Coming attraction – wk4 – Snakes on a Plain   
I love reality TV: survivor, apprentice, amazing race, HGTV - But, I have an excuse - sociological research. I love watching & analyzing people.
The story behind the story – the Bible and how they respond.
We’re looking at places Jesus literally & literarily showed up in the OT 

Jesus is in every book: Jesus in the OT: As… 
- An appearance: cameo, before incarnation - Christophany

- A prophecy – the prophecies of the messiah 
- A person – Abraham, David, Joseph, the judges, Joshua, Noah
- A type – images / symbols (bread, lamb, shepherd, rock) / titles
Our main text - Jesus has a surprise Bible Study w/ 2 disciples – thru the OT. Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (as they heard the previews – their hearts burned for God)
Big question of this series: How well do you know your Jesus? 

Today - Snakes on a Plain 

A bizarre story that made sense 2000 yrs later – Numbers 21:1 When the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming along the road to Atharim, he attacked the Israelites and captured some of them. (A battle, prisoners were taken, this is better than a movie – its reality) 

Backdrop: Yr 38 in the wilderness – Due to fear and bad attitudes the Israelites were destined to wander for a generation. 38yrs of complaining & grumbling – nomads – no home. Walking in circles-
Canaanites were watching - saw they were weak and decided to attack - 2 Then Israel made this vow to the Lord: "If you will deliver these people into our hands, we will totally destroy their cities." (hyperbole) 3 The Lord listened to Israel's plea and gave the Canaanites over to them. They completely destroyed them and their towns; so the place was named Hormah. (Num 14:44 – 38 yrs before – Hormah is where they were last beaten down by Canaan – they had run from God – it was the place of past failure and defeat – but now victory) 

Do you have a Hormah in our life? 
With God places of past defeat can become a place of victory and new beginning. That school, struggle, sin, marriage – a place of failure can become a place God uses to bring Him glory,
Their Sin Cycle – peat and repeat – the repeated failures of our life 

God hears them and frees them… then they fall away – then turn back - God sets them free and they repeat – cycle
* God gives salvation and freedom
Free from Egypt – on their way to a promised land. 
Then - 4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. (opposite direction of promise land – God gave them a victory then they make a complete reverse – sounds like us sometimes) But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!" (I think I’ve heard that before from my kids - the food they were talking about is the Manna)

They go the opposite direction – and they start to blame God. 
* God gives us salvation and freedom – then
* We grow impatient and complain
God frees them – they complain – then they fall away. We do the same

I want it now – I want my relationships fixed now, marriage fixed now, finances fixed now – I want it now… I don’t like my manna. 
v.4 “They had to go around Edom” (Why they had to take a longer route) 
Num 20:20 says why - the Edomites refused to allow them to pass through
So, they had to go back out to the dry stony desert and go around. 
Was their reason to complain? Yes - Great! How long is this going to take, hot, exhausting, the food stinks (Manna cookbook – manna mash / goulash / casserole / fried) This is Reality Bible: We do the same - get impatient, complain - we want our promise land now.
God provided living water & living bread, but they wanted more. They didn’t like where they were at - ever been there?
If you were God what would you do? This is what he does - 6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. (Ooooo! I don’t remember reading this in the Precious Moment’s Bible. Great verse to teach kids about complaining, I’ll put snake bait in your bed. If God still did that, a lot of us would be dead, but it might change a few attitudes
Snake - I had a snake to illustrate this but I can’t seem to find it – it got out this morning can you each look under your chair…
- Snake tub – JK – I have them right here... 
God gives us salvation and freedom - We grow impatient and complain

* God disciplines us in order to mature us
God used snakes to reveal Jesus and change hearts & discipline
Who sent the snakes? God would never do that - Hebrews 12:5 have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He said, 

“My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. 6 For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” 

7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 8 If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really his children at all. (I don’t discipline other people’s kids - I have two to worry about, Nikol has three…) 9 Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live forever? 10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.
The pain of disciplining my kids – I didn’t let them get away with things – I love them too much. That’s my job as dad. 
Where do the snakes in our life come from? Poor choices (we often give birth to our own vipers), other peoples poor choices, sickness in fallen world, spiritual attack and sometimes… God.
It’s hard to tell which one - no matter where they come from the answer to the poison is always the same.
God gives us salvation and freedom - We grow impatient and complain

God disciplines us – then God’s people repent and turn towards God
Story gets stranger - God reveals Jesus - Numbers 21:7 The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us." (Only recorded incident they ever asked Moses for prayer) So Moses prayed for the people. (The result)
* God rescues those who believe and trust in him
God sends a divine remedy 
Numbers 21:8 The Lord said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live." 9 So Moses made a bronze (copper alloy) snake and put it up on a pole. (not a literal snake but made to resemble one – how long did that take?) Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived. (Wow. cool - what happens next?) 10 Then the Israelites moved on and camped at Oboth. (That’s it?)
Okay: on a desert plain, they complain and get bit and sick from serpents, then look at a fake snake on a stick - and they’re better? 
· Pick up snake tub – fake drop / JK, we’re not Pentecostal
Moses: Do I make an anti-serum, walk around with it, line them up for prayer? No, just lift it up and who ever looks at it will live. From Snakes on a plain – to Snake on a pole. Just look to the pole? That’s how you cure a deadly poisonous bite - that does not make sense.
· This is an amazing coming attraction of Jesus – a preview. 
WALKING AWAY FROM SNAKES - A BIZARRE STORY: 4 Things
1. There will always be something to complain about
Even your new car, new house, that great job, your relationships, your church, being single - then being married, not having kids, having kids
God gives us what we need, and we complain about it – Why? We are poisoned with selfishness & sin, and struggle for more
Paul talked about complaining - 1 Corinthians 10:9 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. (BTW – Paul here affirms Jesus as the God of the OT in this verse – he saw it as a preview)
2. A reason to complain is not an excuse to complain 

I find myself wanting to complain and I have good reasons… Things break – don’t go as planned – a fight – lack of money… etc. 
Philippians 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe… (You want to stand out in this world and shine and reach peoples and impact the world - stop complaining)

Like the Israelites - complaining will hold you back and keep you in the cycle of your own personal desert - with pet vipers 
3. A reason to complain is a good reason to talk to God 
When you have a reason to complain - talk to God 
Num 21:5 “they spoke against God and against Moses” Their problem was they were complaining against God rather than complaining to God.  
One makes you god, the other acknowledges He is God
You brought us here to die & gave us boring food - we’re tired of it! That brought the snakes, complaining is poison in life.
They finally begin to seek God and look to God for help. God then provides a rescue. 
Matthew 11:28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. (What is he asking for? You who are tired, burdened, and struggling - bring me your heavy hardships and come to me) 
A story that illustrates the difference between knowing the truth and believing the truth - John 3:1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. (Educated, influential, 1of 70 top leaders in country) 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." (Explain to me who you are?) 

3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." (This had never been said - weird thing to say?) 

Nick – how can I go into my mother’s womb again?

Jesus – I am talking about a spiritual birth – a 2nd kind of birth

9 "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. 10 "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? (You’ve missed the previews) 11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. (no person has been there yet - but me – redemption had not come yet. - Then Jesus goes back to the snake pole)
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. (Then on the heals of the “snakes on a plain” story he says the most famous verse in the Bible) 16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (That’s why that bizarre story is there – to point to Jesus.) 
4. The only remedy for sin’s poison, is the cross of Christ 
When the venom sinks in, there is only one cure!
Get the snake pole – Nick, you know this story… that was about me!

* Genesis to Revelation: Evil & sin is represented by what? Snake
* Those snake bites is our sin – poisoned by an internal sin nature. 

* Moses did not raise up a snake: a resemblance, just as Christ took on
* Snake was copper/ metal of judgment: temple altars, cleansing basins are copper – copper snake is evil judged & condemned – sin cleansed 
* Copper serpent had no actual poison in it - just as Jesus is w/out sin
Nick - * That pole represents my cross – the copper snake on the pole was me with your sin put on me – all the things that keep you back 
* As that pole was lifted up as a divine remedy – so was Jesus lifted up 
And just as it was then – anyone who looks to the cross of Christ by faith will live. This is your remedy. 
Everyone with in sight of the brazen serpent could have been healed, 
but only those that trusted looked and to the remedy… were healed 
Do you trust in the remedy? Set your eyes Him – just look 
If you are like me, I’ve been bitten by sin – Snakes are in my camp. They slither and bite at me – I feel the pain of their venomous poison. Guilt, shame, regret. We don’t have to jump though hoops, make a penance, beg and plead to God… we just look at the cross.  
Jesus predicting his death – knowing the time was coming quickly…
John 12:31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, (like the snake) I will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.  
Jesus story does not end on that cross - before witnesses he arose from the grave to prove it was all true – just look.
There are some things only God can heal: inner pain, addiction, regret, depression, shame, disappointment, sin. Your remedy’s will not do it 
Eph 2: 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  
We have this poison of sin in us – no shot can fix it – no Dr. can heal it… it is deep inside. 

Jesus says I am the remedy, I took the venum – I took your sin 2 Cor 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Why do we complain so much? Why do we grow impatient? When you feel that viper pulling at you and his venom setting in - look to the cross and live 
John 6:40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”
Video: Gaze – the cross of Christ 
