Ekklesia – Wk 7 – The Final Words

We are walking through 1 Tim: So far, interpreting scripture, picking & caring for leaders, how to care for each other – What about Monday’s?
1 Tim 6:1 All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters worthy of full respect, so that God's name and our teaching may not be slandered. 2 Those who have believing masters are not to show less respect for them because they are brothers. Instead, they are to serve them even better, because those who benefit from their service are believers, and dear to them. These are the things you are to teach and urge on them. (false used to endorse) 
Slaves in Rome - In that culture - The church was filled with slaves.
· 1/3 of Roman empire were salves

· Some the result of a lost war - unpaid debt – given by parents out of poverty - willingly to learn a skill (Dr, blacksmith, etc) 
· Most were educated, skilled, talented people - But no freedom
Christians looked at slavery different than the rest of culture -

Galatians 3:26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (shocking words – radical approach) 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. (Diff types of people worshiped and served God together. Where slave and master are equals – and can even lead and disciple his master)

Slavery is not God’s culture, it was the Roman culture, but notice how they responded – they did not rebel, but lived diff. free in spirit. 
As the hearts of people changed so did cultures view of slavery… and within 200 years in Rome it was almost gone.
How does this apply? Maybe you see yourself as a wage slave. 
*How to serve God in the Workplace* 
THE SEARCH FOR THE PERFECT JOB - Realize this
· The perfect job doesn’t exist 

Ever look for the perfect job? Even the best job requires hard work to be successful. We need to have a realistic view of work and jobs – some are waiting for the perfect job the perfect boss. 
· It’s Adam’s fault!

Hard work is not a curse. Work before the fall. Genesis 2:15 - The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
However… Genesis 3:17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife (pause…() and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." (The reason the perfect job - Adams fall) 

Because of that, work will be hard (vs. easy money – get rich) 
A basic truth – We will always strive to rid the weeds of work
IF YOUR BOSS IS A JERK   …what can we do about it…
· Respect & Obey anyway

1 Timothy 6:1 - All (no matter what position you are in…) who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters worthy of full respect, so that God's name and our teaching may not be slandered. 
Four Reasons
1) It makes God look good

Realize God’s reputation is more important than our rights/ opinions 

People often decide what they think of God based on what they think of us at work: Judgmental, always late, bad mouth,  arrogant, rude. Why would they want a God like that?
Titus 2:9 Teach slaves (employee) to be subject to their masters (boss) in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. (Are you making God look attractive?) 
Don’t forget - Your boss at work needs Jesus just like you

2) It will save your neck!
Ever been happy to be pulled over by police? “Good, I needed to slow down.” The wise put on the charm. Does attitude ever help? He’s got a gun and a ticket pad… wisdom says – no matter how you feel about the ticket - don’t act foolish.

Proverbs 16:14 – A king's wrath is a messenger of death, but a wise man will appease it. (ie. - Don’t tick the king off!)
Only a fool riles a rhino - may be big, stinky, mean and dumb - but if he is angry he can ruin your life. Why be respectful, it’ll save your neck!
People after their 5th job – “I’m not gonna let people push me around.” Okay. Guess what else you won’t have – a job.

Proverbs 20:2 A king's wrath is like the roar of a lion; he who angers him forfeits his life. 3 It is to a man's honor to avoid strife, but every fool is quick to quarrel.  (#2 - It will save your neck!)
3) It’s the best way to get ahead.

Daniel – noble young man – castrated - forced into slavery with a pagan king – he reacted with respect and rose to the top of the ranks in the palace.
Joseph – Prison to the palace – could have protested… but decided I am going to make God look good – and he rose to the top thru promotion
This is completely diff than the world’s wisdom

Proverbs 27:18 –    He who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, and he who looks after his master will be honored. (If you water and care for the fig tree (your boss) you get fruit and honor – but if you complain about them you get nothing.)  
4) It’s what God says to do (1 Peter 2:18-21 – again & again in scripture) 
If you have problems with the boss – or don’t like the task you have been given – remember… you are on a mission… 
Ever done sales? Being nice to a jerk… why? That’s our assignment. Why can’t you do that for Jesus? This is our assignment… sent by God for a purpose… a missionary
2 Corinthians 5:20 – God’s ambassadors – we are his reps… 
IF YOUR BOSS IS A BELIEVER

1 Timothy 6:2 -  Those who have believing masters are not to show less respect for them because they are brothers. (You’re a Christian cut me some slack) Instead, they are to serve them even better, (give them even more respect) because those who benefit from their service are believers, and dear to them. These are the things you are to teach and urge on them.
· 1 Thing - Never take advantage of the relationship.
Ever notice - Christians seem to think they can take advantage of other Christians – cheaper prices – more allowances – extra time off – Christians in business get burned… often by other Christians.
** If you’re a boss - Treat and pay them what they deserve…
Travel bag - Paul then wraps up and does what we often do when we say goodbye to someone we might see again… we ramble and remind
Saying goodbye… ringing every second out of that moment

End of 1 Tim – Paul’s wandering of thoughts and reminders - 1 Timothy 6:3 If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing. (reminder) He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. (Remember,  Church is not about a place of politics, strife, gossip, fighting, it’s not a about seeking personal ambitions or about money - the very things church is accused of…)  6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.
He brings it all home - the summation of all he is saying…

· Godliness and contentment are the two ingredients for true riches
Tim this is the summation of all I’ve said: You want your church people to be truly rich? Live a life that honors God & be content and thankful. 

Are you stuck in a place where you think there has got to be more to life - here’s freedom: Live an honorable life before God and be thankful and at peace where you are in life with God. FREE! 

Paul spends the next several thoughts on this - Tim for your church to be blessed and for the people to be blessed – they’ve got to get this
6 PRINCIPLES TO LIVE BY:
1 Tim 6:5 …constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.
1) The Gospel isn’t a product that fixes life’s problems

Ever Notice how religious people get when they need things…
Coming to church does not mean you’re going to be blessed w/ stuff Stay away from people that promise financial gain if you follow Jesus. 
** Christianity is not about everything being great with you in life – it is about knowing everything is great with you in God 

Paul is telling Timothy, be careful why you pursue God. 

1 Tim 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. (You gave birth to an alien… greasy, wrinkled, & naked… how you’re going to leave. What did you bring with you?) 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
2) Contentment is about our desires, not our possessions
    What do you desire more than anything? What are you chasing?
v.9 “people who want to get rich” - ever known someone who’s constantly chases money? Hidden camera shows - chasing a $ on a fishing line –Paul is saying don’t be that guy – you look silly chasing after money. 

 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. (He is not down on money or possessions – he’s down on the love of money & possessions) Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many grief’s.   (Paul is saying - change the way you see wealth) 
He is not talking about me I am not rich…  You are rich! You’re the 1% in the world. 
Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" 
And - If you are Christian, you’re rich in Christ!!!
Want to be free – ask yourself – what do I truly desire?
What am I chasing? Want to be rich? Be content. Be thankful. 

Remember the location of our true home and riches
1 Tim 6:11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, (pursuit of possessions) and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. (pursue these) 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. (it is a fight not to chase money and materialism – fight to stand in Christ and live honorable lives and be people of compassion and generosity) Take hold of (hold tight to) the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. (when before others you professed Jesus as Lord)
3) Living Kingdom minded is a daily fight 
It is an ongoing battle – the world says pursue stuff – chase stuff – get things… it is a fight to take hold of the eternal… 

How can I be free from the worry of money, stuff – Hold loosely the things of this life – hold tight the eternal.  

(Travel bag) Swim suit, sandals, t-shirts, nice shirts, personal items – that’s it. On a cruise - if the ships going down – I am not going to run to find my bag… this stuff does not matter - because the real stuff is at home… realize you’re just camping here – this stuff doesn’t matter, the real stuff is at home! Paul is saying, remember where your real home is. Don’t go chasing the stuff on the string, it only leads to grief.
Ask yourself: How much do I pursue earthly things? How much do I pursue righteousness, gentleness, godliness, endurance? Parents how often do you challenge your kids to pursue?  

· Everything in this life is just an overnight bag… 

Then Paul gets excited - 6:13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, (remember Ekklesia our faith is based in fact) I charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, (remember Ekklesia Jesus is coming back) 15 which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, [16] who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen. (remember Ekklesia there is no one like the only, true, and living almighty God!) 

ADD Paul moment, all riled up thinking of eternity, “I am done, whew… Amen! But seriously, don’t forget where the real riches are 17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant (I’m more valuable than you) nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, (false confidence in banks, savings, portfolio, 401K, retirement, pension, etc.) but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
4)  Contentment is about location, not our institutions

· Read V18 - God gave you what you have to enjoy (enjoy it) 
· Read V19 - God gave you what you have to bless others
**True wealth is a lay away plan (Matthew 6:20, 33)
We can’t take it with us, but we can send it ahead. 

What does that mean? 
$10,000 may answer your top 5 prayers… If we were handing out $10,000 to everyone – but told you if you wait a 1yr (2,3,4,5) you’ll get a million… what would you do?  Paul is saying– when you see were the payoff is, why chase the other. Tim - get this in the people’s head. 
Ask yourself: How much do you send ahead? Are you generous in the kingdom? How much do you teach your children about generosity? How are you impacting others? Your kids will learn it by how you do it.
Remember the location of our true riches - send it ahead.
Paul ends with this - 1 Tim 6:20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, (guard the truth, avoid speculative teaching and false pursuits that will pass away) 21 which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith. Grace be with you. (I think this is sober ending) 
Tim, when it comes to serving & following Jesus, and to God’s blueprint for Ekklesia, hold to the truth and the eternal… but…

5) Some people won’t make it

Sad reality of church life: some come, get involved, walk an aisle, say a prayer, get baptized, call themselves a disciple – but when the dust settles… they wander from the faith. 
We are to be people of compassion – making disciples of Jesus. But – not everyone is truly born again and many will wander from the faith.

But we will not stop – give up – or give in. We have a mission. 

Guard the truth, care for the people, stay focused on eternity. 

Keep Jesus at the center – He is the Christ, promised savior, God in the flesh… 
And with that Jesus said - Matt16:18 – …upon this rock (unmovable mountain) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall never prevail against it.
LIFE TEAM:

Three Questions to ask yourself this week? 

> Is your identity found in what you have, or don’t have?

[17] Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant…

· Do you grade your life on what you can do – a title – a reputation

Would I be okay if I was never able to speak again…?
> Is your security found in what you have, or don’t have?

17 - … nor to put their hope in wealth,

· Do you grade your life on what you have or don’t have? 

> How do you use what you have for the Kingdom?

[18] Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. [19] In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. You want to know life – know Christ - live like Christ – invest in people!
Haggai 1:5-6, 9 - Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it."  - 9 "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.

