HABAKKUK – When God Seems Unfair
There are many unanswered questions in life…
· Why say an alarm clock is going off, when it’s really coming on?
· Why do we drive on a parkway and park in a driveway?

· Why say, “I slept like a baby,” when a baby wakes up every 2 hrs? 
· If you throw a cat out of a moving car, is it called Kitty Litter?  

Which reminds me of the book we are looking at – Habakkuk. When a cat hacks a fur ball they say “Ha-a-bak-k-k-kuk”
The driving question of 4 page book - “Why doesn’t God seem fair?”
Where are you God? ** Maybe you’ve asked this before…  
· Has there even been a time when you questioned God? 
Why are you not doing anything about the wickedness around me? This kind of questioning doesn’t bother God.
Habakkuk – is like reading a private journal entry. A small “minor” prophet during a difficult time for Israel. (a journal) 
Habakkuk 1:2-3 How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not save? Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong? 
Why does God allow injustice?  Why the violence? Why the pain? Why do the evil seem to win?

Fast-forward to today – we are still asking? Theodicy = God’s justice
God, why do evil people prosper, but good people…  Why is it the kiss up jerk gets promoted? How can evil people live to be 102, but my Christian father dies at 52? God, why is it we raise our kids according to Your word, but are messed up, and kids who were not, are living for you? How come I try to do what Your word says financially, and I’m not being blessed, and someone not giving anything has plenty of money? God, how come some pray and you answer, but not mine? Why my headaches, my depression, my chronic pain won’t go away? You fight and beat cancer and it come back! How come someone I love is going through so much pain? God, If You can do something, but You don’t.  Why? 
Habakkuk was incredibly in love w/ God, one of the good guys - rich faith, but crashed head-on into a faith wall. Things he saw didn’t line up with things he believed, and it was difficult 
Let’s do a Background Check on Hab – 12 small prophet books in the OT (AKA. Minor Prophets) small prophet books, not small prophets 
Of the twelve, we know less about Hab than any other. What we know: temple musician, who became priest then a prophet

Wonder what a prophet is? In the OT – it was someone who would speak on behalf of God - “Thus says the Lord” to the people. 
Hab was written 600 before Jesus was born - People were growing corrupt and were still prospering - much like today… Hab asks why? God answers with a disturbing answer…
This is not a sitcom sermon (Do watch sitcoms? Your fav?) Get a few laughs, tension in the plot, in 24 min a happy ending. A lot of people like sitcom sermons.
You won’t get this with Habakkuk - in fact, you get the opposite – you get unresolved tension, unanswered questions, & drama… just like life

Perhaps why Habakkuk’s name means “to embrace & wrestle” 

Volunteer - To wrestle: Habakkuk wrestles with God
Habakkuk 1:1 The prophecy (massa’ (mas-saw) = utterance of doom, burden) that Habakkuk the prophet received. (God gave Hab a burdensome message – he didn’t like it and is the only prophet to push back and argue w/ God) 2 How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save? 3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
God how could you let a drunk driver on his 3rd offense kill a 3rd grader? Why allow a promiscuous girl who keeps getting preg and abortions and I can’t have a single baby? A shooter kills four, then takes his life - where’s the justice? Terrorism, corruption - unfair! Where are you? How long will you do 0?
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. (God’s word is no longer a standard and injustice is winning) The wicked hem in (surround) the righteous, so that justice is perverted. (twisted) 
Habakkuk major problems with God 

1 – God, You don’t seem to care – do you see this all and not care?
2 – God, You aren’t doing much when You could

I know you can – you’re all powerful – but, where are you?

3 – God, and what You are doing doesn’t seem fair

In other words - God, if I were You, I would do things different. Honestly, how many of you ever thought that? Is God going to punish us for feeling that? Is it appropriate to question Him? 

I think it is important to ask questions - there are times when questioning God can become a significant part of your faith journey.  
Read Psalms - people crying out to God in pain asking - “What’s going on? God, are You going to help?”  Still I will trust and wait. 
Read Job - Read Lamentations – Godly people crying out – God help have mercy – I don’t understand what’s going on.  

So many are afraid to ask sincere questions - I would argue that without asking them they often breed greater doubt and confusion 

What do you do when what you see with your eyes is so different than what you believe in your heart?
This was Habakkuk’s foundational challenge.  
Seth Golden - The Dip – a little different

X1 - Person without Christ – maybe you… God is working on you then 
X2 - God, I surrender - and boom! Your life changes (spiritual high, hear God, prayers answered, going to church, messages are for me, songs on the radio, parking spots open up…) 
X3 - Then, before long, you go to church, the sermon doesn’t quite speak to you – song is never on - You pray and the opposite happens – what’s going on? 
X4 - And then one day, someone you love gets sick & doesn’t get better, or someone you care about gets in an accident – 
You enter a crisis of belief – what I see is different than what I believe and I’m not sure what I believe. What’s your handle? - CB
What do you do when what you see isn’t consistent with what you believe, and you’re not sure what to think about God? 

Typically, when this happens, people go in one of three directions:

1 They deny reality-think positive, try to make it happen by will- fake X2
2 They get mad- I thought you were good - forget You – go back to X1
3 They press through- You go the more difficult route, “God, I’m going to still trust You” press thru to X5 (a new place of new intimacy) 
It may not get better at first or get more painful, but if you stick w/ God, no matter what, if you hold on to Him - He’s going to take your faith to a place of intimacy, trust, and security that you never dreamed possible – if you’re willing to go thru the season of doubt 
In fact, those most intimate w/ God have gone through the valley – have had many seasons of trial
The New Testament says it this way (Using the chart as you read) – James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, (X3-4) 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. (x5) Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (x6)  (Those seasons of doubt, fear, and questions can produce character and faith in a way nothing else can)
God in His loving sovereignty allow hardship because thru it, God will grow, mature, and bless you – and this is how. 
My example: I’ve had painful moments- childhood abuse / parental divorces, poverty, depression, anxiety, death of close friends, family, cancer (question why, doubt, wrestling) - Through the questions, prayer, reading, talking, listening, research, trusting - I became stronger in my faith – unmovable. 
Some of you are here right now (X4) season of trial in Ch 1

That is an important part of our faith journey. 

Too many people walk away from God in chapter 1
* Chapter One seasons are all about wondering
God, where are You and what are You doing? How long oh LORD?
Habakkuk wanted to hear. God answers - You want an answer? Habakkuk 1:5 “Look at the nations and watch and be utterly amazed. (be tamahh - alarmingly amazed – no way! Stepping back – I can’t believe it! WHAT!) For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told. (Okay, here it is – You’re not going to like it – you want justice, here it is) 6 I am raising up the Babylonians, (Boo! They hated them) that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwellings not their own. (They steal from others and take over homes – rand they are coming your way!) 7 They are a feared and dreaded people; they are a law to themselves and promote their own honor.  8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, fiercer than wolves at dusk. Their cavalry gallops headlong; their horsemen come from afar. They fly in like a vulture swooping to devour; 9 they all come bent on violence. Their hordes advance like a desert wind and gather prisoners like sand. 10 They mock kings and scoff at rulers. They laugh at all fortified cities; by building earthen ramps they capture them. 11 Then they sweep past like the wind and go on - guilty people, whose own strength is their god.” (Here is what God says I hear you - I love you, but people growing wicked – and for your own good, I am going to punish you with those more evil than you, your enemies)
God’s response to Habakkuk – It’s going to get worse.  

Put yourself in that story, How would you respond? Whaaaa?
NO!!! That’s not right! Unfair! Are you out of your mind?
So - what do you do when you’re in the middle of Chapter One and you’re not sure what you believe?  So many questions. Know this… 

· A deeply committed believer can express simultaneous questions and faith at the same time
Example Mark 9 - a father, has a son possessed with an evil spirit – “Jesus!  Can you do anything about this?”  Jesus was like, Dude, all things are possible with me. Do you believe that?” and the father says, “I do believe, sort of.”  “I do believe. But, help me overcome my unbelief.” I believe - but with all that we are going thru, I’ve been praying, doctors, but I am struggling and starting to doubt. 
Jesus allowed him to go here (X3-4) then took him here (X5)
Watch as Habakkuk has simultaneous faith and questions - Habakkuk 1:12a 

O LORD, are you not from everlasting? (You are faithful and in control) My God, my Holy One, we will not die. (Some say “you will not die” – a statement of faith – this is not the end of the story – we’ll be back (You are good – for our good) 
Then he questions again… 12b O LORD, you have appointed them to execute judgment; O Rock, you have ordained them to punish. 13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?
Habakkuk major problems with God 

4 – God, why do the wicked have a good life?

How can you use such cruel people for your plan?
God, I believe, but it’s difficult…  Some of you are in chap one.
14 You have made people like the fish in the sea, like the sea creatures that have no ruler. (lawlessness and disorder) 15 The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, and catch them in his net, he gathers them up in his dragnet; and so he rejoices and is glad. 16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net and burns incense to his dragnet, (worships and finds confidence in his evil work) for by his net he lives in luxury and enjoys the choicest food. 17 Is he to keep on emptying his net, destroying nations without mercy?
Here what we will find: 
Chapter one – You’re wondering - God why, why, why???
I’ve got bad news for you.  Chapter Two’s not much better.  
Chapter two – You’re waiting - and waiting and waiting…
And if you stick it out with God…
Chapter Three – you’re worshiping - No matter what. Not because of
what you see – but because of who you know Him to be. 
So what do you do if you’re in chapter 1 – Do The Habakkuk!
When you are in Chapter One seasons
· Recognize the sovereignty of God

God’s power and goodness – settle it. Establish it.

· Embrace Him 
No matter what happens with God you Habakkuk – Hold on!

· Wrestle with Him
Hold tighter! Wrestle, question, get angry, but never let go!

If you do, I can’t promise you a better life, but I can promise He will never let go of you and it will take you to new intimacy w/ Jesus. 
Hebrews 13:5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. (Don’t chase after other things for answers and help) For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”
This is not a nice happy sitcom sermon today – no simple answers to tough questions… because sometimes in Chap 1, all you can do is embrace and wrestle with God.
You might still wonder – But, God is just so unfair – I agree…
Fair = is getting what we deserve / God is not fair… but he is just
· Our sin demands judgment, but justice was found though Jesus

· We deserve judgment but we receive what we don’t deserve, grace
That’s why was God so concerned about Israel’s life at the time? They were to bring us the savior – Jesus. 

Prayer – for those who are in Ch 1

That they will hold on to God – for you will never let them go

Pray for those who are ready to trust Jesus. 
Jesus, I give my life to you. 
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