
THE  GREATEST – Wk 1 – More than a feeling
The greatest… movie, song, showman, building, human… The greatest seems so subjective - unless it comes from Jesus. 
Jesus coming to end of his life, 3yrs a limited time with lots to cover – no more traveling – He spends the last week pouring into people. 

It’s Tuesday- 4 days until he lays down his life.
Tension w/ the Sadducees and Pharisees (religious leaders) was leading to a climax – they were hoping to trap Him.

4 questions All were meant to trick, embarrass, and insult him. 
Q1 Authority - Who do you think you are?  Q2 Taxes - How supportive of govt. should we be?  Q3 Marriage - What is marriage after death? Q4 God - What is the most important thing God wants us to know?
Mark 12:28 (also Mt 22) One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” (the big dog) 
Keep in mind - 613 laws / 365 commands / plus oral Torah. How was Jesus going to answer without drawing criticism? 
(Jesus the Torah in the flesh answers with the Torah quoting Deut 6 - God’s plan from the start was never about religion or rules) 29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ (Matt 22:38 This is the first and greatest commandment.) 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (next week) There is no commandment greater than these.” (Matt 22:40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two...")
Jesus then asked them a question? Whose Son is the Messiah? David’s? Because God call the Messiah Lord…
Let’s take a look at the first part of what he said this week.
What’s the greatest one? He starts - Mark 12:29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Jesus says the SH’ma = listen, this is what the one and only God of all creation says about this… you ready, here it is… 
30 Love the Lord your God… - God can be known and loved. Personal, emotionally connected, and decidedly active in our lives.
1. Our love for God is to be – Relationally His

God is personal – not a force or an idea - Love is a relationship…
You’ve heard - Christianity is not religion but a relationship with Jesus – It’s true. God in the flesh Jesus – loves you! 
God loves you - He really does - John 3:16
God reached out to us - the Mystery - why would God love us? 

Rom 5:6-10 - When we were powerless, haters of God still living in sin – Christ demonstrated his love for us by dying for us. (He loves you) 

God is the source of love - intrinsic to Him - belongs to Him - 
indigenous to Him – not just something He does, but who He is – all love begins and belongs to Him
1John 4:7 … love comes from God… because God is love.  
Crazy thing - even our love for Him comes from Him
We can’t even love him without his love first…
1 John 4:19 - We love because he first loved us 
Everyone wants to be in love, but can’t know true love until you know God’s love - We get glimpses, but we cannot fully experience the depth of true love apart from Jesus - That is why we struggle with love so much – because we struggle to know and walk in love without Him. 
Ephesians 3:17… And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, (Firmly planted in God’s love - that you) 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, (love w/out limits) 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

God so radically unconditionally loved those who hated him and were his enemies that he suffered and died so we can live 

How are we respond to this love? Wink, back at ya, want to give a shout out to the big guy, man upstairs - a landlord?
30 Love the Lord your God… 
2. Our love for God is to be - Exclusively His
The Lord = master / king – your God – the king of your life. 
God’s love is inclusive, our love for Him is exclusive. The one and only expects our one and only devotion to exclusively His – not partially
God will not share his place of love with anyone or anything?
* Imagine this talk w/ my wife? Honey I love you, but I’m going to see other women? That is how we are w/ God. God & I have an agreement it’s an open relationship. God will not share your love w/ a boyfriend, spouse, your kids, sport, hobby – it’s exclusive.
* Guy meets girl - She smells… like a girl - When I’m with her I feel… She could be the one / Girl meets guy - Have you seen the way his skin wraps around his skeletal frame? His cologne, jeans, hair, raspy voice, must be a Christian, he has cross tattoo - He could be the one 
What if when we meet someone and think “Oh, this is so amazing, could it be – could it be… have I just met the two?” 
Jesus is quoting Duet 6 – but echoing the first commandment - The greatest commandment, to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength” The first of the 10 Commandments is “You shall have no other Gods before me”.  The Lord God is to be our true devotion. 

To truly be fulfilled in life, you have to find the one - God is your one 
Exodus 34:14 - Do not worship (have full devotion for) any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, (his very name is exclusive) is a jealous God. 

God has a jealous (intolerantly exclusive) love for you. 

He is passionate about his relationship with you. 
If you love Him above all, He’ll make you a great lover…
Mark 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all (not part) your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ (Love wholly)
3. Our love for God is to be - Completely His
It’s a full meal deal – He wants every part of us – not just our spirit.  
Christ gave his whole self, our love for him is to be our whole self 
He loves us so much that he bore a cross - and what we find is - Jesus says that if you love me you’ll bear a cross too. 

Four areas mentioned:

* Heart- center of our will. Spiritual EKG check out any heart damage 
* Soul- our passions / emotionally. What stirs you – he wants that…
* Mind- our mind / thoughts. What’s on your mind? He cares, give it…
* Strength- our body / physically / We are to love him with our body…
He wants us to love him emotionally, spiritually, physically, mentally – with our time, energy, resources, devotion - He wants every part of you – completely. (9 ½ won’t do) 
We’ve heard about Jesus - asked forgiveness -  go to church… but
How do we know we are loving Jesus this way?
The night before He dies, Jesus has a heart to heart w/ his disciples – washes their feet - says he’s about to die - that he loves them, then - John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands.
Not - …you’ll know a lot of stuff, believe in me, go to church… 
· By our obedience – We obey his commands = we live them out
Our Love walks - His Word and will directs our decisions and actions 
(He says it again) John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.  (Then again - He says it 3 X’s) John 14:23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  
Our Love for God is not merely words or pleasant platitudes –  but daily walking it – That is how you know you love him. 
How does my wife know I love her? Date – checking out God / Wedding – Salvation / Ring – Baptism. Then we are done right? No – I think of her, say it, serve her, show up on time, stoke the fire, washing dishes, go on trips, spend time with her, listening… that is living in love.  
Love is not only emotional it’s practical – it is action. 
When we are in love with God His commands become a joy rather than a burden – Song: The things we do for love - doesn’t seem hard when you’re in love: driving hours, working on projects, sacrifice for kids - the hardship is joy when love is the root.  

** You mean if I mess up I don’t love God? This is not about the slips: 
I love my mother, but as a teen I was immature and sometimes a punk.
God’s loves never fails, even when we do - Those slips remind us of how much we need his love and it gives us reason to love him even more. God’s love for us makes up the difference
· By our love - We love what he loves
- He loves the church (MT 16:18; Acts 20:28; Eph 5:25; Phil. 2:5) 
Christ loves the church & gave Himself for it, planned it, built it, saved it, died for it, commissioned it, sent it, and is coming back for it!
He loves the community of faith - We are not meant to be spiritual hobos – wandering around as citizens with no home

- He loves the lost (He came to seek and save those hostile to him) 
- He loves the forgotten & outcast (sick in spirit and abandoned by society)  
Sick, hungry, homeless, orphan, widow, single mom, prisoner
- He loves people - We know we’re in love when we care for what he cares for – He cares about injustice - about the hungry - about what others are going through – That’s the Heart of the NT – NEXT WEEK.
Later that same night - John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”  
· By our Understanding - God reveals Himself
Full discloser - The basic truth of who Jesus is given to the world - but the understanding of who He is given to those who are His.
The deeper our love – the greater we understand and grow!
That’s a reason why many church goers struggle to understand the Bible – They are not in love with Jesus. 

Well - I don’t understand what’s going on in my life, marriage, $$ work, bible is mystery – I struggle to read it and to understand. 

3 Questions to ask yourself? 
1 – Do you trust that He truly loves you?
Being in Love with God is knowing God Loves you, is good and in control… Romans 8:28 - And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

Religion is thinking God only does things for you if you… Relationship is knowing God truly loves you and has your best at heart – Do you trust the love of Jesus with your life? 
2 – Are you in Love with Jesus? 
Understanding begins with a love relationship with God thru Jesus - 1 Cor 1:18 - For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved (walking w/ Jesus) it is the power of God.  
3 - How’s your love walk? 
Are you walking out your love life with Jesus? Are you walking in his will for your life? Are you in disobedience to his word in any area? 

John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” (Jesus - If you love and trust me enough to walk in my will and my ways - I can trust you with understanding) 
I don’t understand my love life – does it line up w/ his will
I don’t get my finances – does it line up with is commands

I don’t understand why things are so bad – are you walking in his love for you.  – How’s your love walk? 

The more you know Him the more you love him – the more you love him the more there is joy to obey him – the more you know and obey him – the more the things of God become clearer
Then look what happens… 22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) (half brother of Jesus, author of Jude) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” (Why don’t you reveal yourself to everyone?)  23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. (Being in love with Jesus is knowing God has made our heart his home) 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. (Love is not a symbolic – it’s a very practical – if you love me you will obey me, if you do not love me you will not obey me) These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 
But Jesus, I don’t know if I can love you like that - Jesus says, I know you can’t – I’ll send you some help – The Holy Spirit. 
John 14:25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. (to comfort, point & empower)
(In fact, this whole conversation about our love for him began as a talk about the HS John 14:15-17 - If you love me, keep my commands. And I will give you a helper – who will help you and be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. (sounds great – love God with everything… but I struggle with that. I am giving you help) 
I want to end with this… Maybe you’ve had a conversation w/ Jesus like this – after the resurrection - John 21:15 - When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. (English fails to bring out the significance of this conversation) 
First two questions, “do you love me,” Jesus used “agape” (unconditional). Peter answered both “phileo” (conditional). Jesus’ third question, He used “phileo” - Peter was “grieved” - Peter was in affect saying you know my love is unreliable. 
But unlike Peter, Christ’s love for us is unconditional

But look what happens…  18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

You may have it now Peter – but you will, if you just follow me

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them…  21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?”  22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” (Don’t worry about him – just follow me)
Don’t compare yourself to others on this one – just start with what you have – and follow me.
Love me relationally - Love me exclusively - Love me completely

Jesus says - this is the greatest verse. 

