New Year 2018-19 - Half Full
I have a word for you today from the Lord - Isaiah 43:16 This is what the Lord says— he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
How full is your glass? Cliché of the glass half full / empty – who knows a pessimist? The truth in how we view life - same amount of water- that’s all, or cool I have water
The new year is almost here – looking back what do you remember ad think? How do you see your life, marriage, dating, church, with a fresh view of 2019 before us! 
An oxymoron - Two words that don’t fit together: Jumbo shrimp / freezer burn / fine mess / new classic / found missing / virtual reality / pretty ugly / alone together / seriously funny / only choice / a definite maybe / same difference / original copies / and my favorite…
THE ULTIMATE OXYMORON: A Christian pessimist! 

Sadly many Christians are pessimistic (politically, morally, society, etc.) but to be negative and a Christian does not fit
This Coming Year - Beware of. . .



1. The crisis du jour (of the day) 

Some people are crisis oriented – when it was Obama in 2012, now for some of you it is Trump… the market, gas prices, the economy…
Guess what? Truth is – if ___________ happens life continues. I.E. - Communism – early fears that it would bring down Christianity and capitalism  
2. 20/200 hindsight (this is when you become legally blind)
Normal vision is 20/20. At 20/200 – you can only read at 20 feet a letter that people with "normal" vision can read at 200 feet – this is considered legally blind. 

Looking back, we should have perfect vision (20/20) – but 20/200 happens when we look at the past and stop learning.
I.E. - Looking back at life / family patterns / people / cycles
Life in the middle ages – Majority lacked food (bread & cheese only), worked by 8yrs old, women married by 14 usually to men 10 yrs older, intense disease, starvation, health problems, life expectancy was 45, 35% died during birth, 80% of people had open marriages…  

** Looking at that - things look pretty good now… 
The greatest generation (WW2 Gen) – adults of the 40’s / teens in the 30’s. At the time called the lost generation: Harpers monthly – “they act without thought and respect, out for themselves.” Columbia university – one derelict after another – drug crazed – gang filled – in the 30’s abortion rate was highest ever in the history of abortion. Sociology report from 30’s said 80% of young people were having premarital sex 
     The greatest generation, maybe not as perfect as we remember
Ecclesiastes 7:10 - Do not say, "Why were the old days better than these?" For it is not wise to ask such questions.
I call it - the garden of Eden syndrome – always chasing the garden!
The 30’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90,’s – etc… my childhood, the early years, back in the day… “The good old days” mentality will keep you from the present joy and mission God has for you today. 
When we fall for the Crisis du jour or get 20/200 hindsight – we tend to glorify the past and get pessimistic about today - instead of seeking God for a dynamic present and future
Four things we learn about life from - TWO PARABLES & A PROMISE
That will help you to find the water in the glass not the air in the glass
Parable 1- Jesus talking to his disciples - Mark 4:26 He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come." 
The farmer sews the seed – the kingdom ultimately grows (v28) all by itself - not by our desire, but by God’s design.
1. God’s kingdom is always growing (Scattered seed parable)
God is at work in this world whether you realize it or not…

God has not left – he has not checked out. 

The kingdom ultimately grows (Mark 4:28) all by itself - not by our desires, but by God’s design. How it grows is a powerful mystery. 
Here is the point – you might look around and think Christians are sleeping at the wheel. Don’t get discouraged, the kingdom regardless of what we see is growing. The question is are you going to be a part of the harvest and what God is doing? 
This reminds us – we worry too much – Our part matters - sew the seed, but don’t assume is rests on you to hold up the mission of God.  God will achieve his will. 

V29 - “The harvest has come” What role do you want to play in it?

Parable 2 - Mark 4:30 Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. 32Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade." (It grows as big as a tree)
The kingdom of God is like that – despite a small insignificant start (one that is hard to see) it grows, a lot!
2. Don’t judge the end of God’s work by the beginning (Mustard seed)   
If asked to grow a large tree and given tiny puny seeds – you might think, “hey, give me bigger seeds if you want something big”

God says don’t worry, give it to me and give it time. Watch me 
Jesus followers started with thousands, then hundreds, then 70, then 12, then 11 - who knew that 11 men could turn the world upside down
This reminds us – we judge too quickly – we jump to conclusions
This will not work – I will only be disappointed – too late – too small.

Give Jesus your mustard seed faith and see the half full glass! 

A familiar passage for some - let’s look at it from a different angle

The Promise - Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" (rumors of the miracle maker and teacher – what are people saying?) 14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; (recently put to death) others say Elijah; (OT prophet) and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." (back to life from the grave – not reincarnation) 15"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, (The messiah, promised one) the Son of the living God." (God in the flesh) 17Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter (new name – little rock), and on this rock (boulder of what you just said) I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (Hell can’t stop it) 
3. This life is not about you (The “who am I” question)  
Jesus asked, “what do you think about me?” – not, “what do you think about yourself?”
Because - If you know me and you will know you.

But you must start by asking who Jesus is.

So many – spend their whole life trying to figure themselves out – it starts with figuring out who Jesus is – he created you and knows you better than anyone! Who you are designed to be and called to be. 
If you have a plan for your life and God has a plan for your life – something has got to give.  Jesus this is your life – and year! 

Matt 16:18 – I will build my church… (you are, we are the church – his kingdom) 
I can’t - you can’t – build out life - it is not up to us to do that. We are to lift Him up, be his hands and feet – and watch him build our lives!
God uses us – to build His Kingdom in us! 

4. Satan is on the run (the gates of hell) 
I used to understand this verse to mean that no matter how bad it gets… how bad he attacks - he won’t overcome. But look at it closer.
Matt 16:18 - I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. It’s about Jesus advancing in us and Satan not being to hold us back!
The image of a gate was a weapon of defense Whose gate is under attack? Not our gate. Who is on the defensive? Hell is!

I can hear him: put another board on there – put another stone – stop them! - but he can’t - God did not call us to hang in there like the little kitty poster, but to kick his… tail – in Christ. 
But Ted you have not seen my issue - what about the economy, health care issue, moral decline, here are some real things to help.
Ostrich is known to do what when afraid – stick head in the sand. Is that true? They don’t – myth. When they’re afraid, they actually lay on the ground, put head down around themselves to give the appearance of a lump of dirt - or run away. Great image of what we do.
            Some people think they are optimist but they’re really an ostrich
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN OPTIMIST & AN OSTRICH: 

· An ostrich lives in denial – they pretend bad things are good
I’m not really sick – I hit my foot – awesome! That is great! – Yes, I lost my retirement in the market crash. Think positive! 
Reality - we live in a fallen world - if bad things were good, they would happen in heaven. 
Someone ever try to tell you bad things were good?
They can be used for good – that is God’s power. 
Isaiah 5:20 - Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 
God wants us to live in reality. He’s not expecting us to pretend bad things good – he doesn’t.
Denial people are also the happy talk people – pretending it’s all good- just be positive- confession – end up just being weird 
· An optimist lives by faith!
Faith in God is not a denial of reality, imagination, or positive thoughts. 
Biblical faith is looking at the truth of a situation and about trusting that God can work it out – no matter what!
Hebrews 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please God, (then he describes two things to trust in) because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists (okay- check) and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (God will reward me, or work it out, if I trust and seek Him) 
Romans 8:28 – All things work for good (you have to acknowledge the bad to trust that good will come from it) to those that love God and are called according to his purpose.  (this a promise to the followers of Jesus) 
What about depression (chemical, situational, stinkin thinkin, spiritual warfare) You can be depressed and optimistic - with a deep trust in God. 
Romans 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
2006 devastating year for me – depressed, tired, frustrated, not looking forward to Sunday’s, doubting ministry calling - but I had a tremendous hope and trust in God - I was not happy, but I was hopeful, trusting, optimistic – it was just the birth canal
HOT TIPS & PRACTICAL ADVICE:

 Don’t be afraid to call bad things bad
It is what it is – tell your doctor – tell you family – say it out loud – you’re not a pessimist if you acknowledge bad things

 Be careful not to catastrophize

That is when you take what is and stretch it out for eternity
I promise - no matter how bad it is it will not last over 70 yrs 
2 Timothy 4:1-20 – Paul describes a series of bad events and situations but kept saying but God will fix it… even if it is after his life time. 

 Never forget life’s biggest problem

Life biggest problem is not your family, sickness, your job, your crazy sister, an unfulfilled prayer, a tragedy…

Our biggest problem is that we have rebelled against the King on high… and for us… it’s over… except through Jesus.
Luke 10:17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." (they overcame a lot of trials) 18 He (Jesus) replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. (that ain’t nothing – I saw Satan cast from heaven) 19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. (You will overcome even more - if you trust me) 20 However, (above everything realize this) do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."
The greatest problem is sin - and the greatest victory for is not healing, answered prayers or miracles – it is salvation!
You see for me, my biggest problem is solved after that, everything else is small. Is your biggest problem solved?
I have a word for you today from the Lord - Isaiah 43:16 This is what the Lord says— he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: (the victories of God over your enemies) 18 “Forget the former things; (lit. that ain’t nothing)  do not dwell on the past. (obsess over the past) 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Are you ready for 2019 to be a year of trusting God you’re your half full glass?

