Livingway Life Teams - week of March 17
getting to know you:
· This weekend, we were encouraged to bloom where we’re planted. What are some signs that would lead you to believe a person is actually “blooming” or experiencing contentment in life? 
· Can you think of a few things that make it hard to find contentment today? 

Take a minute and think back on the various seasons of your life.

· Can you remember a time when you felt particularly content? 

· What situations or experiences contributed to those feelings?  

· On the other hand, can you think of a time when you were NOT content?

· How do you think contentment could have been possible even in that situation?

DIGGING DEEPER:

The highlight and focus verse of this past weekend was
1 Corinthians 7:17 Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has assigned to them, just as God has called them. 

· What does that verse mean to you?

Three big thoughts about that verse: 
1. Our perspective in life can determine the outcome in our life
· Sometimes we can’t change our current situation (sometimes we can). When we can’t what should we do?

· How can seeing our current place in life as an assignment from God, change the way we respond to our life.

2. Our mission in life (to know Jesus and make him known) starts now

No matter what place you are in right now, Jesus has a mission for you. You can live for God where you are right now – walk in it now

3. Our future is not determined or defined by our past – but by Jesus 

Our attempts to undo or change our past are futile. Stop trying to undo the past, move forward from where you are!

· Have you ever tried to undo or redo your past? How did it work out for you? 

· How might our regret and shame keep us from moving forward? 
· What do the following verses tell us about our future in Jesus?
Romans 8:1-2, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Psalm 113:6-8, Jeremiah 29:1, Isaiah 43:18-19
Isaiah 40:31, 1 John 1:9, Acts 3:19

That failure and mistake… We are not called to repeat them but to repent of them. God calls us to repent (turn to him) and move on from there!  
PERSPECTIVE MATTERS
King Solomon was a famous king who is remembered for the wisdom that God gave him about life. That makes him a pretty good source for insight into our own lives. Let’s read about his journey to find meaning, happiness and contentment. 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

· As you read about his quest, come up with a list of the things (jot down on the back) that he pursued in his effort to find pleasure or contentment.
· We still pursue many of the same things today. Can you think of a time when you finally achieved or owned something that didn’t bring you the contentment you had hoped for?   

Proverbs 23:4-5
· What does this verse tell you about position and possessions?

· Can you relate to this? How?

Matthew 6:19-21
· If you were to reword what Jesus was saying how would you say this?
· How can an understanding of this temporary life and the reality of eternity and heaven help us “bloom where we are planted?” 

· Why is it when life is good, being content with our assignment isn’t all that difficult - but when our circumstances are tough, it’s another story?

· For Christians is life always good or easy? Why not?

When you’ re a Christian and life brings a harsh season:

1. Lean on the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

John 14:25-27
· What is the role of the Holy Spirit in this verse? 
2. Lean on the promises of God in prayer 
Philippians 4:6-7
· What happens when you pray according to this verse? 
3. Lean on other healthy Christians

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

· How are healthy Christians an encouragement and help? 
Taking IT Home

The Bible catalogs a rich history of lives being shaped in the midst of difficult situations. Read Acts 16:22-34 and identify how Paul and Silas were encouraged. 
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