Coming Attractions: wk 2 – Abrahams Sighting
We are talking about Sightings. I saw a UFO – here it is. Frisbee – but not this kind. 
We’re looking at places Jesus literally & literarily showed up in the OT - Glimpses – sightings – the coming attraction previews 
Jesus is in every book: Jesus in the OT: As… 
· An appearance – the cameo - human form before incarnation. (Christophany) Abraham, Moses, Gideon, Adam, Jacob, in furnace
· A prophecy – the prophecies of the messiah – descriptions
· A person- pictures in people: David, Joseph, judges, Joshua, Noah
· A type – images / symbols (bread, lamb, shepherd, rock) / titles
Jesus after resurrection - appeared to some disciples and taught them
Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (Have you seen the coming attractions? Do you realize they were about me?) 
Big question of this series is – How well do you know your Jesus? How big is your Jesus? We often have a little Jesus
After he talked about his sightings - Luke 24:32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"  (7mile reverse – the sightings fired them up)
Realize this: 1. Before it all started – Jesus was there 
Jesus is God eternal - creator of all things
But, Jesus never said he was God – oh yes, He did, a lot… Every time he refers himself as the shepherd, cornerstone, rock, messiah, forgiver of sins, son of God - he accepted worship – and the NT writers declare it clearly 
Realize this: 2. Whenever God showed up – Jesus is there 
Whenever there was a physical appearance of God it’s Jesus 
From the walk with Adam to Abraham & even the burning bush 
Moses, who shall I say is sending me – burning bush, “I Am” - Jo 8:58"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I Am!" (Jesus - that was me before Abraham & talking to Moses! They then tried to stone him.)
Colossian 1:15 – Jesus is the image of the invisible God / Phil 2 – fully God.  / John 1 – No man has seen God – except Jesus who is his image – God  /  Jesus – If you’ve see me, you seen the Father 
Isaiah 6 describes how he was translated to heaven and saw the throne of God.  John 12:41 – Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about Him. 
Before he came to earth – he was ruling and reigning in heaven 
Realize this: 3. Everything in The Old Testament - points to Jesus 
Matthew – I am here to fulfill the OT  

Galatians 3:24 – The OT was put there to lead us us to Christ…
Jesus talking to the disciples - Luke 24:44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”
Truth is the whole Bible is about Jesus
ABRAHAM’S YOU’VE GOT TO BE KIDDING THREE-DAY ADVENTURE
Abe and Christophany – several appearances
Abraham didn’t have social security- Retirement was a son; to not have - was a curse. Abram (Lit. Father) had no kids
Abraham’s journey is a journey to let go - at 75 God shows up for the first time to him - Genesis 12:1 The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. (Born a refugee in Ur (Iraq) - God said - I’m not telling you the how - just trust me – no Google earth – He didn’t know where he was going and he left everything - all he knew was that God had promised) 
A while back – Summer where are we going? Wherever our feet take us - Her eyes got big and she smiled… she knew where ever daddy was taking here would be fun… trust 
The promise - 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; (listen to this next part - God’s plan all along was this) and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." (by the time Jesus walked the earth - they had forgot, they looked at non-Jewish as dogs, but the plan was to reach the world.)
Abraham do you trust me enough to… Leave your family, financial security, and control - for a place I'll show you later. AND have a baby even though you are impotent, and wife is barren and post-menopausal
Abe a 75 “as good as dead” was told – there was no pill & Sarah was 65 - by the time he had Isaac, he was 100 yrs. Culture - They slept in diff tents – he’s 99 walk into her tent (she’s 89) and says, hey baby (let’s get it on – Marvin Gaye) 
How God Planned To Pull It Off All Along – a sighting of Jesus
Genesis 22:1 Some time later (understatement - 35-40 yrs later) God tested Abraham. (God’s tests are never designed to ruin us but to build us) He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."
That is bizarre, don’t get numb to it - let it sink in. What kind of God is this? This was a glimpse behind the curtain – of how he was going to reach the nations - “remember Abe & Isaac, I was there”

Take your only son = “God gave his only son” – John 3:16
Moriah– God sent him to a barren, empty Mt. to sacrifice - that place would later become Jerusalem – the place Jesus gave his life
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. (How Jesus enters the Jerusalem) He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. (How many were sacrificed with Jesus? 2) When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day (3 days Isaac was as good as dead to Abe - How many days was Jesus in the grave? 3) Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.  5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." (We will come back? A glimpse of his faith) 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. (Isaac carried the wood and tools of his own sacrifice – Jesus carried his cross to Mt Moriah) As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?"  "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.  (How could he? 3 days, plenty of time to go back… But he trusted – God will provide the Lamb)
Walk around the room with a young person… 

A pounding in his brain - Logic screams, “This can’t be right!” God said thru Isaac, no one else, the promise would come.  
A pounding to his emotions – This is his cherished son – 
Abraham stood to lose not only a son, but the promise of salvation? 
Genesis 22:9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. (Sunday school image of a little boy – Isaac most likely a young adult - strong enough to carry wood & supplies – Abe well into 100’s)  
If there was ever a time for Isaac to pick a fight w/ dad, it would be now – but didn’t. Realize - Isaac trusting God, willingly went and laid down his life before his Father – a glimpse of Jesus.
With volunteer: He builds an altar, lays him down, ties him up - tears streaming - pulls out the knife -– the music is building…

10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. (Do you feel your life dying? God is saying Here I am) 12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. (God is right on time) He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided."
And it was provided - a substitute was given - on the very same Mt. (know years later as Calvary) The Father gave his one and only son (Jesus, God in the flesh). A sacrifice that changed the world!
15 - The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the Lord, (Jesus is talking = the voice of God) that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." 
Isaac had Jacob (became Israel) had 12 sons who became nation of Israel - through his son Judah was born Jesus. Thru Abraham’s offspring the world is blessed. We’re his descendants - numerous as the stars – those who’ve given their lives to Christ – countless. 

Galatians 3: 7 Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.
Jesus - remember Abe & Isaac, that was about me 

Two Big Problems with this Story:

· How could God ever ask that? God knew the outcome 

· How could Abe ever do that?  Confident God would raise him up.
 (BTW - If you hear that. It’s not God!)
Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. (Abe never heard of resurrections before – but he just trusted God for one)
Abe’s faith was in that resurrection – The resurrection of the son of promise – It was a coming attraction of Jesus 
This story is not only about what God wanted from Abe, but also what God wants from us.
· What God Wanted Then – And Still Wants Now:  FAITH
What God is not looking for – Faith Substitutes
· Faith is not - Intellectual Acceptance / Just believe 
Belief in Jesus, that he rose again, that he is son of God? Means little
For many Jesus is like UFO’s and bigfoot - do you believe in UFO’s or Big foot? Yes. Does it affect your life, not really - I just believe it. 
Do demons believe in Jesus? Yes. James 2:19 - You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that - and shudder.

Do you expect to see them in heaven?  No. 
· Faith is not - Positive Thinking / or a good attitude 

Rangers down by 2 – just gotta have faith - Cowboys, down by 20 – God we need a miracle!  Don’t get me wrong – positive thinking is better than negative thinking and does affect our day, game, & outlook - But positive thinking is not faith. 
We often paint this picture of faith that is unrealistic - just have faith, everything will turn out positively. We use verses like this – Hebrews 11:33 …who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again. (Amen, give me that kind of faith! But the rest is not told in Sunday school) Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated-- [38] the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.  (faith brought that - Want to sign up for that?) 39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. (something better for us – Jesus) 
Some will win here, and some will lose, this world is not heaven 
Faith doesn’t guarantee us victory – it guarantees us eternity

Positive thinking only hopes your gonna win in this life 

Faith says – trust Him and you’ll win in the next life
· Faith is not - Risky Living – foolish risk
Just go out and so something stupid and expect God to rescue you. 
Proverbs 22:3 - A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.  (Don’t assume wild ideas or a challenge is God) 
Abe was not risky living – he was walking in Faith
What God’s looking for - What is Faith? We see this with Abraham. 
· Faith trusts God enough to do what He says, even when it does not make sense 
Trusting God’s word: even when it seems strange, unreasonable, hard to do, scary, uneasy, old fashioned, or uncomfortable - you trust God enough to do it – It’s what God Wanted Then and Still does
Imagine Abe hearing God – Okay, got it. I believe it and hear you. But never moves on it – it is faith that moves us to action

James 2:21 – it was what Abe did when he offered his son Isaac that was Faith
Anything short of doing what he says to do – is costume jewelry faith- We have a whole church culture that lives like that.

No matter who you are or background it will always be God saying - do you trust me enough to do what I say? If you do, I will take you on an amazing life changing journey. 

· Faith that trusts God enough to let go of what you value the most
Abraham’s test is our test: Many say, “God is important to me.” But truth is God doesn’t want to be “important”; he wants to be the most important. More than a job, school, boyfriend, a spouse, even children. 
This is the test of the First Commandment in Exodus and we see this in the calling of Jesus to us… Matt 16:24 - Jesus said, If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. (later again – to truly live is to die to yourself)
· Your first step of faith is with Jesus. 
Abraham was given a preview of the coming attraction - Jesus showed up as a type, a glimpse, a sighting of his provision, death, & resurrect
Jesus responding to accusers – saying to his face you are demon possessed! 
I am here by God alone – if you listen to me you will live forever… John 8:52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?” (Responds – I don’t need your approval, I know who I am. So did Abraham) 
56 Your father Abraham (your - Abe is not Jesus father) rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”  57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I AM!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
Jesus was that coming attraction – but they could not see it. Do you? Do you see him working in your life? Do you realize he brought you to this place – so that you might know him – right now? 
· Your first step of faith is with Jesus. 

