Livingway Life Teams - week of Feb 24
To prepare for this week’s meeting, take some time to focus on the questions below and be prepared to share your answers with the group. 
· Welcome – (possible prayer needs) 

· Meet and introduce each other – 

· Share your heart concerning the group and your desire to grow together and in your walk with Jesus.


getting to know you:
· Have you ever got in a disagreement with a family member? Explain

· How about with a friend? Explain – what happened? 

· How about at work? Explain – what happened?

· As family do you always get along? Why not? 

· How about as a church family? Why not? 

DIGGING DEEPER:
Sunday, we learned about holding people accountable for their actions with biblical tough love. Was there anything that confused you, stood out to your, or got your attention? 

· Being relationship with others will naturally bring conflict. Why is that?
· Confronting someone can be hard. Have you ever had to confront someone? Explain?

· Have you ever been confronted about something at work? How did it turn out? 
Today we want to talk about - how to address an issue with someone you are in relationship with who claims to be a Christian - but is not living like it. 

· Have you ever been in a situation where this was needed?
· Have you ever had to end a relationship? What was the hardest part? 
We have two options when confronted with a family feud:  

We see both of them in Matthew 18
We either DEAL WITH IT - or - DROP IT 
DEAL WITH IT
If it is an issue of heresy or high-handed sin– it must be addressed. 
Leader refer to Sunday – explain heresy or high-handed sin
How to deal with it 
Read - Matthew 18:15-17
1. Make a move - Go privately, just the two of you (v15) 
· How might this look when put into practice?
· We are to do this lovingly. How can we do that? 
2. Make a case - Take another friend (1 or 2) with you (v.16) 
· What happens when you bring another person with you? 

· Why do you think Jesus says to not bring more than 2? They might feel attacked
3. Make an appeal – to spiritual authority (v. 17) 
· Most people just stop trying after step 2, why do people so often skip this part? 

· How would this play out in a real-life situation?  

· Have you ever had to do this? How did it turn out? 
4. Make a verdict – they may not actually be a Christian (v17) 
· Jesus says if they still refuse to listen - treat them like they need Jesus. How should we treat those who do not know Jesus? 
With love, respect, and pointing to the salvation of Jesus
If we are offended by something that is not an issue of heresy or a high-handed offense – we have this option. 

DROP IT
Matthew 18:18, 21-22

· What do you think 70X70 means?

It is not a real number. It is a reference to the ridiculousness number given in the question. We are to forgive – an endless amount of time
Jesus tells us a couple things:

1. Forgiving and restoring others – can bring freedom (v18) 
· How might forgiveness and restoration bring freedom to another - and to us? 

2. Our forgiveness is to have – no limit! (v21-22) 
· How many times should we forgive? Why?

Ephesians 4:32, Colossians 3:13 

· Who do you need to confront?

· Who do you need to forgive?

· DO you need to deal with it or drop it? 

TAKE IT HOME
Read Matthew 18:21-35

· Are there areas of unforgiveness in your life?

· Are there areas that you hold against others?
· What if God telling you to do after you read that passage?   GO – do it! 
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How Are We Supposed To Respond To:

Non-Christians 
1 Corinthians 5:9-10, 1 Peter 2:11-12, 2 Timothy 2:24-26


(1)
Don’t AVOID



(2)
Don’t ATTACK

Christians With Theological Blind Spots (heresy) 
2 John 9-10, Galatians 1:6-9, Matthew 13:27-30


(1)
Don’t give then a PLATFORM


(2)
Don’t go HERESY HUNTING

Christians In High-Handed Sin
1 Corinthians 5:11-13, 1 Timothy 2:3-4, Romans 5:8-10


(1)
Don’t ASSOCIATE



(2)
Don’t ATTACK 

