, political…
The Equations:

* Jesus (faith in who he is & what he has done) + Nothing = Everything
* Jesus + Anything (legalism) = ruins everything

Turning (repentance) to Jesus Christ alone - not your actions, affiliation, diet, or haircut 

Legalism was an issue in Ephesus / Tim – let’s see what Paul says
1 Timothy 4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times (not last times / end of times – as time progresses – it will keep happening)  /  1 Timothy 4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times (BTW – we are still here – no end of the world Sept 23) some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 
1. Not all pastors are good, and not all teachers teach what is right. 

There are false spirits and false leaders (see Colossians 2) 
Apostasy – they depart / abandon the true faith and teaching of Jesus – they become deceivers and false teachers. Doctrines of demons.  Jesus + anything = legalism 
There are false teachers out there… in churches and out of church

Not everyone who wrote a book, had a movie, or a CD is healthy. 

2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, (they say one thing – and do another – they use the Bible to prop up their agenda) whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. (they are not even convicted by their lies – it’s as if their conscience is burned out)
2. Legalism is demonic
1 Timothy 4:1 …some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. (legalism is not that big a deal – yes, it is. It is a teaching that is demonic)
Demonic does not always mean scary images, horns, blood sacrifices, dead cats, & strange symbols (Paul, 2 Co 11:14,15 - Satan comes most often as an angel of light – people doing good works) 
3. Legalism is bondage
1 Tim 4:3 They forbid people to…  (Galatians 3-5 for more on this, “bewitched”)
When following Jesus becomes about rules and do & don’ts - we miss the freedom of Jesus.  (Gal 5 – rules are a yoke of slavery) 
There is a liberty we receive in Jesus – we are free!!!! 

But this freedom does not give us the license to sin. 

And respond to this freedom with lots of rules is legalism. 
Legalism- Faith in my works / License- Faith without works (both deadly)
Liberty – By faith I am forgiven saved, empowered to do good works. 

Galatians 5:13 - For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don't use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.
Paul gives a few examples of legalism Eph. was dealing with – 1 Tim 4:3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, (refence to eating pork and idol meats) which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. 4 For everything God created (lit. every creature – not a pro marijuana verse) is good, and nothing (so called unclean food) is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. (prayer before meals is about thanksgiving)
Consecrated - set aside, holy, God say’s it’s good 
(Gen 1:29, 9:3, Acts 20:17-18, 29-31, Mark 7:14-23, Romans 14:17) 
Interestingly, when we begin to forbid what God allows, we soon begin to allow what God forbids.
1 Tim 4:6 If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, (That’s what I am today 😊) nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed.
4. We are this together – all of in in Ekklesia. 
A good pastor / leader – instructs and points this out. My spiritual health is about living this out too – and following reliable teachers. Even though I am a pastor – we are in this together. We must be anchored in this. (illustration)
A Big Question: Are you making disciples or Pharisees?
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…
What is a disciple? mathetes (math-ay-tes'); a learner, pupil, a follower!  A disciple of Jesus follows in the steps of Jesus
Marked by obedience (Jo 14:15, 21, 23, 15:10, 1 Jo 2:3, 5:3, 2 Jo 1:6)
Identified by compassion (1 Cor 13:1-3, John 13:35)

A disciple is a person of obedience to Jesus and

A person of compassion to the world
A disciple – takes the next step of obedience in their walk with God

Follows Jesus word – and the leading of the Holy Spirit
A discipler – to helps others take the next step in their walk with God 

Helps others follow Jesus – step by step
What Making A Disciple Is Not:

· It is not making a clone (look, act, talk, think, dress like us…) 

We are not making Christian robots – little Ted’s / Mini me’s

We want “mini Christ’s” - Christian = “little Christ”  
· It is not bible knowledge (reading and memorizing the bible) 
It is actually possible to be a disciple and not read the Bible

Not available in 57% of world languages / 1/3 no access / 52% of men will never read a book after formal education.

That's why the church struggles to minister to men - when we emphasize reading scripture as a disciple – we miss the mark 

· It is not church membership (joining / attending does make you…)
However, it is impossible to fulfill the mission of a disciple without being a part of one. We are called to be – Ekklesia!

Being in church does not mean you are a disciple of Jesus!

· It is not spiritual gifts or abilities (speaker/ witness / prayer of faith)
There are spiritual gifts given to the people to help make disciples. But, many make leadership, discipleship…
A group Jesus had open and frequent dialog with – The Pharisees
They loved goodness, and desired to please God, but truly went bad

They loved God’s word, discipline, were respected, lived uncompromised in a culture when it was hard to - here come Jesus calling them snakes, blind men and sons of the devil

While they were running around impressing people, they were depressing Jesus / People said, “Wow!” Jesus said, “Woe!” – Why?

The Pharisees - looked down on others, always tried to impress others, majored on the minors, added extra biblical rules, and had an over-all disdain for sinners…  

BTW - two things that show you have disdain for “sinners” = Pharisee
· When you say – Clean up your act first then we will talk

· When you isolate – separate self from others because they’re lost 

YOU SEE: 

A disciple says – look like Jesus

A Pharisee says – look like me - or that person

A disciple says – pursue one thing (Follow Jesus) 

A Pharisee says – pursue these things (do these things)
Colossians 2:20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”?  (do not - do not – don’t) 
Again - this is not about following the clear B&W of God's word - but adding to them - additional regulations. Thinking that we can somehow get God to love us better or more. 

22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, (an imposter of what true faith looks like) their false humility (I'm closer to God than you, because I do this or do not do this) and their harsh treatment of the body, (self affliction) but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. (They don't really work anyway - they don't deliver what they promise)
Our lustful actions are more than just trying really hard. It's something much deeper inside, it's a heart issue (spiritual) 

True change is an inside job 
Trying to work on the outside without addressing the root issue lacks what is needed to bring real change. 

It's an inside job - Transformation comes from a renewed spirit, mind, & heart. Lasting change starts inside by the Holy Spirit working in us 
Stop trying to armor all your life - you may look good for a while - nice & shiny. But eventually you'll crack (and it stinks) The answer to a cracked broken life... Jesus 
