Life team Notes – Week of 9/29 - Disenchanted With God  
· What are you ever been disappointed? About what? Why?

· Can you describe a moment when something did not go as planned?

This past week we began a series on Habakkuk – a short 3 chapter book in the Old Testament. It is all about a prophet who was dealing with what appeared to be God’s lack of involvement in a time of trial and chaos.

· Have you ever felt the loss a loved one, experienced the pain and violence and cruelty, been walked on and abandoned, felt forgotten and alone, experienced the sting of hunger and neglect, seen the bloodshed of war, the tragedy of catastrophes, and the pain of sickness? Then understand today’s dilemma.
Read Habakkuk 1:2-4, 13

· Does the violence of the world grieve you like this?  Why or Why not?

· Have you ever prayed about something and it got worse? Explain. 

· How did that affect your view of God or your prayer life?
· Where has God been silent in your life before? How, if at all, did you find peace, comfort, or understanding during that time?  
Read Psalm 88
· Is it sinful to complain to God?  When does a complaint become sinful? 
We saw Sunday that God’s answer to Habakkuk was that God was going to use their enemies to discipline them. How does it make you feel to know God told Habakkuk he would raise up an evil people to punish His own?  
The Example of Jesus
· The Jesus they wanted – a soldier warrior king - Mark 11:1-11

· The Jesus they got – a humble crucified savior - Mark 15:6-15, 1 John 2:1-2
1. They wanted a Jesus who fixed EARTHLY PROBLEMS. 
They got a Jesus who fixed our ETERNAL PROBLEM. 

2. They wanted a Jesus who destroyed the ROMANS. 
They got a Jesus who destroyed the stranglehold of SIN. 

3. They wanted a Jesus who judged BAD GUYS. 
They got a Jesus who dealt with our SINS FIRST. 

Jesus shows us How to Pray in the Face of Major Crisis: Luke 22:39-46
(1) My attitude before the crisis determines how much strength I will have in the crisis 
· What the attitude of Jesus? How did he approach the crisis he saw before him?

· What can we learn from his example? 

(2)  During a Criss - I need to learn to pray like Jesus 

· Brief - Luke 22:42, Matthew 6:5-8
· What do you think brief prayers looks like in our prayer life? 
· How often should we pray? (all day – throughout the day – without ceasing)

· Is God impressed with Long prayers? (Matthew 6:5-8)
· Brutally Honest – Luke 22:41-44
· We see this in Habakkuk’s, Jobs prayers, and many of David’s prayers. DO you think God is offended by our honesty? Why?
· How can we have honesty and faith? How might a prayer like that sound?
· Shamelessly Persistent - 
· In the other gospels, they describe Jesus praying this same prayer three times, and many times we see in scripture people praying again and again to God for the same thing. How is that an expression of our faith?

· Should we ever feel bad about going to God repeated about something? Why?
· Humbly submitted to God’s will whatever it may be – Luke 22:42
We must learn to trust the process. This life is just THE BEGINNING! 

Romans 8:18, 28, 1 Corinthians 2:9 

Read Acts 2.23 and Acts 4.27
· Who was responsible for the death of Jesus?  How does this change your view of God’s relationship with and/or responsibility for evil?
· Who did God use to accomplish his plan? Evil, violent and corrupt people. 
Read Psalm 62:11-12, 115:3, Nahum 1:7, Job 34:10, 42:2, Deut 32:4, Isaiah 46:10

· If we truly believe God is both sovereign and loving how does that change the way we look at situations that are not going the way we want?

Take Home Extra Study:
· Read Job 23.1-17 and Jonah 4.1-11.  What is the difference between these two complaints and conclusions of these stories? 

· How does it make you feel to know God told Habakkuk he would raise up an evil people to punish His own?  How does your view of God change after reading Habakkuk 1.5 and Deuteronomy 29.29?  

· What is God’s purpose with all things? Read Romans 8.28.  Are you comfortable with one of the “things” God uses being evil?  Why or why not?   (Read Genesis 50.20, Exodus 4.21/Romans 9.17-18, Joshua 11.20, 1Samuel 16.14, 2Sam 12.15-18, 1Kings 11.23, 1Kings 22.23, Amos 3.6; 6.4-12) 

· Read Acts 2.23 and Acts 4.27.  Who was responsible for the death of Jesus?  How does this change your view of God’s relationship with and/or responsibility for evil?
· Read Psalm 73 and pray
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