Life Team Bible Study: For the week of November 12 – THRIVE wk 5
HANG
· What is something you are particularly proud of? Why?
· Can you think of something you are not very proud of?

· What is something you are proud of that someone else has done?

· What is one gift, strength, or ability that God has given you?
· Take a look at your sermon notes from this week.  Was there a point in the sermon or a verse that you really took to heart?  Was there anything else that challenged you or caught your attention?
· Sunday, we talked about good pride and bad pride. How would you explain it?
HEAR
· Can any of you recap Sunday’s passage in Daniel 4?  (leaders be prepared to do so if it is incomplete. Nebuchadnezzar’s pride was the main theme) 
Daniel 4:29-30
It may be hard for some of us to relate with King Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogance as most of us don’t rule over a nation.  
1. God, is just as concerned about our “everyday arrogance.”  
· What is everyday arrogance? 

· Where do you see arrogance or egos showing up in the world around you? 

One definition of humility is having an accurate view of ourselves (including our strengths, weaknesses, and limitations.) 

· Would you agree with that definition? How would you define humility?
· Now think back over your life.  Is there one person who has modeled this sort of humility for you?  How did you see humility in their life?
Author C.S. Lewis wrote, “the essential vice, the utmost evil, is pride…Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind.”  
· Would you agree with that statement? 

2. There is a good and bad pride in the bible

· Positive pride – satisfaction and joy in a job well done, healthy confident in your abilities, proud of others.

Galatians 6:4, Romans 12:3, 2 Corinthians 8:24, James 1:9-10

· Is there anything wrong with healthy pride? No
· Destructive pride - looks down & takes advantage of others, above the law, disregard for God’s power and rule 

2 Chronicles 26:16, Psalm 10:2, 10:4, Pro 15:25, 21:4, 26:12, 27:2, 29:23, Isaiah 23:9, Matthew 23:12
· According to these verses what is so bad about pride?

· What are the major consequences of pride. 

· Pride pushes away true intimate relationships 

· Pride brings shame and isolation

3. God hates arrogant pride

James 4:6, Proverbs 8:13, 11:2, 13:10, 16:5, 16:18, Psalm 10:4 

· What stands out when these verses on Pride?
4. Arrogant people may succeed for a season.
Isaiah 2:11-12

· Even though pride has so many negative consequences it seems like the arrogant can still prosper.  What light does Isaiah 2:11-12 shed on this dilemma?

5. Combatting pride must be a conscience decision

Proverbs 16:2-3

· Remember where it all comes from - A key to keeping your ego in check is to remember where our blessings, abilities and prosperity come from. 
· Share the credit - When you are acknowledged for something good – share the credit and give credit when it is due and deserved. 

· What are a few things in our lives that could tempt us to take the credit and put the focus on our own abilities or glory? 

· What can we do daily that can keep our ego and pride in check?

Keeping pride and arrogance at bay even in the little things is a challenge for all of us.  In the face of the following situations

What arrogant response might one have in each of the following:
(read the situation and discuss how humility would respond)
A co-worker or friend confronts you about a questionable decision you made.

Proverbs 15:31-33
You have been hurt by another person who was clearly in the wrong. 

Colossians 3:12-14

You are doing something good and hope people notice you doing it.
1 Peter 2:12

HUDDLE

· Discuss how God has humbled you in the past and what it taught you? 

· Prayer requests – prayer

HOME
Look back at the sermon notes, which practices is the most challenging for you?  

Nebuchadnezzar didn't need to go through the experience of living like an animal in order to learn humility. God gave him ample time to change his attitude - but he was unwilling.  Is there an area of your life where God wants you to change your attitude and teach you humility?
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