Life Team Bible Study
For the week of March 25
Quick Review:  Looking back at this week’s teaching was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you? 

HANG

· What holiday is all this week? Passion Week

· What holiday is this Friday? Good Friday

· What holiday is this Sunday? Easter

· Who are you bringing with you this weekend? 
· When this life is over - how do you want to be remembered? 

· If you had only 12 hours to live what things would you say to your family, why? 

· How do our last words expose our deep convictions?

HEAR
Tonight we want to take a look at 7 last statements of Jesus on the cross and see how they apply to our everyday life  - Jesus last qwords speak volumes... 
Luke 23: 33-34

1. “Father forgive them they know not what they do”
Beat, whipped and nailed down - there was no cursing or anger – only a prayer
· Who was Jesus speaking to? Those executing him and those mocking
· What does this mean for us?

· No matter who or how evil we've been hurt what is our response to be? 

Luke 23:32-43

2. “I tell you the truth; today you will be with me in paradise.”

· Where those men guilty? Why would Jesus show compassion and forgive one of the men and not the other?

· What did that man do to receive that? 

1. Humbled before God / 2. Confessed sin / 3.Turned to Jesus by faith

· Where did that man go that day? He went with Jesus to Paradise

John 19:26-27

3. “Woman here is your son,” - to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 

· What does this verse remind us about Jesus?

In the midst of his torture and pain… He never forgot his family

· How can we apply that to our life?
Matthew 27:45-46

4. “My God, My God why have you forsaken me?”

Jesus was actually quoting Psalm 22- it is a declaration of God's faithfulness

At this very moment the weight of the world was expressed in his humanity. He came in contact with the worst of all of us – the hideous unseen acts and thoughts of all humanity… read 1 Peter 2:22-24
· How is it possible to declare Gods faithfulness even while in pain?
John 19:28-29

5. “I am thirsty”

The simple meaning is... he was thirsty… the value of simple needs and joys

· How important are the simple pleasers of life? 

· What are your simple pleasures? (that honor God) 

· What role to they play in your daily joy?
* He then spoke the greatest of all his words of all time!

John 19:29-30 
6. “It is finished”

· What do you think was finished? What was paid for?

This does not refer to the end of his suffering… but to the finished job

It was a financial term: Literally – “Paid in Full” - The debt is paid

We are bankrupt in sin and need to file Chapter 7 - of Luke

Luke 7:41-48 

· The price for our sin - is paid for - why is that great news for us?
Luke 23: 46

7. “Father, into your hands I give my spirit.”
The torture and suffering was over - This reminds us the cross was an act of will.
· What does this verse say about how we can die with peace and rest?

Last 12 hours of Christ reveal Gods equation for a fulfilled life

The most important things Jesus wants us to know, the summation of his life

1 - Forgiveness – no matter how cruel, painful, or undeserving…

Letting the past go – those who have hurt you… forgive

This is the key to our relationship life
2 - Compassion - Reaching out to comfort those in need, forgotten, and hung out

The key to a meaningful life
3 - Family – the value of family and close relationships

The key to a rich life

4 - A life of Sacrifice – serving and putting others above yourself even when it hurts 

The key to valuable life

5 - The simple joys –simple pleasures /  walk, hug, nap, glass of water after work 

The key to contentment in life

6 - Salvation – The plan of God for our lives to know him surrender to Christ 

The key to eternal life

7 - Following the will of God - Every breath is Gods - living life in the father hands 

The key to a fulfilled life 

· What will your last words be?
With compassion, Christ is speaking to you an invitation to come and know his famous words of new life…
· This Good Friday- how will you remember the cross? 
HUDDLE

· List and talk about the people in your life that you would like to know Jesus?

· If you are not a follower of Jesus - this is good time to talk about why not?

· Ask for prayer requests for each other and pray for the people you mentioned.

HOME

*** Know Your Story:

· What was my life like before Jesus?

· When did I realize that I needed Jesus?

· How did I commit my life to Jesus?

· How has Jesus changed my life since that day?
