Surviving Christmas – wk 4 – Go to the Christmas Parties 
Merry Christmas! So much to do - so little time. Party after party. You want to but- so much. We’re giving a Christmas survival guide of sorts.

Survival guide rule #1 Christmas is all about the presents
Matt 1:23 - Immanuel = God with us – God is present.
Luke 1- Zachariah and Elizabeth – discovered this truth!
Survival guide rule #2 You can’t have Christmas without the tree
1 Peter 2:24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree…
Referring to the cross of Christ

Survival guide rule #3 Christmas is for children
Matthew 18: 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Survival guide rule #4 Christmas parties are the best 
Christmas really is about parties – three parties to be exact. 

There is one party you can’t miss – and you are invited! You do not want to skip this one. Do whatever it takes!
Let’s take a look at the first Christmas party - the world needed a party!
On the heels of war, an economic crash, incredible high taxes, a govt takeover, spiritual and physical poverty - world was hungry for a savior 
Mary was pregnant w/ Jesus. Joe was trusting God on this one. A census (for higher taxes), everyone had to go to their birth city. 
So, Joe & Mary went to Bethlehem, tiny suburb of Jerusalem. 

Luke 2:6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, (feeding trough) because there was no guest room available for them.
The picture of Christmas. What we think… Dec 25 was chosen in the 4th century to celebrate the moment when God on earth breathed air. The creator became actual flesh and blood. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.   12 This will be a sign to you: (what to look for) You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, (a party broke out) praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (it wouldn’t be a party without load music) 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
So, they ran to the party and met Jesus just as the angles said! After the party, the shepherds returned home never the same!
Matthew 2 – another set of party guests - Matthew 2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi (don’t know how many) from the east came to Jerusalem… 
Who are these wise guys? Not kings - but Magi - seekers - men of science & faith – looking for a Messiah – went to the capital.  

2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (come to celebrate Jesus)  
The local king, Herod was jealous, angry, and threatened. Herod looked up the location and sent them to Bethlehem (v8)
8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” (a plan to kill Jesus) 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, (not in a manger anymore) they saw the child (not a baby anymore) with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts (What do you give a guy who has everything?) of gold, (for a king) frankincense (for divine worship) myrrh. (healing oil - death) 

The wise guys party gifts – God used them to provide for Jesus family in the years to come. The wise guys were warned in a dream to not tell Herod, so they returned home.
Christmas really is about parties! 
Three Christmas parties you don’t want to miss!
1. Jesus birthday party! What a party! History marked that for eternity.
2. Your rebirthday party! The day some of you are spiritually reborn. 
The heavens party every time someone comes to Christ!  

Luke 15:10 Jesus said - I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
3. The redeemed party – When Jesus bring us to the great feast.  
Jesus parable of a great feast, sadly many of the invited did not come and ignored the invite – so the master tells His servants… Matthew 22:9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find. (shout it)
Speaking of the great holiday wedding feast and those who do come. Revelation 19:9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” (millions & millions at the table - what a holiday dinner!) 
But in all these parties – there are those who missed it.

THOSE THAT MISS THE PARTY - How to Miss the Party!

How to be a Grinches that steals Christmas - just watched it Thursday.  
· Be indifferent – The Innkeeper (Luke 2:1-7, Matt 25:31-36, Hebrews 13:2) 
A very pregnant homeless Joe and Mary need a place to stay. Going into labor - turned away. Someone else can do it - no room. Sorry. 
God knocked on his front door – but he said no thank you. 
Too much going in my life – I just can’t maybe another time. God – I see you, but I don’t have the time.  That indifference – it just did not seem important – he missed the party. 
· Be your own King – Herod (Matt 2:1-7, 16, Rom 1:18-32, Prov 1:23-33) 
The attitude of Herod – was no one will tell me what to do – I am king of my life. God came to his house – but he felt threatened. 
For may it is the same today – God will never tell me what to do. I am my own king. Jesus threatens your way of life.
You will miss the party
· Be religious - Religious Elite (Matt 2:4-6, Luke 18:9-14, Mark 2:16-17) 
How did the wise guys find Jesus? The religious guys got in their scriptures and told Herod after some research. Bethlehem. 
They knew the answer and did nothing about it. They were given the party location, passed it on, and missed it. 

Why? They figured if God was going to something great – it would start with them. Their self-righteous attitude was a miss. 

Maybe like them you think - I am a good person – I don’t need saving. Jesus is for the losers, the low life’s, the addicts – that is not me. If God does something… I’ll know. 
Christmas bells: add to any song it sounds Christmas – but is not a Christmas song.  Blinded by a self-righteous attitude – they missed it. 
The next way to miss the party
· Be familiar – Luke 2:1-7, Matthew 2:1-16
When Jesus was born you know who is missing from the story – Joe’s family. If Joe was going back to his home town, his family would be there.  His family’s home. They are not mentioned.
To them it was just another night – another family baby born. I know that family – Joes illegitimate kid. Nothing special. 
We see it still happen as Jesus grew up - Matthew 13:54 Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. 55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t all his sisters with us? (familiar with him – and his story. No big deal) Where then did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own home.” 58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.
Like them some of you know this story – it’s no big deal. I’m not getting excited. I don’t need to worship. I know this stuff. It’s all emotions.  Like them – you just might miss the party. 
So, who are the party people? THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE IT THE PARTY 
· The Regular Joes – The peeps who trust God and follow
Mary, Joseph - were not people from a rough background, wild life, or crazy story - just regular folks with a simple life who trusted God.
They understood that something had to give. *If God has a plan for my life, and I have a plan for my life, someone has to change plans.
The norms – the regulars. You are invited. You don’t have to be special, but you are called to be faithful. 
· The Religious crowd – raised in church – you know a lot
Zack, Lizzy - raised in church – know the bible – lived it – at the right place at the right time. They responded to the invite, not with arrogance and pride – but with humble gratitude. 

Raised in church – you know the stories.  This is the group everyone thinks are invited – they are – but the reality is – You still need to RSVP. You are invited – what will you do with it?
· The Forgotten folks – the shepherds who got the invite to the party
Luke 2:8-20, 1 Timothy 1:15, Mark 2:13-17, 1 John 1:9, Rom 5:8-10
Shepherds were looked down on – uncivilized – neglected – working a job nobody wanted – yet they were invited to the party with a party!
Jesus came for the outsider – the least of these – the forgotten and neglected. Those looked down on - You are invited!
Mark 2:16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. (the unlovable, outcasts, sinful, rebels, those that don’t fit) I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  

Maybe you feel like you would never be on the invite list – Christmas tells us – that you are. Our sin is just evidence of our need for that invitation. You are invited. 
· The seeking masses - Wise men who came to find the party 
Matthew 2:1-12, 7:7-12, Acts 17:24-28 

The educated, analytical - those who have some wealth but still feel empty and are searching for… anything. You are invited!
Christmas is an invite for… 

Those who have everything and still feel like they have nothing 
Those who have done it all, but still feel nothing inside - at all 

Those who know a lot, but still can’t fill the lot in their heart

Are you seeking? Jesus invites you to the party!

Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
Keep asking - Keep seeking – keep knocking 
The regular joes – religious crowd – forgotten folks – seeking masses 

Here is the deal - **Christmas is an invite to a party – for all people.

Three parties you do not want to miss! 

1. Jesus birthday party!  2. Your rebirthday party!

3. The redeemed party – The day of his return!

Some of you may be wondering – when will that third party happen?
It seems like it is taking forever… 

The reason is - invites are still being sent. 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
RSVP is French - répondez s'il vous plait (respondez sil voo play) 

It means - please respond – do you sense the Holy Spirt tugging at your heart – please respond. 

Your invite is not in the mail – it is here right now. 
It’s right here – the gift. Open it – God’s word.
What will you do with it?
Do you see what I see – Christmas eve
Christmas eve - We love Christmas movies… we want them to be our Christmas

Reliant K – lyrics hating Christmas parties – (possibly end with Amy Grant Melancholy Christmas) 
Have you ever been excited to open a gift only to open it and it’s not what you wanted? Disappointment – with a happy face.  We do the same with God – this life is not what I wanted. No need to put on a phony face. This is your party too.
