
THE  GREATEST – Wk 2 – Do I have to? 
Greatest force on earth and the greatest mystery is - LOVE
If we miss the greatest verse, we will stumble thru life. 
It’s Tuesday- 4 days until Jesus lays down his life.
Tensions rising w/ the Sadducees and Pharisees
Trying to trap him with questions they ask - Mark 12:28 (also Mt 22) One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the greatest?” 29 “The most important one, (the greatest one)” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 
Last wk - Jesus calls us to love him exclusively & completely His

Today let’s unravel the second part - Mark 12:31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
Matt 22:39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
To love God and to love others – are intimately intertwined. 
Three parts to this verse: 

1. Love - not an emotion or empathy, it’s action, acts of compassion
2. As yourself –  2 parts to this

-We are to care for others as consistently as we take care for self
-Do you love yourself? You are worth love – you will always struggle to love others as long you struggle to love yourself. 

God Loves you - He really does – God so radically unconditionally loved us who hated him that he (john 3:16) 
To truly know love and truly give love - begins with knowing God’s love for you - through Jesus.

I want to focus the bulk of our time on the third
3. Love your neighbor 

Do I have to love them? That person is...
The greatest verse says – 

You will know you are my disciples by your obedience 

They will know you are my disciples by your compassion 
It is easy to love those who are lovable - but Jesus said the gospel shines when we love the hard to love. 
John 13:35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
By this they will know… if you quote verses, give a lot, volunteer often, by how they vote… no - by their compassionate actions
The Love Demo
Romans 5:6 At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly… 8 God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us… 10 While we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son… (He demoed His attitude on love with this, when we were his enemies, unloving, and hated him – he loved)  

Think about it, who does God love? He loves the lost, forgotten, poor, rich, the victim, the guilty, hard to love – He loves people

Luke 10:25 On one occasion an expert in the law (memorized OT) stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" (What do you think?) 27 He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; (last week) and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." (Jesus implies that man is not doing it. Which one? The next verse is the answer - it reveals his heart) 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

A strange question to ask - How little can I love others and still be okay with God? What is the minimum amount to love? 
How little do I have to know my neighbor; how few do I have to talk to at work? That’s like a parent asking - How many diapers / or a husband – how many flowers? There is no love in that question. 

Jesus responds w/ a story known as the parable of the good Samaritan

5 characters introduced - 6 if you include the innkeeper
Who and how do I have to love? Luke 20:30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. (stretch of road called “the bloody way” - 300ft elevation drop thru caverns - 17 miles of dangerous alley) They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. (Sad reality: It is not difficult to find wounded people. All around us – genuine need is in our community and neighborhood) 31 A priest (a minister) happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  32 So too, a Levite, (those with a religious heritage) when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
Maybe they had good reasons for passing by… but even a good excuse can lead to a wrong response 

33 But a Samaritan, (whoa! Jesus uses a villain of Jewish people as the hero) 

If we could only understand how offensive this story is to them
I can see it- enter the Samaritan- the disciple’s eyes get big - oh no he didn’t - dude start the car, we’re about to get jumped.  
Who would be the most offensive person for you if you heard the story? People they gave up on - unlikely hero - that’s you
33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 
Five characters are introduced: I need five people –melodrama
· A man – Mr. / Mrs. Anybody 

· Robbers – those who seek what is not their own
· Priest – religious leader – pastor / church leaders 

· Levite – religious leader – actively involved - church people

· Samaritan – a people hated and loathed by Jewish people 

A modern retelling - Que music- A southern redneck was walking through south side of LA when he fell into the hands of some thugs. 

- They stripped him of his sneakers & clothes and took his iPhone, beat him and left him for dead.  - A pastor saw the man and crossed opposite street – then a deacon came and passed on other side. 

- THEN an Arab man - saw him, wrapped his wounds, and gave medicine - put him in his car & drove him to a Holiday Inn - using his own credit card.   - After staying up all night with him he went to work – and let him sleep in and even watch a movie on pay per-view. 
Jesus then asked - 36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37 The expert in the law replied, (Couldn’t even say Samaritan) "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."  (Then, go and do it!)
We read it and we don’t like what it says, what we wish it meant was 

· I get to choose who I love – only those I can love and deserve it
· I get to choose "my neighbors" - who I like / common interests
· I get to choose how I help – what I can, when I can, how much
Or to choose not to – “it is more help, to not help them”

TWO BIG QUESTIONS - we must settle first
1. Who is my neighbor?  Who is Jesus talking about?
· Anyone God brings across my path (Anyone means anyone) 
We think - I’m good with anyone as long as it doesn’t mean everyone
 The man in the story – was without a name, background – nationality – or culture – generic - Jesus was saying – your neighbor is anybody 

Every character in the story has a nationality or background, dialect. Who was this person? He was - a person. 

Loving the people, you don’t like – the people you despise – the people you would rather let suffer… Who is that person for you? 

Your neighbor begins with who you cross paths w/ every day If a need is in front of you, it’s your need, no matter who they are 

2. What does it mean to “Love” my neighbor? 

· Love means to treat them exactly as we want to be treated

Jesus told him - Luke 10:27 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  (This is central to the Christian life) 
This kind of love is not the gold package, bonus round, or for those that are mature – this is at the core or our faith. To love God & Love others – is inseparable. It’s a double Love from God and us
Paul repeated it - Romans 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  (God’s original Game plan: Love God – Love people)
Again in - Galatians 5:14 - The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."
James declared it - James 2:8 - If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.
The Golden rule - Matt 7:12 In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you…   (We usually live – do unto others as they did unto you) 
Loving those around us - is not extra credit – this is essential.

Jesus wants this kind of love to be ordinary, not exceptional.
How far do we go with this? The world is hurting we could literally empty out our bank account and there would still be hurting people. 
What this means for us – how do we dodge the landmines of emotional overload for the needs of others? How do we love?
Road Rules: Thoughts From the side of the road about loving Others 
1 - Loving others goes beyond good intentions

The Samaritan did not say a prayer and hope someone would help – he did it
Sam O – a few weeks ago (pushing a car) Sean – taking in a person
It’s understanding my neighbor's" needs are my responsibility 

2 - Loving others won’t have impact without contact (Jo17:15 / Je 29:4-7)
The Samaritan got his hands dirty – He didn’t just throw money at him 
Matthew 5: 13 “You are the salt of the earth. (Salt shaker - For salt to be useful – it needs to - come out of the shaker!) But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. (we are here to make contact – salt is a preservative – it has to make contact) 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. (We are meant to live in a bubble – like a monk, separating ourselves from the world) Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  (It’s time to make contact) 
3 – Loving others without sacrifice is just convenience

We don’t where he was heading, but it interrupted it - changed direction

We can’t always schedule outreach – we live it with open eyes

* Loving others will impact our schedules / time – so busy we miss it

* Loving others will sometimes cost us money – he paid for it
* Loving others is uncomfortable – smelly, bloody, awkward
Love is not always easy or comfortable

4 - Justice without Jesus is just a Band-Aid
There is a great awareness of the world and those in need, wonderful organizations that attempt to meet the needs of others…
But - Justice without Jesus falls short of true help 
Poverty, injustice, and bad health are not life’s greatest problems. 

Mk 8:36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?

Let me say this - Jesus is the only hope of the world 
John 14:6 - Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Social Justice Movement & Liberation theology - Teaches Jesus came to bring justice - it says Jesus is a socialist. But, it clearly misses the point of the gospel, the good news is freedom from sin thru Jesus. 
What Jesus often did was meet needs first – healed the sick, fed the hungry, but then always gave the good news of the kingdom.
The gospel (good news) is news – not action. Romans 10:3“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”  (The gospel brings action)
Justice without the gospel of Jesus is just a Band-Aid 
5 - Loves starts today 

The Samaritan did not schedule a start day – he was ready today - for whatever God would bring across his path.  

Your mission starts today - as you walk out of here
The myth - the needs overseas are not as noble as the needs next door Some see the efforts to reach the people across the street as less valuable than the needs across the seas, where did that come from?  

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, (like us, near us) and in all Judea (like us, not near us) and Samaria, (not like us, not near us) and to the ends of the earth." (not like us, not near us)
Where does Jesus say to start? Start in your Jerusalem.
We get excited to go on missions 1000’s of miles away, but never lead someone to Christ in our own community. 
Love starts today. 
We are to go, but not at the cost of neglecting our neighbor 

Reality is - it’s easier to parachute in for a week and love them, than to live in love every day with people who drive us nuts.
We go on trips and share Jesus with every smelly & angry thing that moves. But here - if your dog barks too long I’m calling the cops. 
Say this with me if you’re a Christian - I am a missionary today, to the people around me - today. Walking out love changes the roads we walk 
Who are you in this story? 

· The robber – who uses and victimizes people 

· The any man – someone in need – abused – hurting – feeling alone 

· The religious – to busy to care – leaving it for someone else  

· The Samaritan – a person others gave up on – that Jesus didn’t give up on – who decide to live out loving his neighbor
· Maybe you’re - The Inn Keeper – a person of resource 

· Often, I think we are the 7th character - The Religious leader who asked Jesus the question – How little can I do?
Jesus help us to love our neighbor. For this is part of the greatest verse and command in the entire bible. 
Palm Sunday -   
The greatest passion 

The first miracle – water in wine – poured out

The last miracle – the cross – poured out

Who is the greatest in the kingdom?

(Philippians 2:3-9; Galatians 6:9-10) Matthew 20: 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Jesus not only reached out to the ones hard to love – but he did it sacrificially – Love is not always easy or comfortable

Easter = the end is the beginning. 
Accession - Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, (like us, near us) and in all Judea (like us, not near us) and Samaria, (not like us, not near us) and to the ends of the earth." (not like us, not near us)
