Sightings: wk 5 – UFC Showdown
Wrestlers are big / UFC – Me and Dirty Fighting – Here I am the little guy. Meeting someone and knowing someone are two different things. There are some OT guys who met Jesus… for real  
Places Jesus literally & literarily showed up in the OT 

Jesus is in every book: Jesus in the OT: As… 

- An appearance: cameo, before incarnation – Christophany (TODAY) 
- A prophecy – the prophecies of the messiah 
- A person – Abraham, David, Joseph, Joshua, judges, Noah
- A type – images/ symbols (bread, lamb, shepherd, rock) titles
Luke 24 Jesus has a surprise OT Bible study w/ 2 disciples - Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. v.32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"
Knowing the real Jesus, changes everything
Heb 11 has a list of people who did not give up - faith heroes. Written to Jewish Christians to encourage them to not give up on Jesus 

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for. (Faith is not positive thinking, a divine force, absence of fear or doubt. It’s living in light of God's words despite our reality – It’s trusting God enough to do what he says.

* What does your current reality look like? 
This week a guy who started out a villain / Abe’s grandson - Heb 11: 20 - By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. (Why mention the staff?  Because it was an important injury) 

Jacob is possibly one of the most significant heroes of Israel and a man who not only had a “sighting” of Jesus but also wrestled him.   

Story of a man running from his past, how a villain became a hero 
Genesis 25- Abraham’s son Isaac got married, his wife became pregnant - twins.  
25:22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, "Why is this happening to me?" So, she went to inquire of the LORD. 23 The LORD said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger." 
God ordained before their birth, the younger (born second) would have God’s calling… Traditionally the older inherited the father’s blessing. But Jacob (the young one) took it into his own hands.  
When the two were born – The 1st was hairy & red – Esau (means hairy, nicknamed Edom = Red) the 2nd came out holding the ankle the older - named Jacob (Lit. heel grabber - one who tries to cheat – deceiver)
Jacob was Born to Fight: he fought his whole life: at birth, as he grew 
 up: with his brother, his father, his father in law – and even with Jesus
Jacob was a cheat and a thief 
As young men – Esau was swindled by Jacobs Goulash - Esau starving after hunting asks Jacob for some of his famous stew – Jacob says on one condition; give me the spiritual leadership of the family (the birthright) Esau ready to starve gave in. Jacob conned his brothers position & honor using food. 
Years later - First recorded identity theft - Isaac blind and dying – Esau out getting his dad some dinner. Jacob acted like Esau w/ goat skin on his arm… 
Gen 27:18 He went to his father and said, "My father." "Yes, my son," he answered. "What is your name?" 19 Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your blessing."  20 Isaac asked his son, "How did you find it so quickly, my son?" "The LORD your God gave me success," he replied. 
What a liar! And using God’s name in vain. Jacob blessed him w/ the mantle of Abraham as leader & heir of God’s promise
Jacob hurt people deeply  
Just as Jacob left, Esau showed up – This is a soap opera - 31 … "My father, sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing."  32 His father Isaac asked him, "Who are you?" "I am your son," he answered, "your firstborn, Esau."  33 Isaac trembled violently and said, "Who was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!" 34 When Esau heard his father's words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his father, "Bless me - me too, my father!" 35 But he said, "Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing." (What would you do? Esau was scammed and sad – for good reason)

36 Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob? (the cheater) This is the second time he has taken advantage of me: He took my birthright, and now he’s taken my blessing!” Then he asked, “Haven’t you reserved any blessing for me?” 37 Isaac answered Esau, “I have made him lord over you and have made all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can I possibly do for you, my son?” 38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau wept aloud.  39 His father Isaac answered him, “Your dwelling will be away from the earth’s richness, away from the dew of heaven above. 40 You will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck.” (That last part is interesting – when you’ve had enough – you will let it go) 41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob." 
Jacob was miserable - Jacob moved away out of fear for his life
He started a family and became wealthy – he literally ran from his brother for 20 yrs. But he realized that if he was to go forward he had to face his past - God instructed Jacob to go home… Jacob was incredibly fearful, for good reason. 
In an effort to cool his brother Esau’s anger – he sent Gifts: oxen, donkeys, birds, servants -  and a message that said – “I’m sorry” 
A servant returned – said Esau was coming w/ 400 to see him. 
What would you do after that? Fear anxiety, humility, run!
What did he do? He had a big family BBQ, cried, said goodbye
Jacob divided his family into groups with servants and livestock - and spread them out thinking if Esau attacks at least one might live. That night he sat alone at the river Jabbok (Lit. Pouring out, to empty) He did just that… 
He did what any one of us would do - prayed & poured it all out to God Genesis 32:9 Then Jacob prayed, "O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who said to me, 'Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper… 11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 12 But you have said, 'I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.' "
God remember the promise – remember your word – remember me
For Jacob to move forward with God - he had to face a few things 
He has spent his life fighting others & fighting God – it ended here
Seven bizarre verses! One amazing coming attraction preview. 
That night worried & alone. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man (mystery??) wrestled (lit. get in the dirt / kick up dust) with him till daybreak. (All night long) 
· We have actual video … wrestling video 
· If Jacob had a wrestling name - Jake the Snake
Three encounters that night that turned a villain into a hero
25 When the (mystery) man saw that he could not overpower him, (Lit. when it was obvious Jacob would not give up or would not take no for an answer) he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. (He clearly could overpower him and was in control) 26 Then the (mystery) man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." (Jacob kicked up the dirt and clung to him all night – okay time to stop) But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." (Jacob knew who this was – was it literal or symbolic of prayer - YES)
1. He faced God – Who was this person he wrestled, v.30 tells us 
v.30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared." (knowing who was in control – was tenacious) 
That was God – Jesus / Christophany – “Jesus in human form”

· Abraham a wanderer – God came as a traveler

· Joshua a soldier – God came as a warrior

· Moses son of a govt. leader – God came as a law giver

· Jacob was a fighter – God came as a wrestler
Jesus got in the dirt with Jacob - He will go to any level to reach you 

Jacob was desperate (notice how desperation brings people to their knees) 
· He hit Rock bottom – he had a deep fear of losing it all!
· He had everything – people, possessions, power – but still had no peace of mind – his past haunted him.
Why was he holding on so tightly? He understood the horror, shame and regret of his past could not be faced without Him letting go. 
· He realized he needed God more than anyone or anything
· He was not about to give up or let go of God – he clinged
2. He faced Himself – he had to face who he was!
27 The man asked him, "What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered.  (The last time he was asked that - he lied to his father.) 
God knew his name, why ask it? Jacob - Are you going to continue to live up to your name? Look at yourself. Do you want to be him the rest of your life?  * Facing God gives you a clear view of self
Maybe you need to take a good look in the mirror - do you want to be the husband / mother / person you are called to be, or are you going to keep doing the same thing - to be the same person of your past? 
28 Then the man (Jesus) said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome."  (Israel - one who “struggles” w/ God and preservers. Also means prince of God) 29 Jacob said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you ask my name?" (I’m not going to tell you – you should know) Then he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, (lit. face of God) saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared." 31The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. (the rest of life – he limped and leaned on a staff – a reminder) 
He faced God – faced himself – and with faith in God he was able to… 
3. He faced His past – he faced what he did, and its consequences
That morning he assembles his family back together and goes to meet Esau - Gen 33:1 Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two maidservants. 2 He put the maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven times as he approached his brother.
He had no idea what was in store with Esau - fully expected the worse - but it was in God’s hands now…  Ever been there? 

4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept. (20 yrs running and fighting) 

When he surrendered his past to God – He found a new future and healing in his family! 
Jacob the villain became Israel the man of compassion, love, mercy, and trust – he was different – at one time he just knew about God, but now he knew God – he met Jesus.
This is a picture of the redemption of our past in Christ 

Hosea 12:3 In the womb he grasped his brother’s heel; as a man he struggled with God. 4 He struggled with the angel (the messenger) and overcame him (lit. did not let go); he wept and begged for his favor. He found him at Bethel and talked with him there — 5 the LORD God Almighty, the LORD is his name!
At Bethel Jacob slept with his head on a stone – he dreamed of a ladder leading to the Throne of God – and God spoke to him.
3 things God said:
1. I will fulfill my word to your father. 2. I will fulfill my word for your future descendants. 3. I will take care of you right now. 
That same stone that he slept on he anoints with oil and water, raises it up and calls that place “the house of God” At Bethel he talked to God and placed a rock marker – a reminder that God spoke. When in doubt, he looked to the rock – Jesus is the rock 
Jesus is the rock - that is risen – Jesus is that Ladder that ascended into heaven – Jesus was the man he wrestled with!
Jacob (Israel) had 12 sons who became the 12 tribes of Israel – they still live up to their name as a country that struggles with God.
Two things happened with Jacob the morning he met Jesus

· He had a new name – meaning the perception of who he was, was no longer his tag… People knew him differently - it was a new start
· He had a new walk – He physically was no longer able to rely on his own strength – he had to leave on a staff – trusting God. 

Like Jacob - when God truly touches you you’re never the same again. Your walk is different – the limp is beautiful reminder of our new life!
Where are you today?  

· Maybe you’re wrestling with God today

· Maybe you’re living in fear from your past, shame, regret 

· Maybe your like Jacob – it’s time to face your past 

· Maybe your like Esau – it is time to let it go of the past 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
That could be you!

This week face Jesus and find forgiveness – own up to your past – with a call / a letter/ an email / coffee – God can restart it
Maybe you have lost opportunities – moments slipped thru your hand – a fight – neglect – resentment – laziness – the choice is yours
· A million little choices – video 
Come face to face with yourself
Come face to face with your past 

Come face to face with Jesus! 
Allow Jesus to touch you today and walk away with a new identity, a new walk, and a new life!
