Revolution 2017 – wk 1 – A Simple New Year  

I love the New Year – How about you?
A new year reminds us of a few things: We can start over / We need to change some things about our self / It is never too late to begin again 

This is the first week of the New Year, and the time of year people make New Year's resolutions. Areas we know we need to change. What do you think about New Year Resolutions? 

Some typical resolutions: Fitness, love, money, job, God, bible. 
Did any of you make any? Need to make any? 

We usually already know what we need to improve on… 
Personally, I like to think & pray about what God would have for me…
Goals - often ends up on a corner of my desk – or never started.

Sometimes, the more I resolve to change, the more I feel I've failed. Should we make resolutions? What’s the point if we don’t keep it?
Understanding Goals and Plans

(Taken into exile – feeling confused about their future) Jeremiah 29:10 This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. (I have a plan) 11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (You may be in exile, but I have plans for you – even if it doesn’t look like it) 12 Then (if you follow my plan) you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile." (God says, don’t worry - I have a plan) 
1 – God has plans for you 
29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Good plans – a great future – hopeful future
2 – Sometimes that don’t happen right away – v.10
29:10 - "When seventy years are completed… I will come to you…”
How long did Jeremiah say they would have to wait? – 70yrs
His plans are not always our plans – they may not happen now, this year or next year – In Your Life - Plans with our church… 

His timing is always right ours are often rushed – the move 
3 – We need to learn to make plans – v.12-13
29:12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

We have a part to play in this – we have a role in the plan. These things don’t just happen – we need to learn to do them – plan them and do it. 
*** Aim at nothing and you’ll hit it every time!
Making plans and setting goals is imitating God

Proverbs 21:5 – the plans of the diligent lead to abundance 
4 – We need to find what God’s plans are – and make those our plans

29:11 For I know the plans I have for you… call to me… pray to me… seek me… and 14 …and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.
If His plans become our plans – this year can change everything! How can we do this?
This year what if our Resolutions were real change? A Soul Revolution!

They can – and there is a simple place to start.

A simple New Year:  A True Soul Revolution 

Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”
1 – Set in your heart and mind to - Love God deeper this year
Have you thought about the fact that you can love God more today than yesterday? (example - growing love of a person) 
· How can we learn to love God deeper this year? 

· To know Jesus and his character / walk with Him / commune
Love deeper - with all your heart – soul – mind - strength 

31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
2 – Set in your heart and mind to - Love others greater this year
If we love God deeper - we'll become more like him, and as a result become greater lovers of people. Our relationships pivot on the 1st one. 
What does that look like to love greater? 
· Being a person of compassion / Being a person of generosity

· Being a person of humility / Being a person of kindness (Listens) 
· Being a person of justice / Being a person who cares about others
No need to wait on this one – you can start now. This would literally change your immediate world. 
It is possible to grow in your love for others - Philippians 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, (that means its intentional) 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
Growing in Christ – we grow in love. And when you do this – discernment between right and wrong follows.  When the motivation is loving others we are freed to live holy lives for others
3 – Set your heart and mind to - Pursue the things of God 

Chasing the things He chases and how He thinks
To pursue is – to run after – and keep on running. 

Colossians 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts (our deepest passions and pursuits) on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds (our dreams and plans) on things above, not on earthly things.
Our passions and plans – given to God – we chase differently
We see one thing – we pursue – chase another.  
Pursue the things of God – 2 Chro puts it this way - 2 Chronicles 22:19 Now devote your heart and soul to seeking the LORD your God. (What are we to devote our heart and soul to?) Begin to build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so that you may bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the sacred articles belonging to God into the temple that will be built for the Name of the LORD.”

If you are in Christ – you are now the temple / we are to begin to build (grow) our self in God.  

Philippians 4:8Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 9The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
Making wise choices: Four questions for wise decisions

1. Does it dishonor God? (contradict his word / standards / his being)
2. Does it dishonor his creation that he loves? (his people/ his planet)
3. Does it help you to Know God better?

Too much neutral areas leave you empty, depressed, and apathetic

4. Does it help you to be a better person? (does it shape into the person God has called you to be – character – grace filled – holy)  

Let’s try it out… a job / a move / a college choice / kids issues / a movie / a band / an event / a night out / friends…

4 – Set your heart and mind to – Pursue the truth of God 

Being intentional - Growing in your understanding of God
1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. (You’ve tasted – now dig in)
What do you think would happen if you knew more of God’s word? How would your life be different?
This can be the year you finally grow up!

· What you do to grow in your knowledge of God's word?

· What does it take to mature in these areas?

Look what happens when we do this…2 Pet. 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith (salvation is just the beginning – you cannot add to your salvation – but you can add to the life that follows salvation – add to your faith) goodness; (Compassion) and to goodness, knowledge; (Knowing Truth) 6 and to knowledge, self-control; (Holiness) and to self-control, perseverance; (patient endurance) and to perseverance, godliness; (reverent) 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; (phileo - family love) and to mutual affection, love. (Agape – powerful love)    8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive (do these and you will be effective and productive) in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· Ever felt ineffective and unproductive?

· Make every effort to grow
A Simple New Year’s Plan:
1 – Love God deeper
2 – Love others greater
3 – Pursue the things of God

4 – Pursue the truth of God

I challenge you to do that this year – and you will Grow
If you set your life to do this – above all others pursuits your life will have a revolution. 

