Surviving Christmas – wk 2 – Oh Christmas Tree 
Merry Christmas! We’re giving a Christmas survival guide of sorts
Perspective
For some it is exciting - can’t get enough / For some stressful - busy 

cooking, parties, shop - It’s a lot of work to pull off Christmas.
For some holidays bring frustration: money, travel, family
For some bad memories - or new memory w/out someone they love
It is all the perspective…  During the holidays we sometimes lose perspective.  Let’s get our eyes on what Christmas is really about?
Wk1 - Survival guide rule #1 Christmas is all about the presents.
Matthew 1 - Jesus is Immanuel = God with us – God is present. 
Today Survival guide rule #2 You can’t have Christmas without the tree
The lights – the decorations – getting the boxes in the attic. Vid – light contest.  Who has a tree? You really can’t have Christmas w/out a tree. 

To understand this, we need to go back… Matthew 1 - Joseph was pledged to marry Mary – then found out she was pregnant. She said it was a miracle – but he was not convinced… As you might guess this was a problem… 
Just as He was about to call it off… 20 …an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. (this is God’s plan…) 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, (Yeshua) because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). (God is present – Christmas is all about the presents) 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. (did consummate till after)
Things you won’t find on a Christmas Card 
1. Christmas is a problem (Ps 32, Ro 3:23, Lu 2:10-14)
It reminds us that we have a big problem! The angel said name him – Jesus. Jesus very name points to a problem. Jesus = God saves! 
To the shepherds - Luke 2:10 …the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
A savior? We needed saving? We needed a savior?
We only need a SAVIOR when all is LOST.
You only need saving when you’re drowning - when you’re helpless. That’s why he came – he did not come because all was merry, bright, and well – he came because all was wrong!
2. The reason for the season is SIN 

Jesus is a savior of what? Our sin. Christmas reminds me I am a sinner
Well I’m pretty good – no, not even you - Romans 3:10 - As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one.  (Hold up the universal symbol for zero) 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.  (Every person has this problem – everyone) 
Romans 3:23: …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (pretty clear - no one is going to heaven with a sin problem - nobody)
Well Ted I just trust my heart - follow your heart – we can’t! Jeremiah 17:9 - The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?
That’s not my God, he would never think that - you’re incorrect - Genesis 6:5: The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (That’s our heart - always thinking what I can get and how can I get it!?) 
We tend to live our life trying to satisfy – The “ME” 
This is a core foundational essential called - TOTAL DEPRAVITY 
Isaiah 53:6 All (who?) we like sheep (cute but dumb - they follow everything) have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; (I want – I want – I want what I want – what will it take to get it - the problem - Total Depravity - then Isaiah gives a promise) and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Def. Total depravity - Every part of us is leaning toward the wrong. We have a total inability – we are incapable to do right. 
Christmas reminds us we are selfish. It’s our natural bent. Something even a child displays… We tricked our daughter by naming her NO! -el
Our spirit by nature follows the wrong (Is 64:6, Ma 7:17-18, Ps 51:5, Ep 2:1-5, Is 59) John 8:34 – Jesus says we are slaves to sin - Romans 6 – Paul repeats it – we are natural sinners, dead in sin.  We don’t choose to sin - we sin. It is as natural to us as breathing - and that’s the problem.
Humanism says man is good at his core - We have found this untrue; pick up a history book, read a paper, watch the news. 
People are evil: Father who threw 2yr over bridge / microwaving babies / Sachse Mom shooting her son / coaches molesting kids / sex slave trade! And we just read it and move on – we too are evil.

You know what the problem with the world is - ME! 

I’m what’s wrong with the world
No pointing the fingers anymore - we are no different than the worst of sinners – I was at Eastham prison with violent offenders – we are the same. “there but for the grace of God go I” – if we were to act out our heart, our deprived sinful heart… we would all be gone.
If there is anything good in us - anything righteous – anything loving – it’s only because God is working thru us. He’s the only reason we even want to know Him. 1Co12:3 No one can say Jesus is Lord except by the spirit!
We can’t grasp the true Glory of Christmas unless we understand the depth of this problem!  If we don’t get this, we miss Christmas.
Sin draws a line between you & God – a problem we cannot solve 
The Bible is so clear – we can’t do anything on our own to help it.

Isaiah 64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. (Menopause rags) We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. Even the actions we call good are prideful attempts at self-righteousness.
The problem of Christmas – it reminds us that 

· We are sinners by Nature – who we are

· We are sinners by Deed – what we have done

Isaiah 59:2 …your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. (It’s not that he could not be near you; it is that he would not, lest he consumed you)
But many don't think they need salvation. I don’t need a savior. Saved from what? It is hard for many to accept.
Ready for some good news? We caused a problem, but God brought a promised.   Matthew 1:21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
3. The promise of Christmas is blood
Christmas is both a problem and a promise 

The problem is massive - and the solution is magnificent
So complex and unique, that only God could orchestrate it. 

To the shepherds - Luke 2:10 …the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
This is why a baby was born, this is why he came. The problem of Christmas is we’re filthy, dirty, and need a savior 

The purpose of Christmas was to get Jesus to that tree
To get from the cradle to that cross – to rid us of sin. A promise of salvation – You can’t have Christmas without the tree!
Sin came through the temptation of a woman (Eve) 

Salvation came through one born of a woman (Mary) 
Death entered through one man’s disobedience (Adam) 

Life is restored through one man’s obedience (Jesus) 
The enemy, Satan conquered humanity by tasting the fruit of a tree

Christ conquered the enemy be bearing the fruit of suffering on a tree. 

1 Peter 2:24 He (Jesus) Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. "By His stripes you are healed."
(Acts 5:30, Acts 10:39, Acts 13:29, Galatians 3:13)
The cross was often referred to as the tree.
Christmas is about the man in red – Not Santa, but Jesus on the cross. 

Romans 1:6 For while we were still weak, at the right time (right time in history) Christ died for the ungodly. (that is us) 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die - 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
We caused a problem of SIN - but God brought a promise of salvation. Christmas is God moving towards us!
4. The purpose of Christmas was Easter
But it did not end there – Christ was buried and rose again!  

Jesus road back to the throne included a pit stop at a cross & tomb
* Folding chair gospel
Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
This is Christmas – Jesus our amazing guide, Jesus almighty God in the flesh, the perfect parent, the powerful peace giver! 

Push someone: What do you want to do…? Push back - Reciprocation It’s the opposite of reconciliation. When someone wrongs us, it’s our natural inclination – to do the same or worse. Silent treatment, start rumors, share information told in confidence w/ the intention to hurt.

All relational strife is about reciprocation – but God did something different. We said, God forget you, I can do what I want. God had every reason to reciprocate - But He didn’t!
Why did he do this? Notice - Isaiah 9:6: For to us… (That’s reconciliation)  
We did this… but God did this… He was offended - he was robbed, yet he paid for it himself - He broke the cycle, made the first move
Jesus came to be the - push back – to be the shock absorber for his own wrath – that baby boy was to take our punishment. Who would have thought? This is good news!
God himself – became… a baby? Do you understand God’s heart for you? He is broken that you hold on to sin so tightly.  
He is Holy, we are not – we are full of sin & pride - but he humbly came
· Not born to a queen but to a peasant (just barley a teenager)
· Not born in a big city but a tiny town – Bethlehem  

· Not born to a party but into poverty

· He came in humility and expects us to respond in humility to Him
· Born to suffer – to die – born to be buried – then rise again!
The result of Christmas is a relationship - with God through forgiveness and freedom!

How do we respond to this Christmas Tree? 3 Quick Things…

* Receive it – got to make it your own – personal decision

John 1:12- But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God (Do you know that you know? You can.) 
You don’t have it because your Mom, wife, school, family – has it. (Christmas bells) It has to be a relationship you willingly enter. Have you done this?
You might just miss Christmas if you think it’s better to give than to receive. It starts with receiving – his gift of grace and mercy.
* Replicate it – I don’t just want to know salvation I want everyone to – my friend, co-worker, gym trainer, teller, the post office guy
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. (That’s Christmas) 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; (now, it’s our turn) 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.
How great would this Christmas be to lead someone to Christ! Can I pray for you, share with you, love on you - sow the seed – and it will replicate. Invite cards. 
* Repeat it - Be in your relationships with others what God is to you 
Choose to not reciprocate, but exercise forgiveness. Instead of wrath, show love - undeserved kindness rather than revenge.

Copy lady attached this week! God help us! She said he prayed and read scripture. 
Some of you have been abused, lied to, cheated on, stolen from - What do you do? What did God do? Right now, someone is coming to mind? This Christmas who’s coming that’ll be difficult? Look to the tree!
God shows us kindness, grace, and mercy daily, we are to do the same 
In my life I have come to learn this and it’s still painful and hard to live.
Christmas cards – they always look so happy and calm… Your Christmas card might seem merry and bright – but is that what is really going on inside? 

What do you need to do? respond – replicate – repeat 
Dr. Richard Selzer book, “Mortal Lessons”. He once performed surgery on a beautiful woman to take a tumor off the side of her face just before Christmas. He knew that when he took the tumor out, this lady’s mouth would be droopy and deformed for the rest of her life. Dr. Selzer said that when the woman recovered from surgery she asked for a mirror. As she looked in the mirror she was shaken. She said, “Doctor, will I always look like this?” He said, “Yes, you will.” - Then her husband said, “Honey, I like your mouth. I think it looks great.” And Dr. Selzer watched as the husband reached down to kiss his wife on the lips. And right before his lips touched hers, he accommodated his mouth to hers. Dr. Selzer bowed his head and said to himself, “That’s Christmas.”

We’re distorted - warped by sin. Yet God in his grace sent Jesus wrapped in skin - to accommodate us. 

Isn’t it about time that you received the kiss of heaven? 
Luke 1:26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, (que pasa!) you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” (why Mary? Why her? – She was told after John…)  29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. (Why me?) 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. (God saves) 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, (royalty – this is refence to him being the Messiah) 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” (eternal king) 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”  38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. (Lord whatever you want) 
“Lord, whatever you want is really what I want. Go ahead. As much as I need to give the Almighty permission to do anything, I give you permission to use me however You see fit.”
Have you ever been excited to open a gift only to open it and it’s not what you wanted? Disappointment – with a happy face.  We do the same with God – this is not what I wanted. How are you doing? Great….

There are 4 words given to every participant in the Christmas story when an angel appears, “Do not be afraid!” Zachariah, Mary, Joseph, shepherds.  Used more than any other – phrase to introduce the Christmas story – Why? Because things were not so merry. They were afraid – but Christmas comes to tell us – do not be afraid. Christmas has come for those afraid of life, struggles, worry, loneliness, health. Do not fear! He is here.  What a great card that would be.  
