Ekklesia – wk 7 – The Caring
We’ve been going through God’s Manuel for doing Ekklesia. By Paul to Timothy. * Finish by Oct 15 (grand opening)

1 Tim 3:15 (I am writing so that you may) know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. (Paul is not giving just advice – but clear instruction – the priorities of a healthy church.) 

Today – How to care for the people and the pastor of Ekklesia
The People – Caring for each other in Ekklesia 
1 Timothy 5:1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, (it does not say not to rebuke – just don’t do it harshly) but exhort him as if he were your father. (sometimes you need to have a talk with your dad) Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.
1. We are to treat people in church as our own family.

Older men as father, older women as mothers, others like brothers & sisters
Treat each other as family with great respect and devotion

This may be hard to grasp if you came from a dysfunctional family – I don’t get it. (explain) You get new family!
Ekklesia is designed to be family, known and committed to each other. We are to relate to one another as family. I look around, I see family!
Impersonal church attendance. Slide in / slide out – does not allow for family relationships in Ekklesia.
Family means a level of commitment to each other and care for each other that is deep. I don’t bail. I don’t easily say goodbye to family. 

1 Tim 5:3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.
A real issue in their culture – ancient widows. Explain
2. We are to be family for those who do not have one.

We are to care for those who do not have family as their own
For them it was widows – For us it’s windows, seniors, single moms, military wives, foster kids, single young adults, etc.

We will be your family – we are here for you.  
1 Tim 5:4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. (if you have family who are struggling – put your faith in action and help them) 5 The widow who is really in need and left all alone (has no family) puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. (their hope is in God who will take care of them) 6 But the widow who lives for pleasure (lives recklessly spending everything she has) is dead even while she lives. 
Notice - 5:4 If a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family… (Family should step up first)  
3. We are to live our Christian life out first in our homes
We live our faith to our wife, husband, children, parents, in-laws first.
To drive this home Paul adds - 1 Tim 5:7 Give the people these instructions, so that no one may be open to blame. (I’m trying) 8 Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (often used to get husbands to work…) 
In your own home, if you are not caring for and providing for your family – you are not living out your faith in Jesus.
Ekklesia is the 2nd line of defense, family is first line of defense 
BTW - This is also a reminder to show Christ's love tangibly to those in need, but not at the expense of your own family.
Then, an interesting instruction - 9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, (no way to work) has been faithful to her husband, 10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds. (serving actively in Ekklesia) 
This is a challenge. As widow numbers grew (war / a low life expectancy) and resources grow short – those who are faithful to God and Ekklesia come first. 

4. Faithfulness to the family of faith matters in times of need

When we get calls from outside the church asking for help… our family in church comes first. It is a biblical and principle. 

1 Tim 5:11 As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. (they are able to work or remarry) For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to marry. (Paul is not condemning marriage, but an obsession for a relationship – rather than trusting God) 12 Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge. (They desire to be married so much, they pursue unhealthy relationships) Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not to. (use newfound singleness as an opportunity to get involved in everyone’s business) 14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. 15 Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan. (single people who pursue unhealthy relationships and activities and ship wreak faith)  
5. We are to bear our own responsibilities faithfully

5:11 As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. (they can work) 

Be responsible with your abilities – do not abuse other’s willingness to help. If you are able take care of yourself, do it
(This verse seems on the surface to contradict itself) Galatians 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. (don’t think you are too important to help someone – you’re not) 4 Each one should test (examine) their own actions. (their own responsibilities) Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 
Carry each other’s  -or-  Carry your own (???? Which is it?)
#1 it means – when you see someone who needs help – help!

#2 - Bear your responsibilities faithfully – but don’t do it alone.
1 Tim 5:16 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her care, (Christian women who take widows in to their homes) she should continue to help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are really in need.
6. We all have a role to play in ministry 

This is a great example of how you can be a part of one that serves the greater need without it having to be run by the church. Ekklesia does not have to do everything. 
Every Christian is designed to be in an Ekklesia (church) family. But not everything has to be run by Ekklesia. (Missions groups, battered women shelter, homeless shelters, young life, YWAM, etc.)
We are not to be merely takers and receivers, we are called to give generous help to others when we can. In doing so, we relieve pressure on the church and its leaders.  

The Pastor - Proper care and feeding of your pastor
1 Tim 5:17 The elders (overseer, pastor, spiritual leadership) who direct the affairs of the church well (do a god job) are worthy of double honor, (to respect their position and reward their performance) especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.

1) When they do well, take care of them well (Gal 6:6, 1 Pe 5:2, 1Th 5:12-13)
This is literally about showing appreciation, esteem, love, and compensation for a job well done and a good work ethic. 
Should a pastor get paid – according to the NT yes, especially the one who’s job is to provide direction, instruction, teaching and preaching. (well, I don’t that’s right…)

1 Tim 5:18 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” (let him eat and feed him while he’s working) and “The worker deserves his wages.” (you are to care for and provide for those who labor for you)
Paul did not want to be a burden – worked when needed – but received it when it was given. But, instructs the churches to pay their pastors.

(Avg church stats) I’ve made the same at Livingway for 10 yrs ($3000) We make it… we made that choice because… (my kids made do) - but honestly, I look forward to a raise some day. 
Next principle is important too - 1 Tim 5:19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. (Leaders / me –are accountable to God… and to you the body of Christ – but remember…)  

2) When they’re criticized – give the benefit of the doubt (Matt 18:15-16) 
Remember not every pastor is good and not all teachers teach what is right – we are to be held accountable… however – don’t jump at the chance to bring down a minister. False rumors can ruin. (Duet 19:14-16) 
We are under the microscope – and sometimes it’s unfounded.

We are susceptible to slander & accusations from those who hate pastors. I’m criticized often. Slow down turbo. Bring 2-3 witnesses – no hearsay or opinion – the image of Jesus’ body is at stake. 
However - 1 Tim 5:20 But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism. (When a minister is wrong – it does not matter who they are – no favorites – hold them accountable.) 
3) When they mess up – don’t cover up (James 3:1, Galatians 2:11-15)
I’ve see it – “but, they helped others – a good preacher – large ministry” sins swept under rug / hidden for the sake of a ministry. You can address leadership issues, don’t be afraid.
(Leaders - We honor, we protect, we rebuke and we appoint…) 1 Tim 5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure. (learn from others mistakes on this) 
4) When you choose one – take your time (1 Timothy 3:6 & 10)
Not to be taken lightly or chosen quickly. (We’ve not added one in 5yrs)
Young churches and small churches in need of leadership sometimes appoint leadership too quickly. I have been guilty of this in the past. It bit me in the end.

We’ll probably make mistakes, but Paul says try to learn from other churches mistakes.  We do this to protect the Ekklesia. 
Paul gives a personal word to Tim - 1 Tim 5:23 Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses. (did not say pray harder – just have more faith and hold out – no, it was take some medicine for that pain – God uses medicine to accomplish healing) 
Here is the bigger point – about the pastor…

5) When they’re human – don’t be shocked (2 Cor 12:7-10; 7:5-6; 4:7) 
I get sick, I get tired, I get frustrated, I get angry, I get temped, and I even sin… I am not perfect. I am only a human.

I am not your savior. There’s only one savior - Jesus. 
He is my savior. 
Paul ends with a reminder - 1 Tim 5:24 The sins of some are obvious, reaching the place of judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind them. (some people’s lives are clearly sinful – others we can’t see them – not evident, but they are there only to be see later – a reminder we all need Jesus!) 
25 In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and even those that are not obvious cannot remain hidden forever. (in the same way living and doing right is often seen and obvious, but even when it is not, God see it and it will be revealed when Jesus comes to get his Ekklesia)

Don’t give up mom, dad, leader, volunteer, student, friend… They may see your efforts and good work – and sometimes the only that sees is your God in heaven. Don’t give up!
THREE TAKE HOME QUESTIONS: 
1) When no one is looking am I still living an honorable life? 
2) Am I generous or stingy? 
3) Do I believe the best or the worst? 
4) Is my focus on God or a man?
