Livingway Life Teams - week of Jan 27
Welcome to the Spring Semester!
LEADERS: This week we kick off our new semester. Your first meeting will include a time to get acquainted and discuss the purpose of Life teams. The homework has been shortened this week to allow ample time to accomplish this. 

To prepare for this week’s meeting, take some time to focus on the questions below and be prepared to share your answers with the group. Have a great first meeting as you come together to connect and encourage one another to grow and to see God change your lives from the inside out! 


· Welcome – (possible prayer needs) 
· Meet and introduce each other – 

· Share your heart concerning the group and your desire to grow together and in your walk with Jesus.

getting to know you Questions 

1.  What’s something you did over Christmas that was fun or enjoyable – i.e. going to a movie, a part, family gathering, vacation, travel, etc.? 

2. Describe your first job - what you liked about it, what you didn't, and anything else about it that comes to mind.

PURPOSE OF LIFE TEAMS
LF exist to promote spiritual maturity and personal growth through meaningful Christian relationships and the study of God’s Word.  

Here’s how it will happen:

· SHARE
Each week we’ll take time to share what is happening in our lives. It will become more informal and personal as we feel more comfortable. This is to help build relationship. 
· STUDY
Each week we’ll study a section from God’s Word that relates to the previous weekend’s sermon or an appropriate personal growth topic. Our goal is to learn how to live out our Christianity in everyday life.

· SUPPORT
Each week we’ll learn how to take care of one another as Christ commanded (John 15:9-13). This care can take many forms, such as prayer, encouragement, listening, challenging one another and meeting real needs.

· SERVE
Spiritual growth is fostered not only by what we gain through the support and input of others, but also through service to others. The role each of us fills is important to the health of the church and for us to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the community in which we live (Ephesians 4:11-16). 
It is our hope that you can find and/or be affirmed in the ways God has designed you to serve and make a difference in God’s Kingdom.

DIGGING DEEPER:

· Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you? 
· This weekend we saw the importance of maintaining unity with other believers. In Ephesians 4:1-5, Paul addresses the issue of Christian unity. What kind of attitudes and actions does Paul write about that are needed to maintain unity?

· As you look at your list, are there any of these attitudes or actions that you need to work on or are lacking in your life?
· What do you see as your part in helping Livingway Church mature?
When it comes to the stupid things Christians fight over, people are tempted to set themselves up as “spiritual watch dogs” (checking up on other people’s behavior) or “pit bulls” (not letting go of a pet belief).

· If you’ve ever experienced someone playing one of these roles in your life, what happened in that situation and how did you respond/feel? 

· As you look at your own life, can you think of times when you’ve made the mistake of playing either of these roles in other people’s lives?
· What insights do you find in Matthew 7:1-5 on this subject?

· What would you like to see int his small group in the months to come? 

TAKE IT HOME

In Romans 14:1-23, Paul gives some suggestions for ways to work through the kinds of issues that often divide Christians. As you read through this passage, respond to the statements below.

· Identify each of the controversial issues that the Roman church was dealing with and their impact on the church.

· Identify the remedies Paul gives to work through the issues so unity can be restored.

· If you have ever seen or found yourself in a similar situation, what did you find helpful in the way it was handled? What did you wish would have happened differently based on this passage?
