Surviving Christmas – wk 2 – All About the Presents 
Merry Christmas! The song – “Christmas is for children” Sometimes as we get older – we think this more and more. Presents are no big deal, Santa, stockings, cookies, decorations - the joy and wonder is often lost in the all the work to pull Christmas off.
Christmas as a kid – hard to sleep at night. Watching my kids open presents – the shouting – the wonder – the excitement. 

But that saying is actually right… 
We’re giving a Christmas survival guide of sorts.
Survival guide rule #1 Christmas is all about the presents
Matt 1:23 - Immanuel = God with us – God is present. 
Survival guide rule #2 You can’t have Christmas without the tree
1 Peter 2:24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree…
Referring to the cross of Christ

Today Survival guide rule #3 Christmas is for children
To understand this… 
Possibly one of the greatest Christmas verses of all time. 
Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
This was the verse they were looking for their whole life. The days for Israel were incredibly dark. God, where are you? 

God came to earth – as baby. The world was is total chaos and need of desperate eternal help! God sent a child to do a man’s job (see notes) 
It’s true – Christmas is for kids – God’s kids

Luke 18:15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him (Understand this Jesus / God loves children! He loves to be with them and wants them to know Him. Children’s church is so important) and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, (are you hindering or helping our kids to know Jesus?) for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”
In Matthew he says something similar – but more specific. 
Matthew 18:2 He called a little child to him and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
What does that mean – and why did Jesus tell us that? 
“Unless you change and become like a child, you will never enter the kingdom of Heaven.” I am reminded of John 3:3 – “unless you are born again you will never enter the kingdom of Heaven.” 

You must be born again – and – you must be a kid-again. 

Matthew 18:3 “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children. 
Have a child-like faith – not a childish faith
Becoming a Kid - Again
What children teach us about how to know Jesus – this Christmas
1. Wide eyed wonder  (child-like wonder)
When we get something – we are like - what’s the catch? / It’ll probably break / they probably didn’t want it / there are stings attached…

Children are quick to receive things – they don’t feel undeserving – in awe and excited about anything that is given. 
Jesus is calling us to come to him – knowing that he is giving us more than we can ever give to him. That is the plan – there is no catch. 

To be in awe of the… Wonder of sins forgiven, wonder of His love, wonder of his goodness! 
Psalm 8:1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!  You have set Your glory above the heavens.  2 From the lips of children and infants You have ordained praise on account of Your adversaries,  to silence the enemy and avenger.  3 When I behold Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You set in place— 4 what is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that You care for him?
He made the universe to shout his wonder and glory – to you!
Don’t lose the child-like awe and wonder of His glory! 

This Christmas – become a kid-again.  

2. Awe-inspiring trust  (child-like faith)

World child in Ma 18 - small child
Kids have total and helpless dependency on a parent for everything, they have little worry about tomorrow or today 
Ever notice how Kids don’t over think life. They just expect mom and dad to fed them and take care of them. Oh, to beck to that place with you Jesus. We are to think – but ultimately, we are to depend and trust. 
Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
* Ever notice for a child nothing it too wrong to ask for - the answer might be no, but never afraid to ask.

Jesus invites you to come, ask, trust…

* Children accept the words of those they trust with amazing simplicity. No preconceived ideas or notions – a total clean slate 
Jesus says change – take my words with simplicity and trust. 
We see this in - Mary who was chosen to give birth to Jesus

Luke 1:26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, (que pasa!) you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” (why Mary? Why her? – A young girl herself. Possibly it was that she was not yet jaded by life and the worries of this world. And boldly trusted God!)   29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. (Why me?) 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. (God saves) 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, (a king - royalty – this is refence to him being the Messiah) 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” (an eternal king)  34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. (that was wk 1) 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” (If God says He will do it - there is nothing impossible) 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Mary did not haggle, complain, or reason why it won’t happen – she said, “Lord, whatever you want is really what I want. Go ahead, use me however You see fit.” She had child-like faith! 

This Christmas – become a kid-again.  

3. Humble submission (Child-like humility) 
Most of us struggle with self-sufficiency, self-exalting. 
Small Children don’t wrestle with pride and conceit – they know they don’t know anything – they are hungry top learn – they are a sponge. Asking questions. Maybe too many. 
Matthew 18:4 …whoever humbles themselves like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Humility is a by product of submission. They work together. 

Wait till dad gets home – kids terrified of the discipline of a loving dad. 
How about you? How is your humility and submission?
We so often blow Off God’s words and discipline.

This Christmas – become a kid-again.  

4. Gleeful heart (Child-like simplicity) 
Christmas for small children is a breeze, they love anything you give them. At Christmas - Playing with the box over the present. My kids when asked, “what you love more Disney land or McDonalds?” McD’s!
They receive the simple things with joy – simple contentment
Kids love to laugh – their joy is infectious

To a child - Life is not complicated. It is simple. Eat, sleep, play, laugh, hugs and kisses. 
I think that is why we love Elf so much – a grown man with childlike wonder, innocence, and joy. “Smiling is my favorite!” 

2 Corinthians 1:12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you.

For some - our lives are so complex, busy, over scheduled, stressed out - we lost the joy of life that comes with knowing and walking with  Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
It is time to get back to that child-like simplicity and joy

This Christmas – become a kid-again.  
5. Incredibly resilient (child-like toughness) 
Small children – have tough skin – tough emotions – they fall – and get up running! They cry but keep on going. Even when they can’t go on anymore - a child fighting to stray awake to make the day longer!!
Trauma physically / trauma emotionally – heals amazingly. How – by God’s design. If they know mom, dad, grandma, grandpa is there – they feel like they can do anything! 

But we grow up – and get discouraged so easily. Quit so easily – bail so easily – walk out on our faith so quickly… Jesus says if you want to be mine – come as a child and don’t quit!

Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had… 


It is time to get up - hold tightly – carry on – stay loyal!
There are 4 words given to every participant in the Christmas story,

“Do not be afraid!” told to Zachariah, Mary, Joseph, shepherds.
Used more than any phrase to introduce the Christmas story.
Why? Because things were not so merry – and they were afraid – but Christmas comes to tell us – do not be afraid. Christmas has come for those afraid of life, struggles, worry, loneliness, health. Do not fear! He is here.  What a great card that would be. 

Listen little ones – do not be afraid… Jesus is here. 

This Christmas – become a kid-again.  

6. Purity in love (Child-like love)
Ever notice how easily many small children give love. Especially their parents.  Boldly love and approach a loving parent. Arms out to hold!!!! 

 They Freely express their feelings, happy, sad, glad, mad, etc. 
 There is an innocence to the motives
My kids don’t call me Mr. Blair.  Thru Jesus we don’t call God the big guy – Mr. God – we call him Abba – (Daddy) Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:6
That unashamed bold love for a parent as you grow older, sadly sometimes fades. And our kids get embarrassed of us.  Same w/ God sometimes – it’s time to get back to being a kid.
7. Stirring Expectation 
That trip – that day – that event – we can hardly wait! Most kids find it hard to sleep Christmas eve… I know I did – and my kids did.

Kids get excited about what is coming! 

Joni Ericson Tada – paralyzed from the neck down. Little movement. Became a powerful artist, speaker, and author for Jesus. She rights in her book heaven of a time when she is peaking to some small children. They began to feel sorry for her. But she begins to tell them of the joy and hope she has of the return of Jesus. That he will come in the clouds in glory – heal all who are sick, and wipe away every tear, and no more sadness. They began to jump up and down and get excited. When? When? Joni said it could be at any minute – they dropped everything and ran to the window and looked up into the sky!
Jesus is calling us to that stirring expectation – That first advent (coming) was just the start. He first came to heal our broken spiritual state – the next trip – he is coming to receive his kids and heal our broken physical state!  Do you see him? 
It’s true – Christmas is for kids – God’s kids

John 1:12 – Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
Are you one of his kids?
We are Rudolph’s who never do learn to fly.
We are Scrooges who have become selfish.

We are Grinches who hearts are shrinking. 
Yet God comes to us and turns a dying heart into a new creation, a selfish soul into a life giving person, and shows us how to soar in His will. He does this out of love for you! 

1 John 3:3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
It has been said that - Christ became what we are (flesh and blood) so that we might become what he is (a child of God) 

AND - Just as we have a lot of patience with our children (hopefully) God is a good parent who have a lot of patience with you. 
He takes our hands and walk with us – we go where he goes. I think of little Summer let’as go on a walk – where do you want to go? I don’t know, but with you I know it’s going to be fun.
Embrace your inner kid – this Christmas – enjoy the wonder and surprise of Jesus – become a kid of the king! 

Unless you come to Christmas a child – it’s just another day. 

Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, "Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children."
Wk 1 – The Presents - Christmas is all about the presents

Wk 2 – The Decorations – Christmas is about the tree 

Light contests clips

Wk 3 – The Children - Christmas is for children
Wk 4 – The Parties (the people) – Christmas is all about the parties
Christmas We’ve – Kid or King – Luke 2 – the census 
We love Christmas movies… but we want them to be our Christmas. 

WEEK 4 - THE GRINCHES THAT STEAL CHRISTMAS 

The spirit of the Innkeeper: Indifference
Luke 2:1-7, 22-24, Exodus 13:2, Leviticus 12:6-8, Matt 25:31-36, Hebrews 13:2 

The spirit of King Herod: Threatened
Matthew 2:1-7, 16, Romans 1:18-32, Proverbs 1:23-33
The spirit of the Religious Elite: Self Righteousness
Matthew 2:4-6, Luke 18:9-14, Mark 2:16-17        

THE PEOPLE WHO FIND CHRIST 

Shepherds who accept the invitation
Luke 2:8-20, 2 Peter 3:9, 1 Timothy 1:15, Mark 2:13-17, 1 John 1:9 

Wise men who keep seeking
Matthew 2:1-12, 7:7-12, Acts 17:24-28 

THE REAL SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

Mark 2:16-17, Romans 5:8-10, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Let’s say you have maxed out your credit cards this Christmas. Your credit card is smoking you’ve used it so much. And then you lose your job and make the minimum payments - start getting the phone calls, emails and texts. Panic sets in - you can’t make the payments. “What do I do?!  -  And then you’re scrolling through your emails and you see an email written to you. And to your shock and awe, someone paid your debt in full. They’ve taken care of what you could not. Well, that’s what Jesus did for us. We were maxed out. Jesus took our debts and he paid for them on the cross. He purchased them.
Have you ever been excited to open a gift only to open it and it’s not what you wanted? Disappointment – with a happy face.  We do the same with Gos – this is not what I wanted. How are you doing? Great…. 
