My Redeemer Returns - wk 3 – The Comeback

Everyone loves a good comeback movie – examples… (maybe clip)

Easter is not the only comeback story… there is another… 

Last week was Easter… sometimes the tendency is to go back to normal. But nothing is normal after an event like that- Now what?
To me Easter is four events: Crucifixion / Resurrection / Ascension / (the great) Expectation. Today the last two, Jesus is just getting started 
But where and what is he doing now? Let’s find out from Jesus… 
John 16:28 - I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father."

To understand this better, we need to start where Easter left off.
Jesus part 2 - Acts 1:1 In my former book, (Gospel of Luke) Theophilus, (new roman Christian) I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 (just the beginning) until the day he was taken up to heaven, (His ascension) after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.
3 After his suffering, (crucifixion death on a cross) he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
· Jesus physically arose from the dead! – not just spiritually. 
For 40-days: Jesus hung out in homes, traveled, fixed breakfast, ate food, taught & instructed them about the kingdom… over 500 saw him alive. Now doubt, Jesus is physically alive!
Jesus Sightings – 11X in 40 Days – a significant time of change 

Jerusalem – 6X in the first 2 weeks

Galilee – 4X times in the next 2 weeks

Jerusalem (Mount of Olives) – then one last time – great command
(after the resurrection) 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait (wait here? They want us dead in this city) for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized (immersed) with water, but in a few days you will be baptized (immersed) with the Holy Spirit.” 
Jesus tells the disciples / us - Four things on that last day…

1. You may have knowledge, but now you need power 
Christianity is more than information - it's about immersion 

Like water immersion, we are to be immersed in the Holy Spirit. 
You may know a lot about the bible - but do you have the power? 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (still not clear - a political kingdom was not his mission) 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.
2. Don't focus on the end time, focus on the now time (the current)
Don't worry about the transition, focus on the mission 
So many are obsessed with the end times – books, movies,  dates, prophecy, we crave the fear & anxiety. Cults thrive on this. 

Jesus says - don't worry about it - just do what I tell you to do.
(What does he say to do?) Acts 1:8 But you will receive power (Gk. dunamis - explosive power) when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses (power to tell what you know, have seen, have heard, & experienced with me) in Jerusalem, (locally) and in all Judea (geographically) and Samaria, (demographically) and to the ends of the earth.” (Globally)
3. You have a what now - Jesus gives us a clear mission
Jesus mentions 4 types of people we are called to reach out to
· Jerusalem (like us, near us) 
· Judea (like us, not near us)
· Samaria (not like us, not near us)
· To the ends of the earth (not like us, not near us)
The mission: take the good news of Jesus to everyone! No one left out! 
*** You will be my witnesses in Garland / Sachse / Wylie / Plano / Rowlett / Dallas / S. Dallas / N. Texas / greater Texas / Central US / coastal US / border countries / Island countries / across the seas - and to the ends of the earth!!!
Jesus echoes our – NOW WHAT – clear mission – over and over
His ascension in Matthew - Matt 28:18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority (not partial) on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples (not converts or church goers) of all nations, (everyone) baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (what we believe matters) 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. (how we live matters) And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (I am for you and with you)
Mark 16:15 He said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”
Luke 24:47 – “…so that the forgiveness of sins will be preached to every nation” 
John 20:21 Jesus said, “…As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”

Matt 4:19 - Jesus invitation to follow, "come and I'll make you fishers of men."
Jesus mission for us – is simple: go tell / go preach / go make
We are saved, rescued, and born again - for a purpose
We are not merely saved for heavens sake and hells avoidance

We are commissioned and unleashed with purpose to tell the world what Jesus has accomplished and done!

The Order of mission - "Jerusalem - Judea - Samaria - world”
Start at home and work your way out - that means you can start today!
He said "…you will be my witnesses…"  witness - Gk. Mar-toos / martyrs - genuine testimony proven thru death

Our mission is clear, but it will be difficult - it may cost our life. “But, I don’t know if I can do you that…”  Good news… 

4. You have a how - Jesus gives us power for this mission

8 …you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and (as a result of this) you will be my witnesses…”
Power for what? 
Power to live a life that honors God before others

Power and boldness to tell the good news of Jesus to other
The Holy Spirit - is the power of God in us - for the now what!

The Holy Spirit is God – third person of the Godhead - HS not an it

Jesus refers to the H.S. as - our Comforter / our Helper / our Advocate / our Teacher / our Guide / and the power of God in us. 
We cannot know Jesus, be redeemed by Jesus, or follow Jesus without the H.S – impossible! To effectively tell and love others Jesus sends the H.S. – who convicts / draws / leads / empowers!
You might think - I can't do that – I’m a mess up…  Guess what? You’re right. That is why we are given the H.S. 
God thru the H.S. uses unexpected people to accomplish this mission. 

We can't forget that rag tag team of people Jesus used. He called farmers, fishermen, reg. Joes, society rejects, immoral tax collectors, angry fighters, & sinners caught in the act…  
Back to the goodbye from Jesus - Acts 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  
· Jesus physically ascended unto Heaven 

He did not die again - it was not imagined – they saw it. This ensured that they had seen was the work of God not man
And at that moment - Jesus took people with Him into Heaven - Ephesians 4:8"When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men." 9(What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? (Hades: the grave – where the dead abide) 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.   (Hebrews similarly) 
Jesus led a grand opening to heaven – before the resurrection Heaven was closed to us – until the cross – Explain.
· Jesus physically sits today as the exalted king of all! 
Jesus today – currently – sits on the Throne of eternity as king!!!!
Hebrews 1:3 And He is (Jesus is - currently) the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, (Who’s nature? God almighty) and upholds all things by the word of His power when He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…
Why does it say he is seated at the right hand of God? Common figure of speech (anthropomorphism) this represents all power and authority – Jesus declaring himself God

45X Revelation - declares Jesus is exalted and currently sits on the throne!

Jesus is upon the throne of heaven with all power & all authority - ** Problem is – we put ourselves on the throne… 

Jesus today rules and reigns as Sovereign, King, and Lord of all!
Matt 11:27- "All things have been committed to me by my Father…”

John 3:35 - The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.

This is not a future event – this is now – he is boss – as opposed to some who think the devil is in charge.
Eph 1:22 - And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church…
Jesus rules over all people / all governments / all nations / all circumstances / all spiritual powers – A reason the early church was martyred – Roman culture could have as many gods as you want – just don’t say yours is the one and who rules over all. 
Jesus is not just the God of Christians, but God of all creation!
Acts 10:36 – You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
Col 1:15 He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn (exclusive heir - first among creation - not timing but position) over all creation. (universe) 16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, (the first glorified resurrected body) so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  (We do not have a small Jesus!)

Earthly Jesus- the example / Glorified Jesus- object of worship

A lot of adult men find it hard to worship Jesus and follow Jesus – Why follow a man you can beat up? Most men are not impressed or inspired 

Maybe you need to see Jesus the way He is today: 
To know the real Jesus is to be in awe and follow 
To see him today is not to see a Mr. Rogers Jesus, but the Ultimate Fighter Jesus - Revelation 19:11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. (that is a man, women can follow) With justice he judges and makes war. (a man, men can follow) 12 His eyes are like blazing fire (a gaze that pieces the soul), and on his head are many crowns (a king of kings - sovereign). He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. (There are things about him you will never know – power and mystery) 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, (you know your tough when blood is an accessory) and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him (His posse), riding on white horses (the good guys) and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. (Ready to open a can… and doesn’t plan on getting dirty – no need for amour – this represents his purity, holiness, and goodness) 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. (righteous judgments and declarations) "He will rule them with an iron scepter." (the almighty ruler) He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. (walks all over his enemies like a winepress – he crushes them) 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (Tattoo Jesus)
That is a Jesus to be humbled by – a Jesus you can worship, follow, pray to and know things will happen, that you can trust!
Back to the day he said good bye – after he had ascended - Acts 1:10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, (3yrs of walking w/ him - blind eyes open, healings, raised the dead, conquered death itself - He's finally back! Now it's goodbye? But Jesus I want you to stay…) when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. (Angels) 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? (what are you waiting for?) This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
· Jesus will physically return to earth

John 14:1-3, 1 Cor 15:51-52, Heb 9:28, 1 Thes 4:16-17, 5:1-3, Rev 19-20
Jesus next mission - His return. The great comeback! But this time not as a servant - but a warrior king! He is not lax or forgotten. We should have an expectation of This. The resurrection is proof of it.
Coins - Matthew 25 Jesus gives a parable: A boss leaves his treasures in the hands of 3 servants. He hands out talents (talent is a weight = 75lbs - 1 is worth 20 yrs wages) He gave #1 - 5 talents (375lb bag of money) #2 – 2 talents (150lbs) #3 – 1 talent (1 - 75lb bag of money). He gave each according to their ability. (What they could handle.)
I am giving you this treasure of mine – I will be back. 
2 did great things (multiplying it) 1 hid it – dug a hole and buried it. 

** After a long time, the master returns. They each bring him what they did with his treasure.  (#1  /  #2  /  #3) The master responds to the first 2 - Matthew 25:21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter now into the joy of your lord.

The third one’s excuse was that he thought the master is harsh and arrogant man - who steals from people. He was afraid of him and put away and hid the treasure given to him.
The master tells him, “If you’re so afraid of me and I am so scary - why didn’t you at least take this treasure seriously. You’re lazy and wicked.

Matthew 25:26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant…   30 And he cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

What will the master find with us / you when he returns?

Will he find His people too scared to tell a friend, too selfish to help a neighbor, too proud to reach out to a stranger - paralyzed by what people think - married to materialism & self-obsessed.
Some even Blaming and accusing God of being hateful & mean.  
Jesus will be back… what will he find and say to you?
I know what I plan to hear – when I see his face - whether at his return or when I die – I want to hear - ‘Well done Ted, my good and faithful servant - Enter now into the joy of your lord.’
Jesus gives his followers these final instructions – and ascends. 
We got the what now? We got the how? Now it’s time for the – The DO! 
Through the H.S. we are to honor Jesus in our lives and to declare the hope and freedom of Jesus! Awaiting that great triumphant return. 

We are to be a church / a people – with a love for this city and world! We are committed to proclaiming and living the life and love of Jesus everywhere we go!
The comeback story for all time is – the coming return of Jesus!
· What will you say – when asked… what have you done with this treasure I entrusted to you?

· Who sits of the throne of your life? Do you attempt to rule your own life? He who sits on the throne of all creation is calling you to surrender your life to Him. 
Comeback movies – Rockey, Remember the Titans, Rudy, Karate Kid, Cool Runnings, Cinderella Man, Braveheart, Hoosiers, Mighty Ducks, Slumdog Millionaire, Sea Biscuit, Erin Brokovich, The Rookie, Star Wars, Bad News Bears, The Natural, Hunger Games, Waterboy
