Livingway Life Teams - week of March 24
getting to know you:
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching on How Free is Free?, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?

· As you think of people who have influenced your desire to be a Christian, what things did they do that you appreciated? 
· Can you think of anything that people did that had a negative impact on you?
When you were young, where did the family you grew up in tend to land on the continuum below? How does this compare with your current family?


Legalism ___________________________________ Excess Liberty


(strict boundaries) 


             (no boundaries) 

DIGGING DEEPER:

· Sunday, we talked about the gray areas – “The Grays”. What are gray areas?

· Do you desire to be called a “strong Christian” when handling the grays? Why?

· How do the following verses describe someone who has the attitudes and actions of a “strong Christian”?  
Romans 14:19-21, Rom.15:1-3, 1 Corinth. 8:9,13, Galatians 5:1,13, 1 Peter 2:16

· Make every effort to keep peace

· Don’t focus on the minor stuff

· Don’t cause another person to fall into sin
· Sometimes we say no to the things we are allowed to do for another person’s sake

· Have patience with young and immature Christians

· Do not seek to please yourself – but look out for and encourage others
· Was there one or two of those that stood out to you why?

· Let’s suppose you are about to see an R-rated movie, or order an alcoholic drink, or ____________ (fill in the blank with something else that applies to you), and a friend showed up who you know has struggled in this area in the past. How could you apply the principles in these verses to that situation?
· What would your response be if you knew your friend didn’t struggle with this area, but had strong opinions about others not being involved in it?

Jesus heart for the lost. 
In Luke 15:1-10, Jesus tells two stories which give us some perspective on how God views people who are spiritually wandering. As you read and compare the two stories, what do you notice about spiritually lost people and God’s attitude towards them?
How can 2 Timothy 2:24-26 help us understand how to share these truths about Jesus with people in a way that is loving?

When you are with those who do not know Jesus

· Argue less – you’re not trying to win an argument but win a heart. 

· Be kind and caring

· Listen and learn about their life, situation, and perspective

· Don’t get easily offended (resentful)

· Speak patiently and gently

· What is the outcome to someone who listens and receive the good news of Jesus in verse 25-26? 

Taking IT Home

Read Matthew 9:35-38, Luke 17:1-4
· Why do you think Jesus feel so strongly about causing another to stumble? 

· Is there a gray area that you’ve struggled with by being either too legalistic or allowing yourself too much liberty? 
· Is there anything related to this struggle for which you’d like prayer?
· In response to this weekend’s teaching and study, does anyone come to mind that you’d like to impact spiritually in taking a step closer to Jesus?  
· If so, can you think of anything you could do or say that might help that happen?

PRAYER REQUESTS
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· Make every effort to ________________________
· Don’t focus on the __________________________
· Don’t cause another person to ___________________________
· Sometimes we say no to the things we are allowed to do for another person’s sake
· __________________________ with young and immature Christians

· Do not seek to _________________ – but look out for and encourage others

Jesus heart for the lost. 
Luke 15:1-10

When you are with those who do not know Jesus
2 Timothy 2:24-26

· ____________________ – you’re not trying to win an argument but win a heart. 

· Be ________________ and  __________________
· ____________ and ____________ about their life, situation, and perspective

· Don’t get easily _________________________
· Speak _____________________ and _____________________
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