Livingway Life Teams - week of April 28 
Getting to know you
· Have you ever known someone who just did not like you? Why do you think they did not like you?
· How did not being liked to affect you?
· Did you ever try to fix it? How?
Digging Deeper
· Sunday it was said, “The Resurrection is a historical truth, not a religious truth!” Do you agree or disagree with that statement? Why
Sunday Ted gave us five things - if the Resurrection hadn’t happened. Two of them were “heaven is a silly wishful thinking” and “personal sacrifice for God is stupid.”
In contrast, we see throughout the Bible people making decisions about life based on the reality of heaven and sacrificing for God’s kingdom. Read what the apostle Paul went through in - 2 Corinthians 11:23-33
· What stood out to you or surprised you the most when reading this passage?

What this passage tells us about Following Jesus

2 Corinthians 11:23-33

1. Trials and hardship will come to even faithful followers

· Are we promised health, wealth, and happiness in this life as a follower of Jesus?

· Are we promised that everything we do for God will be a success? No. 

· Does that cause you to want to follow Jesus more or less? 

· Does God bless us – how?

2. The world opposes the message of Jesus – some will even hate it

· Why do you think the world opposes the good news of Jesus so much?

· Why would someone hate a Christian?

· What can we do when the world hates us? 

John 15:17-19, Matthew 10:22, John 3:19-20

· According to those passages, why will many hate Christians? 
Matthew 5:43-48, Romans 12:9-19
· According to this passage how should we respond to those that seek to harm us?

3. Following Jesus and sharing his message is worth dying for!

· How is it that giving our life to the cause of Christ, though risky, is rewarding?

· What do you think it is that has caused people throughout history to joyfully give their life to spread the good news? 

1 John 3:16, Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 4:17, 5:14, 1 Peter 4:13

· What do those passages tell us about giving our life for the cause of Christ?  
· What was Paul saying in Philippians 1:20-26?

· If I live, I lie for Jesus. If I die, I get to be with Jesus – It is a win, win! 

· I will keep fighting to live for your sake! 

Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 gave a very simple gospel – this is the message we are to give our life for. This is the good news we give our life for. 
This is the Cause of Christ! The Good News (Gospel) that Saves!
1 Corinthians 15:1-4  -  This is what we must believe / trust in to be saved.
** Christ - Jesus is the eternal King, Fully God 
· What are some of the different views of Jesus?
· Why do you think it matters what we think about Jesus if we are to have salvation with God? (Proper view of Jesus is essential – he is the royal forever God KING!)
· As king – he is the ruler and Lord of our life. 
** Crucified on a cross for our sins

· What are sins?
· The bible says Jesus took our place on cross, what does that mean?
** Buried in a tomb – Jesus is fully human
· Why is it important that Jesus was fully human?
** Rose again - the resurrection – Jesus came back to life after death!
· Why is this part so important? It proved all he said and did was true!
** According to Scripture (the Bible) – the bible is trustworthy
· Why is the trustworthiness of the Bible so important?
· What if only parts are true? Then we can’t trust any of it. 
What does 1 Corinthians 15:1 tell us about this gospel?
· It must be shared – “I preached it to you”
· It must be received – “you received it”
· It must be our foundation for everything – “in which you stand”
· Have you received these truths?

· Have you acknowledged and surrendered to the Lordships of the King Jesus? 

HUDDLE (option - if you break into small groups) 

Prayer requests 

HOME
When someone decides to live in light of the reality of the Resurrection, there will be a cost involved because anything worth much usually costs much. How do Jesus’ words about the cost of following Him in Luke 14:25-35 fit with your spiritual journey and/or experience in following Him?
If you’d like more information on the historical reliability of the Resurrection, a great, easy to understand book is A Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.
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What this passage tells us about Following Jesus

2 Corinthians 11:23-33
1. ___________________________ will come to even faithful followers
2. The world opposes the message of Jesus – some _____________________
John 15:17-19, Matthew 10:22, John 3:19-20, Matthew 5:43-48, Romans 12:9-19
2 Following Jesus and sharing his message is __________________________
1 John 3:16, Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 4:17, 5:14, 1 Peter 4:13, Philippians 1:20-26

This is the Cause of Christ! The Good News (Gospel) that Saves!
1 Corinthians 15:1-4
** __________________ - Jesus is the eternal King, Fully God
** __________________ on a cross for our sins
** __________________ in a tomb – Jesus is fully human
** __________________ - the resurrection – Jesus came back to life after death!
** According to _______________________ (the Bible) – the bible is trustworthy.
What does 1 Corinthians 15:1 tell us about this gospel?
· It must be ___________________– “I preached it to you”

· It must be ___________________ – “you received it”

· It must be ___________________ for everything – “in which you stand”
HOME

When someone decides to live in light of the reality of the Resurrection, there will be a cost involved because anything worth much usually costs much. How do Jesus’ words about the cost of following Him in Luke 14:25-35 fit with your spiritual journey and/or experience in following Him?

If you’d like more information on the historical reliability of the Resurrection, a great, easy to understand book is A Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.
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What this passage tells us about Following Jesus

2 Corinthians 11:23-33

3. ___________________________ will come to even faithful followers

4. The world opposes the message of Jesus – some _____________________

John 15:17-19, Matthew 10:22, John 3:19-20, Matthew 5:43-48, Romans 12:9-19

3 Following Jesus and sharing his message is __________________________

1 John 3:16, Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 4:17, 5:14, 1 Peter 4:13, Philippians 1:20-26

This is the Cause of Christ! The Good News (Gospel) that Saves!
1 Corinthians 15:1-4

** __________________ - Jesus is the eternal King, Fully God

** __________________ on a cross for our sins

** __________________ in a tomb – Jesus is fully human

** __________________ - the resurrection – Jesus came back to life after death!

** According to _______________________ (the Bible) – the bible is trustworthy.
What does 1 Corinthians 15:1 tell us about this gospel?

· It must be ___________________– “I preached it to you”

· It must be ___________________ – “you received it”

· It must be ___________________ for everything – “in which you stand”

HOME

When someone decides to live in light of the reality of the Resurrection, there will be a cost involved because anything worth much usually costs much. How do Jesus’ words about the cost of following Him in Luke 14:25-35 fit with your spiritual journey and/or experience in following Him?

If you’d like more information on the historical reliability of the Resurrection, a great, easy to understand book is A Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.
