Coming attraction – wk7 – Life in Chaos   
Family trips – summer camps – family memories… good times. 

But, not all family memories are good ones.
Our main text - Jesus has a surprise Bible Study w/ 2 disciples – thru the OT. Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (as they heard the previews – their hearts burned for God)
Big question of this series: How well do you know your Jesus? 
Jesus in the OT: An appearance / A prophecy / A person / A type

There are so many – we only scratched the surface
Storms rage in life - pain & suffering. Today - how to find peace in chaos - Often misrepresented & misquoted - Job.
Background Check on JOB: People divided over origin & meaning 
Oldest book in bible, set in prose, highly intelligent - a poem or true?
James 5:11 James, brother of Jesus, refers to Job as a historic person 
Apostle Paul quotes from Job twice.  Job is considered a real person.
It’s one of the few OT book about a non-Hebrew - many believe Job is the great grandfather of Jethro, Moses father in law – who told Moses
Moses mentions Job’s friends in Genesis 36

Interesting that the oldest book in the Bible is about suffering. Why do bad things happen to Good people? Why is there pain and death?
Job 1:1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. (Some might say Job was obviously a sinful person or messed up because of all the suffering he went thru - but he wasn’t.) This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. (job was righteous) 2 He had seven sons and three daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.

Then how did he get from there to – Job 3:1 After this, Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. 2 He said: 3 "May the day of my birth perish, and the night it was said, 'A boy is born!' 4 That day—may it turn to darkness; may God above not care about it; may no light shine upon it.  ** Ever felt that way?
Behind the Curtain: Interaction between God & Satan – God points out Job Job 1:8 Then the LORD said to Satan, (lit. adversary) "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." (Remember Job was a good man) 
Satan says he only loves you because life is good. God - Really? 
What follows is hell on earth for Job - Why would God allow that?
Satan puts job to a test… Three Tests: (our tests) 4 messengers…
Test 1 – Loss of Family – #1 says Your daughters & sons were ambushed, some slaughtered, some taken as slaves / #2 says – your other children killed when a tornado collapsed their house on them.

In pain - He refuses to curse God 
Test 2 – Loss of Possessions (job) - #3 says - Your business and co-workers were destroyed by a fire / #4 - another you were completed robbed - Though in great inner pain - He blesses God 
Test 2 – Loss of Health - Satan takes another try: He makes Job sick 
Stand up if you’ve ever lost someone you love, lost a job, lost your health. You’ve been where Job is – asked the questions Job asks. 

Job 2:7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. (That’s nice - Funny pic from a Bible museum in Mansfield, OH - Then his encouraging wife says) 9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!" (Gotta love it – what a woman!) 10 He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. (Men ever said that to your wife? Tip – don’t) Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?" In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.  -  Though in great inner pain - He will not curse God 
Three Friends: During this time, he has 3 visits from 3 friends 
Job 2:11 When Job's three friends (Eliphas, Bildad, Zophar)… heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. (good intentions - but sometimes good intentioned friends can give the worst advice)
Talking with friends - Job 3:25 What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has happened to me. 26 I have no peace, no quietness; I have no rest, but only turmoil.” (Job asks – I struggle to find peace? Would you call that depressed?)
3 Friends - 3 answers – How to find peace… 
The meaning of these three guys is debated to this day
Eliphas steps up first - Job 4:12 "A word was secretly brought to me, my ears caught a whisper of it. 13 Amid disquieting dreams in the night, when deep sleep falls on men, 14 fear and trembling seized me and made all my bones shake. 15 A spirit glided past my face, and the hair on my body stood on end. 16 It stopped, but I could not tell what it was. A form stood before my eyes, and I heard a hushed voice: 17 'Can a mortal be more righteous than God?  Can a man be more pure than his Maker?   (I saw in a vision – a spirit came to me and told me you were in sin and that you have failed God and he is judging you)
1. Spiritual mysteries (Eliphas) 
There is a fascination with the occult today- we want goose bumps
Personal spirits, new age, visions, Mormonism, Islam, Occult - 
You’re going to find that each of Job’s friends (like many religions) have a mixture of truth and untruth – false spiritual advice = confusion
Eliphas tells Job this mystery spirit says - God never afflicts the innocent, therefore Job must have done something to deserve this.  * Job responds- I wish I was dead (the occult does not bring peace) 
Bildad next - Job 8:8 "Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers learned, 9 for we were born only yesterday and know nothing, and our days on earth are but a shadow. 10 Will they not instruct you and tell you? Will they not bring forth words from their understanding? (You need to learn & read more)
2. Wisdom of Man (Bildad) 
Look back to the ancients - return to the old ways – read their wisdom
Many try to find peace in education / knowledge / reason / philosophy – God loves Knowledge, but it cannot bring peace 

Bildad adds - you obviously deserve God’s judgment * Job responds - I wish I was dead (Man’s wisdom does not bring peace) 
Zophar – was last - Job 11:13 "Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to him, 14 if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, 15 then you will lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear.  (Job - You obviously lack faith) 

3. Religion (Zophar)
More church – more prayer – more faith – more rules – Have more faith, think positive, try harder, get rid of sin and you’ll have perfect life.
Some of you have might have experienced this – but you end up never feeling good enough – blaming yourself.  
You try but still have not found what you’re looking for (U2 song) Still no peace - young people leaving church – shaking off parent’s religion.
            *Job responds - I wish I were dead (religion doesn’t bring peace) 

Job was getting more frustrated with his friends: Good intentioned half true but dead wrong friends - Job's friends increasingly berate him…
Job responds – Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face.  

What’s on you lips – “Chicken poop” lip moisturizer – what is on your lips – some of you have poop on them… 
Job 16:1Then Job replied: 2 “I have heard many things like these; you are miserable comforters, all of you! 3 Will your long-winded speeches never end?    What ails you that you keep on arguing? 4 I also could speak like you, if you were in my place; I could make fine speeches against you and shake my head at you. 5 But (I would treat you better) my mouth would encourage you; comfort from my lips would bring you relief.  16 My face is red with weeping, dark shadows ring my eyes; 17 yet my hands have been free of violence and my prayer is pure. (I know God is good and in control - but God, Why?)
His friends: the answer is mysticism, knowledge, and religious works - Job knew none of these things would not bring peace
Job crying out for someone who could stand before the Father for him
Job 19:14 My relatives have failed, And my close friends have forgotten me. 15 Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, Count me as a stranger; I am an alien in their sight. 16 I call my servant, but he gives no answer; I beg him with my mouth. 17 My breath is offensive to my wife, (been there) And I am repulsive to the children of my own body. 18 Even young children despise me; I arise, and they speak against me. 19 All my close friends abhor me, And those whom I love have turned against me.  (In his pain he says something amazing)
At every turn Job’s friends attacked, condemned & accused Job responds with real expressions of pain and hope in God 

Then a mystery 4th friend – Elihu - (my God is He) – only person in Job to refer to himself as “I” (Speaks God’s words to Job, then vanishes) 
His challenge to Job - God is always good and does as he pleases God does not owe us a reason for what He does.  For 5 chapters Elihu contends God's power, salvation, and absolute rightness in all his ways. God is just and quick to forgive. (Elihu = is a Jesus sighting)
Elihu acts as mediator and defender of Job between his friends

Immediately after Elihu (declars God’s word) God speaks to Job! Job 38:1 Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm. (That’s where God talks the loudest – in our storms) He said:  2 “Who is this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge? 3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. 4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand.  (NEXT 5 chapters - Did you create anything, give life, take life, bring seasons, heal people, make mountains from nothing, design the human body, cosmos or animals?  Yeah, thought so…) 
Job responds – God you are and have always been in control 

God says – so trust me, even when you don’t understand.
Job is eventually blessed with twice what he lost and even becomes a mediator to God for his friends.
If you are looking for peace, you will not find it in People, Possession, Positions, The occult, education, or more Religion - These things will leave you empty – frustrated – disappointed! 
Having a baby – being married – girl/boy fried – better job – new house – diff. school - But like Job you can find it in Jesus. 
Job’s Walk Away: 
1 – God has full and complete power at all time
Including over what Satan can and cannot do – at the heart of Job is God asking, “Are you me? Do you have my power?”
2 - When trials come – it’s your integrity that is questioned 

Job 2:9 His wife - Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!
When trials come we tend to scheme & compromise integrity
3 – Sometimes Good people suffer – Suffering is not a sign of sin and when suffering comes God remains enough and deserves our trust.

Job denounces “retribution theology” as law - that wise / righteous people always prosper, and foolish / sinful people are penalized.
Job was a wise righteous man (God said so - Job 1:8) who suffers enormously. 
Job prepared the way and gave us a picture of Jesus righteous / without sin – who suffered unto death, the suffering servant – lamb.
4 – Sometimes we won’t know why we hurt – God never told Job why he suffered just that he was in control and to trust Him. 
Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Job gives partial answers and more questions as to why there is suffering. The main answer you get from God is, I’m creator.  
5 – Trials can bring us the clearest views of Jesus
It was in those moments of pain that Job understood who Jesus was. 

It was out of the storm that God spoke to Job the loudest.  
· My Cancer – drew me closer to God
Job 42:5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.
6 – Restoration follows forgiveness

The turning for from Job was the forgiveness of his friends. 
Job 42:10 And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. And the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.
Reminds me of Jesus words, Matthew 5:23-25 – leave it at the altar and go make it right. We can forgive, when we know forgiveness 
7 – There is a mediator between us and God – Jesus!
Job realized the problem - God is Holy we are sinful - His ways are more complex than we can imagine.
Job bewildered and frustrated was looking for a mediator. Who will fight for me? Is no one qualified? The he saw a glimpse of Jesus
Job 9:32 - "He (God) is not a man like me that I might answer him, that we might confront each other in court. (you can’t put God on trial) 33 If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us both, (If only there was someone who could mediate to God for me – someone both God and man – to lay hands upon us both) 34 someone to remove God's rod (wrath) from me, so that his terror would frighten me no more. 35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now stands with me, I cannot.  (I need a mediator)
Job 16:19 Even now my witness (Jesus) is in heaven; my advocate is on high. 20 My intercessor (Jesus) is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God; 21 on behalf of a man he pleads with God as a man pleads for his friend. 22 "Only a few years will pass before I go on the journey of no return.  (I will see him soon)
Job 19:25 I know that my Redeemer (vindicator – who rescues) lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. (he will come to earth) 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! (for that day!)
His heart was calling for Jesus the savior – in his pain he saw him! One who would come and stand in his place before God. 
Paul says this to Tim - 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.  (Jesus the vindicator)
Whatever you’re going through - I may not have the answers you’re looking for – but I know this, God is good and in control
Job chose to have on his lips - thank you God you are all I have… and that is all I need. You are enough. Thank you. 

You can know the one who has his hand both the God and man – the God/man Jesus Christ 

Three Coming Attractions in Job – Jesus the Mediator 

1 Mediator Messiah – redeemer (mediator to man for God) 

2 Mediator Elihu – Mediator to people for Job

3 Mediator Job - blameless one who suffered (M. to friends to God) 

Job saw Jesus 2000 years before the birth of Jesus - Can you see him?
