Livingway Life Teams - week of Feb 3
To prepare for this week’s meeting, take some time to focus on the questions below and be prepared to share your answers with the group. 
· Welcome – (possible prayer needs) 

· Meet and introduce each other – 

· Share your heart concerning the group and your desire to grow together and in your walk with Jesus.

getting to know you:
· Was there anything that stood out to you, got your attentions, or got you thinking about Sunday’s message? 

· Thinking about the Corinth from Sunday – what comes to mind? 
· Have you ever talked to someone about your faith?
· What was that like? How did it go? 

· What was the most difficult part of it? 

DIGGING DEEPER:
How To Share Your Faith Like An Apostle:
What To EMPHASIZE
· Emphasis The good news – not rule and rituals 
1 Corinthians 1:17, Mark 8:36
· Is the good news about a denomination or baptism?
· What is the gospel? GOOD life changing NEWS. Have a few try to explain it. 

From Sunday - The message: God is holy, we are not. Unless there is a way of escape, we will face God’s judgment. Good News, the cross is that way.

· What does 1 Cor 1:17 mean? Does that mean we should not be baptized?

It is not about a symbol of our salvation, but the savior – don’t focus on the methods but focus on the message – the gospel. 
· How can we make sure – that we stay on point? 
· Emphasize The cross – not morality
1 Corinthians 2:1-2
· What does that verse (1 Cor 2:1-5) tell us about Paul in how he shared the good news?

· You don’t have to be an eloquent speaker.

· You don’t have to have all the answers.

· Share your story – it is unique to you.

· He rested and relied on the Power of Holy Spirit to work through him.

· How do you think someone can follow the Holy Spirit? (previous lessons) 
· Emphasize Jesus – not justice
Micah 6:8, Acts 4:12
· Does that mean that God is not a God of justice?

· How is he both justice and mercy? 

· What is the requirement for God’s mercy and grace? 

James 4:6, Psalm 25:9

What To EXPECT
· A mixed reaction 
1 Corinthians 1:18-24 (to read on your own for Homework – Matthew 13:1-23)
· What different reactions that people have about Jesus and the cross?

· Have you ever had someone who was angry about it? Explain.

· Optional - Are you familiar with the parable of the sower? What are the 4 types of heart represented in the parable?  

· Is anyone beyond the reach of God? 
· Many will be interested – few will follow
Matthew 7:13-14 
· How are we to treat the interested – non-followers? 
· Is it possible there are people that go to church that are not real followers of Jesus? 

· What do you think is the solution to that?
(Matthew 13:24-30 Parable of the Wheat and Tares)
· The biggest obstacle is always pride, not logic
Psalm 10:4
· When it comes to sharing the good new – the condition of the heart is more important than the message (Remember Parable of the sower). Why is that?

· The gospel is the power of God – but if a heart is prideful what happens?
· What role do you think the Holy Spirit plays in people like this? 
What To REMEMBER
· Our life is just as important as our words
Matthew 5:16, 1 Peter 2:12

· How might the way we live make a positive or negative impact on the message of Jesus? 

· To Keep it simple – tell YOUR story and be ready to answer their questions
1 Peter 3:15-16
· How can you start this tomorrow? 

TAKE IT HOME
Matthew 13:1-23

· What does that passage tell you about how people respond differently to the gospel of Jesus?

· What does it tell you about the listener’s heart? 
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