
The greatest – Wk 2
 – Bible Study – Loving others  
John 13:35
· How will the world know that we belong to Jesus?
· Pastor Ted talked Sunday about how the Bible tells us that we are to love anyone and everyone, especially those who are hard to love – is that easy? Why?
· How was Jesus the perfect model for this?

· Do we as Christians get to choose who we love? 

· What do you do when you find someone hard to love?

1 John 3:16-18
· How do we show our love for people?

We heard this weekend that to love God is to love others. How do the following verses help you better understand what it means to love your neighbor?

Proverbs 28:27; James 1:27; James 2:14-18; 
· What does this verses tell us about loving others others?

1 Timothy 5:4-8

· What does this verse say about helping our family?
Galatians 6:9-10

· What does this say about helping others?
Matthew 25:31-40

· Who do we love on when we help others?

BUT - Not all needs are equal – Not all needs should be met                   

It’s not hard to find people all around us with needs. The challenge is knowing which of the needs has your name on it. How can each of the following verses help shape your response to the needs of people around you?

· Did Jesus heal everybody who was sick?

· Did Jesus feed everyone who was hungry?

· Is it possible for us to meet every need?

· How do we respond to this? 

Matthew 26:6-15 – (value of 4-6 thousand dollars) 

· What did Jesus say in response to him wasting money?

The poor will always be with you, but I won’t
· Will we ever be able to solve the hunger crises?

· Does that mean we don’t try to help others?
At times it can be hard to determine the difference between helping someone in need and rescuing someone who needs to experience the consequences of their own bad decision or sin. What insights do the following passages give on this dilemma?

Proverbs 22:3
· What does this verse say about spending money?
2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 
· What does this verse tell about helping others?

· How do you decide if a need has your name on it?
· What boundaries or guidelines do you generally follow when it comes to helping others in need? 

· Can you think of anyone in your life that may need some help from you? What’s at risk for you to step in and offer to help?
 
· How can our good works affect God’s reputation?
Meeting the needs of others often happens in the interruptions of life. Jesus gave his followers clear instruction and a great example of what it looks like to be interruptible and to meet the needs of others. 
Mark 10:46-52 
· What helps you pay attention and take notice of the needs of others?
· What can distract you from taking notice of these needs?

· How can you become more interruptible so you can be better used by God?
