Life Team Bible Study
For the week of November 5 – THRIVE wk 4
HANG
· What is something you’ve done that you think no one else here has ever done?  

· How many siblings do you have and what was your place in the birth order of your family? From your perspective, what are some of the advantages of your place in the birth order?
· Pastor Ted about taking a stand for God this weekend. Can you think of any Christians you’ve known who were especially good at taking a stand? How did people respond to them? 

HEAR
· Looking back over your sermon notes from Sunday, which particular point most challenged you, confused you, or caught your attention?
· Can anyone recap the story from Daniel 3 – from Sunday?
· What was the main point?
1. God strongly warns about and forbids pursuing idols.
· An author defined what it means to pursue modern day idols when he wrote, “Whatever a person seeks, honors, or exalts more than God, this is the god of his idolatry” (William B. Ullathorne). Do you agree with this? Why / why not?
· Do you think God’s warning about worshiping idols made of wood, gold, or silver also applies to our pursuit of the modern-day idols? 

· What are some of our “modern-day idols”? 

Exodus 20:3-6, Psalm 115:3-8, Habakkuk 2:18-19, Colossians 3:5 

· Based on these few passages, why do you think God speaks so strongly against the pursuit of idols? 
· Even good things cab become idols. Can you think of one or two good things that could become an idol to you if you’re not careful? 

2. God not only warns us about pursuing idols but also strongly encourages us to pursue Him.  
Psalm 145:13-21

· What are some benefits from pursuing God that only He can provide? 
· Are there any of these benefits to gain from any modern-day idols?

· What is the difference between the two? 

3. God calls us to stand up and stand out in this world  (Daniel 3)  
· In a world where people make idols of themselves and where many are chasing idols in this life – how can we be different and stand out?

· Do you any stories where you took a stand for God when it was difficult?
4. God encourages us to stand up even when its hard and may not go well
1 Peter 1:3-9, Romans 8:38-39, John 16:33, 2 Corinthians 11:22-33

· What do these verses tell us about suffering in this life?

· Do you have any verses that help you during times of trials?

Romans 5:1-5

· According to this verse, when we have suffering and trials, where does our hope come from?
· Do you have a story where God helped you in a time of trial?

HUDDLE

· Share a time when you found the hope of God in a struggle you where going through? How did it turn out?
· Prayer requests - Pray
HOME 

Reread Daniel 3
The Apostle Peter faced numerous situations when his beliefs were challenged, and he had an opportunity to take a stand for God. Let’s look at two…
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F 98 ! eter was feeling?
*  What do you think Peter was feeling in the first story?
o Who was challenging his faith?
e What was the major difference between the two?
e What are some reasons why Peter’s response is so different in the Acts 4 story?
*  Have you ever experienced emotions similar to either of these stories when you
had an opportunity to take a stand for God? If so, describe one of those times. ‘;Vh: v‘v:vs challenging
s fa
* Is there anything from the Acts 4 story that could help you stand up when
you have an opportunity to be “discovered”?
TAKING IT HOME How did he respond to
1. Thinking back to the person(s) you thought of in the third Getting To Know You the challenge?
question, what made this person different from other Christians you knew?
his What can you learn from their examples that can help you when an opportunity to
take a stand for God arises (keep in mind your own personality and the circle of
. influence you currently have)? What are some reasons why Peter's response is so differentin the Acts 4 story?
2. Looking back at the Lessons from the Furnace, which of the three lessons do you za“;i!‘;u:::;iffér:,z';cﬁi:"ﬂ;ﬁjﬂ:;;ﬁfg?;:,‘:;:ese storles when you had an opportunity
need to give focused attention to in your life?
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· What was the major difference between the two?

· What are some reasons why Peter’s response is so different in the Acts 4 story?  
· Have you ever experienced emotions similar to either of these stories when you had an opportunity to take a stand for God? If so, describe one of those times.

· Is there anything from the Acts 4 story that could help you stand up?
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· What was the major difference between the two?

· What are some reasons why Peter’s response is so different in the Acts 4 story?
· Have you ever experienced emotions similar to either of these stories when you had an opportunity to take a stand for God? If so, describe one of those times.

· Is there anything from the Acts 4 story that could help you stand up?
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· What was the major difference between the two?

· What are some reasons why Peter’s response is so different in the Acts 4 story?
· Have you ever experienced emotions similar to either of these stories when you had an opportunity to take a stand for God? If so, describe one of those times.

· Is there anything from the Acts 4 story that could help you stand up?
