Livingway Life Teams - week of March 31
getting to know you:
· If someone could silently observe you 24 hours a day for 7 days how do you think they would describe the focus of your life?  What would they say you desire or pursue most?  
· Have you ever felt like your focus or pursuit in life and God’s plan seemed to be heading in different directions?  How did you become aware of this?   
DIGGING DEEPER:

We saw in 1 Corinthians 9 how far Paul was willing to go to reach people with the Gospel. His willingness was based on his understanding that people are spiritually lost without Christ. 
· What should our heart for those without Jesus be?

· What do you think Jesus’ attitude towards those who are lost is?
Jesus Heart For The Lost

Luke 15:1-10, Luke 19:10
1. Jesus cares about every single person – the one!
· Everyone? Is there anyone he does care about?

2. Jesus pursued us (He goes out of his way to help you know Him)
· How does Jesus pursue us? How has Jesus pursued you?

3. Jesus carries those are broken
· Why is that good news for many?

4. Jesus takes incredible pleasure in every person who truly submits to God
· Why do you think he cares so much about “the one”?
· What does that make you feel about yourself?  

5. That is why Jesus came – this is the reason why Jesus came to earth! 
· What stands out to you about Jesus heart for the lost? 
A Beautiful and Sad passage:

Matthew 9:35-38
Something Beautiful
The harvest is full and filled with people ready to respond to the gospel 

Something Sad
The workers are few (people are dying on the vine)
· Will you be a worker for the harvest?  How?

· Will you see the lost and hurting and do something about it?

Living a life that helps others to see Jesus is compared to running a race in 1 Cor 9:24-27. Paul’s description of training for a race relates to our own lives.  
Read a few more of Paul’s racing analogies and find as many of his “training tips” as you can.   RACING INSTRUCTIONS
(Life Team leaders – develop questions around the following points as needed) 
Philippians 3:13-14
· Humility – there is always more to grow 
· Letting go of the past – we can’t see the future with our eyes on the past 
· Having a hope for the future - believing the future is hopeful and good 
· Pressing through the obstacles – straining toward, pressing toward  
· Never forget the prize of heaven (no matter what happens – we have heaven) 
2 Timothy 2:5  
· God’s word is the rule book

Hebrews 12:1-3      
· Drop the weights and jump the hurdles (whatever slows us down & entangles)
· Persevere

· Keep your eyes on the Savior (Remember the price Jesus paid for you)

· Realize people will try to stop you
· In addition to prayer, what are a few specific ways that we can help each other apply the racing strategy? 
· How can our past successes and failures either help us run or slow us down?
· How does running this race effectively help us to reach others with eh hope of Jesus?

PRAYER: Prayer for those you love who have yet to discover the hope of Jesus 
Taking IT Home
Competitive athletes are strategic about their racing; they “play to win” instead of “playing not to lose.” Jesus told a story about some guys who illustrated both of these strategies. 
Read Matthew 25:14-30 and imagine what each servant must have been thinking. What words would you use to describe someone who is “playing to win” compared to another who is “playing not to lose”?  
· Who played it safe? 

· What did the master think about him?  

· Are there any “talents” you need to be careful not to bury that you are playing safe with?
· What can we do to avoid playing it safe with God?
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Jesus Heart For The Lost

Luke 15:1-10, Luke 19:10

1. Jesus cares about _________________________________ – the one!

2. Jesus ____________________________ 

3. Jesus carries those are broken

4. Jesus _______________________ in every person who truly submits to God

5. That is why Jesus came

A Beautiful and Sad passage:

Matthew 9:35-38

· Something Beautiful

The harvest is full and filled with people __________________ to the gospel 

· Something Sad

The workers ______________________

RACING INSTRUCTIONS

Philippians 3:13-14, 2 Timothy 2:5, Hebrews 12:1-3      

* H__________________ 




* Letting go of _______________ 
* Having a hope for ________________
* Pressing through ___________
 * Never forget the prize of heaven
* _____________ is the rule book
* Drop the _________ and jump the _________
* P___________________

* Keep your eyes on the Savior
* Realize people will _____________________________
Taking IT Home

Competitive athletes are strategic about their racing; they “play to win” instead of “playing not to lose.” Jesus told a story about some guys who illustrated both of these strategies. Read Matthew 25:14-30 and imagine what each servant must have been thinking. What words would you use to describe someone who is “playing to win” compared to another who is “playing not to lose”?  

· Who played it safe? 

· What did the master think about him?  

· Are there any “talents” you need to be careful not to bury that you are playing safe with?

· What can we do to avoid playing it safe with God?
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Jesus Heart For The Lost

Luke 15:1-10, Luke 19:10

6. Jesus cares about _________________________________ – the one!

7. Jesus ____________________________ 

8. Jesus carries those are broken

9. Jesus _______________________ in every person who truly submits to God

10. That is why Jesus came

A Beautiful and Sad passage:

Matthew 9:35-38

· Something Beautiful

The harvest is full and filled with people __________________ to the gospel 

· Something Sad

The workers ______________________

RACING INSTRUCTIONS

Philippians 3:13-14, 2 Timothy 2:5, Hebrews 12:1-3      

* H__________________ 




* Letting go of _______________ 
* Having a hope for ________________

* Pressing through ___________
 * Never forget the prize of heaven
* _____________ is the rule book
* Drop the _________ and jump the _________

* P___________________

* Keep your eyes on the Savior
* Realize people will _____________________________

Taking IT Home

Competitive athletes are strategic about their racing; they “play to win” instead of “playing not to lose.” Jesus told a story about some guys who illustrated both of these strategies. Read Matthew 25:14-30 and imagine what each servant must have been thinking. What words would you use to describe someone who is “playing to win” compared to another who is “playing not to lose”?  

· Who played it safe? 

· What did the master think about him?  

· Are there any “talents” you need to be careful not to bury that you are playing safe with?

· What can we do to avoid playing it safe with God?

