Coming attraction – wk3 - Casting By God  
The credits role / the cast list – funny could have been roles - Some people – they were just made for those roles. 
We’re looking at places Jesus literally & literarily showed up in the OT 

Jesus is in every book: Jesus in the OT: As… 
- An appearance: cameo, before incarnation - Christophany

- A prophecy – the prophecies of the messiah 
- A person – Abraham, David, Joseph, the judges, Joshua, Noah
- A type – images / symbols (bread, lamb, shepherd, rock) / titles
Luke 24 Jesus has a surprise walk w/ 2 disciples – leads them thru an OT Bible Study - Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (The previews – as they heard, the bible says their hearts burned for God)
Big question of this series: How well do you know your Jesus? 

Jesus was clear that the scripture was about Him - John 5:39 You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me. / 46 - If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. (pointed to – coming attraction) 
Today 3 types: In the OT, 3 offices are the backdrop of every aspect of life and story; every setting included a prophet, priest or King / or all 
What comes to mind when you hear those words – PPK?
* Prophet – predicts the future or end times / * Priest – special line to God / catholic / * King – Ruler / monarch / England 

All 3 designed by God for a purpose: 3 GREAT ROLES / GIFTS- Defined
1. PROPHETS: Speak for God – lit. spokesman - declares
Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt - God used Moses to give them His commands– Perfect example of one who God uses and empowers to speak on His behalf – Moses was the first prophet.
Prophets Role: To give people a chance to understand what God is saying – not necessarily a “what is going to happen”, but a “thus says the Lord” = a what God is saying now.  
Prophets - confront people with God’s word.
The greatest Prophet in the OT was Moses: The law giver

Moses prophesied of one who is to be the ultimate prophet - Deut 18:18 The one to come - a super prophet. They knew this and looked for him.
2. HIGH PRIESTS: Provides access to God – like a mediator 
God is Holy, we are not. We can’t approach Him (problem - sin).

As a Prophet speaks to us from God / a Priest spoke to God for us
A whole family (Levites) were assigned to go before God for everyone - They were to serve and care for God’s people spiritually. Assigned to make sacrifices so that they could be in relationship w/ God, they were a mediator. Aaron (Moses brother in law) was first assigned priest 

· The greatest Prophet in the OT was Melchizedek: 1st priest 

3. KINGS: A king provides the protection and authority of God
OT Kings were assigned to rule, protect and guide w/ righteous authority and just judgment 
· The greatest King in the OT was David: AKA the unifying king
God gave these 3 gifts - found in almost every OT story - all 3 point to Jesus. Every prophet, priest & godly king was a coming attraction. 
As we examine the words of Jesus we discover that He fulfilled each of the.   Matthew 5:17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  (I am here to fulfill every detail of the OT) 
Movie trailers: We try to piece it together. Last Jedi made people mad – the fans spent 2 years trying to figure things out… only to be wrong. Many people in the NT had the same issue with Jesus.

The 3 Roles of Jesus – How Jesus is the Main Attraction
1. Jesus the Prophet:  Jesus fulfills the role of the prophet 
As a prophet reveals and speaks Gods word, Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise of the great prophet who has to come & boldly confront us
Moses prophesied of the ultimate prophet - Deuteronomy 18:18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 19 If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account.  (They were looking for him – every good Jewish family knew this) 
John 6:14 - After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world."
Peter preaching Deut 18 talking about Jesus adds - Acts 3:24 "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.
Jesus fulfilled the role of the prophet – he was The Super Prophet - And like Moses his miracles confirmed this role

Hebrews 1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days (this age) he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. (Showing Jesus full authority)
NT role is diff. = They point to Jesus and God’s Word, boldly speaking they console, encourage, confront, & build up the church  
OT prophets spoke with a “thus says the lord”, Jesus spoke on his own authority - “I tell you this” - “Truly I say unto you” He spoke w/ divine authority as the very Word of God made flesh (John 1:1)  

Those who listened wondered at his understanding and ability to preach and speak with such authority - What did he preach? He preached the Kingdom has come – it is here – ME (Jesus)  

Jesus the prophet – confronts us of our sin (He speaks) 
Pointing out sin in our life: Jesus as prophet speaks to us boldly 

He called people out – calling them hypocrites, blind guides, thieves and self indulgent, whitewashed tombs full of dead men’s bones, serpents and a brood of vipers – and children of the devil… Jesus boldly spoke (Ironically those words targeted the religious leaders) 
Many don’t like the truth telling Jesus. The truth exposes the reality of our own sin. When I read the Bible is says God is Holy and I am not - “but I feel depressed when I read it” - Maybe it’s not depression but conviction. Maybe Jesus the prophet and his Word is calling you to repent.   Do you know Jesus as the truth telling prophet?
2. Jesus as Priest: ultimately & intimately fulfills the role of Priest
As priests humbly stands before God to make a sacrifice so does he
You’ve heard of Judas Priest – how about Jesus Priest 
Remember Melchizedek? Jesus cameo - Mel was a coming attraction
Abram just won a fight - 2 kings came out to great him; King of Sodom and the mystery King of Salem. Genesis 14:18 - Then Melchizedek (righteous king) king of Salem (Salam? The land that would later be Jerusalem) brought out bread and wine. (covenant meal – foreshadow of Passover) He was priest of God Most High, (not only king - but high priest – centuries before Moses set in the priestly order) 19 and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 20 And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. (?? Tithe – is sign of submission, trust, and worship - centuries before the principle of the tithe was given as a act of submission and trust to God – he gave it) 
And then Mel disappears… but left a big impact. 
This mystery man – possible Christophany – foreshadowing of a future priesthood / Mel is without genealogy (no beginning and no end) Unlike other priest who die – he was both a priest and king who lives forever. 
Mel was considered non-human by the hebrews, a divine priest – David sings about him - Psalm 110:1 The Lord says to my Lord: (God calling the messiah God) "Sit at my right hand (full authority) until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." (then he sings of his power and authority) 4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: "You (the king messiah) are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."
Interestingly Dead Sea Scrolls name Melchi-resha (king of evil) the chief angel of darkness (aka. Satan). Jewish people definitely saw Mel as the eternal king of righteousness. 
Hebrews affirms Jesus as priest (Heb 4:15 – Jesus our high priest)
Hebrews 6:19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  Hebrews 7:1 - This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, 2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace." (Sounds like - names of Jesus) 3 Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever. (He is eternal) 4 Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! (He submitted to him) 
We needed someone to talk to God for us, priesthood was that vehicle (they are like interest only payments) but Jesus fulfills it once and for all (pays the full balance) A temple is no longer needed. God was never looking for a building of brick, but one of flesh & blood = God’s goal
Jesus our Priest – He cares for you. 
Jesus our eternal priest – Jesus actually pays attention to you, thinks of you – and knows and cares for you. A few examples.
· He came to seek out those who are sick in soul

Levi was a hated & wild tax collector – Jesus went to a party at his house – full of people living wild lives – the religious complained about it (was less like a Bible study and more like a rap video) Luke 5:31 Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 
Wild ones, sick in heart – Christ cares for you. He gives mercy to the sick and friendship to sinners.

* But only those who recognize their sickness can find Jesus 
· He came to seek out the lost of society: the hopeless & lost causes 
Zacchaeus a wealthy little man people hated (Mafia boss) Jesus went to his house. Who is this Jesus who has dinners w/ sinners? Luke 19:10 - For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." (A lost cause is a good cause) 
· He came to die for our sins

As the perfect spotless priest, his own death was satisfaction for sin. 
He showed unmerited mercy and kindness - We don’t deserve it, but he gave it because he cares for you – a humble priest 
Hebrews 7:24 But because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. (Our mediator – you don’t need a person to find forgiveness – not a church, denomination, tradition, priest, saint, or Mary – you need Jesus) 26 Such a high priest meets our need--one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.
Hebrews 9:24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary - that was only a copy of the true one; (the temple was a coming attraction) he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
Christ does not die every time we take communion – he does not die on the cross every time we ask forgiveness – once for all time his blood was shed and that was enough 
Jesus the priest – comforts us in our sin – give us access - (He cares) 
Do you know how much Jesus the priest cares for you?
All Priests tribe of Levi / All kings were tribe of Judah – except Jesus / Jesus was both – read 2 Chronicles 26: Uzziah 
3. Jesus as King: Jesus fulfills the OT role of the King
Righteous and good: Jesus as King rules over us with authority 
When confronted by Pilate - John 18:36-37 - Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of (from or given by) this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." 37"You are a king, then!" said Pilate.  Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 
As king he came to reveal his kingdom and authority
Jesus, currently rules supreme over all - The spirit world: Satan, demons, spirits / The material world: nations, tribes, tongues, kingdoms, your alcohol, your diet, your hobbies, your movies, your job, your pants, your internet browser, your car, your home 

As the perfect and divine King of all, He merits our loyalty to his commands in every area of our life. 
We will all stand before him one day - as he asks about your dating life, work life, browsing life -  “Well God, that’s my personal life. I am in charge of my pants…” Jesus says – no you’re not.
Jesus the prophet – confronts us of our sin (He speaks) 
Jesus the priest – comforts us in our sin – give us access - (He cares) 

Jesus the king – commands us to relinquish our life of sin (He rules) 
Jesus as King reminds us that we can’t compartmentalize Him. 
Do you know Jesus as king and ruler of your life? 
When we neglect one of these 3 look what happens: The Traps
· Prophet + King – Priest  = Legalism - rules, an angry God - Most often seen in fundamentalism – The result = depression /arrogance

· Prophet + Priest – King = Duplicitous, compartmentalize God, I know the word, Jesus is my helper, but I rule my life - Seen often in evangelicalism  – The result = Hypocrisy and even secret lives
· Priest + King – Prophet = Liberalism, Jesus is a good man who teaches us to love each other, but does not recognize sin – The result = tolerance and acceptance of sin - in self and others 
Well, Christians should not offend people – really? Sometimes truth is offensive – and Jesus offended quite a few… 
Prophet, priest, and king - Each role is working in us to matures us 
Moses is awesome, but not enough. Aaron is renown, but not enough / David is celebrated, but not enough - In Jesus you have them all.

Which aspect do you most misunderstand or ignore?
Which one do you need today?
The truth giver, the care giver, the life ruler 

Will you allow the fullness of Jesus to be revealed to you as prophet, priest, and king?
