HABAKKUK –  www.Godwhereareyou?.com
Hab is written in judicial language as if to Habakkuk is taking God to court – your actions seem unjust. Basically, “I object, Your Honor.” “Your out of order – your out of order – this whole court is out of order.”   1979 movie - …and justice for all.
What we know about Hab – 1 of 12 Minor Prophets – 600BC before Jesus - A musician - turned priest - turned prophet 
He asks: God, why are you not doing anything to help? God answers, “You really want to know? I am going to discipline them – with people more wicked than they are…” - Say what?
If you are facing a “I don’t understand, God” moment, this book speaks
Last week – explain - The dip is … use graph – The DIP
· The Crises of Belief : CB - What’s your handle?
· 3 options… reject reality / retreat / revive (trust & hold on) 
James1:2 Consider it pure joy, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (those closest to God, have had a few dips – God had proven) 
· This is where Habakkuk is - in the Dip chap 1- Wondering?
This is like reading a personal journal entry – his struggle with God. 
Habakkuk - name means “to embrace” or “to wrestle” 

Last week we learned to do the Habakkuk - embrace & wrestle (to the tune of macarena) Hang on for the ride – roller coaster 
Maybe you are in Chap 2. 4 things from first 3 vs of chap 2 we learn When in the dip…
God gave him an answer he’s wrestling with – CB moment. I’m not sure I like what I’m experiencing or hearing - he makes a moves…
Habakkuk 2:1a - I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; (I’m going be “at my watch” – there is a war - I’ll be where I am supposed to be) 
1 - You Stand – Be faithful

I will not run away, retreat, disappear, fall out – I will stand my position. 
Sadly, running is the first response – drop out / recoil / 
2:1b - I will look to see what He will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. (“God, I don’t like this - I’m complaining - God listens – then Hab says okay… my turn to listen..) 
2 – You listen
Many of us, we never stop to listen – we just complain 
It’s important to ask God questions – but after you ask - Shut up and listen - be ready for an answer. 
How will He speak? Rarely audibly - in your spirit - thru His word - thru circumstances - thru people - and sometimes He won’t 

God is a God who speaks, and if you will stop to listen… But you may not like what He says- Hab didn’t 
NT- The apostle Paul - thorn in his side – 3X, God, I know You can do something about it - God basically said, No. Why? I am going to do something better…
When you don’t understand, and when you are in the dip - stop & listen 
Third thing to do in the dip - Habakkuk 2:2 Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation (Chazown - vision) and make it plain on tablets (Hab said, “Where are You?  What’s going on?” God: grab a pen - take notes, here’s my response) so that a herald (who ever reads it) may run with it. (may “run through it” = read it easily – BTW – God’s not trying to confuse you)
3 – You remember
Record (hold to it) – write down what God puts on your heart - Why? 

Why did / does God want him / us to write it down? Two Reasons:
1- For An – I told you so - years from now - when I prove Myself just & true, I want it in writing so everyone can see - I keep my word

2- For your benefit – when God speaks to you – the enemy will try to rob it form you. Steal that seed that God planted – to remember it. 
If you are like me when I go to the grocery - I need it in writing- look sushi, sausage. Little Debbie’s- I forget… 
You hear God – become a Christian – God speaks on a Sunday - that was obviously from God (don’t write it down) hour later - think it was… / Day later – probably was… / week later - Well, I don’t know - maybe I was emotional, hungry, tired… but when I write it down, it becomes a spiritual anchor – to remind you. 
The OT prophets and how often God talked to them… years of silence - all they had was the written “thus says the Lord” to hang on to (Elijah next to Moses, talked to God probably more than anyone amazing stories) - we have the H.S. 
2006 – Go to the AMC / 2007 - God was calling us clearly to stay put and embrace this / 2010 - God was saying in time we will…  months later I doubted it – I don’t see it - but I wrote it down & talked about it – it was hard to deny it – and here we are.

That is why God gives us his word – remember this – remember this – I am faithful. When you are in the dip… remember this…

What do you do, when you hit the DIP? Stop, listen, remember and…
4. You Wait - (**Long pause) I like movement – I’m a little ADD. We like instant… return, response, coffee, drive thru’s – we don’t like to wait 
3 "Write down the revelation (chazown) and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. (Here is #4) For the revelation (chazown) awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; (it will be Legend - wait for it - dary) it will certainly come and will not delay. (When God promises something, you may have to wait - but He will do it) 
What do you do when you are in the dip? God, I know you can, but You’re not!   Some right now, are in the waiting zone  
Message title: waiting waiting waiting.godwhereareyou.com
You believe God - You recorded it, and you’re waiting and waiting and… afraid that it will not come to pass.  
Remember this - God’s delays are not God’s denials
When God has promised something, it will come to pass… 
“Moses, I’m going to use you to deliver God’s people and rebuild a nation,” then Moses goes on a forty-year wandering tour - Wait for it…  God brings it to pass
“Joseph You’re going to be a great leader of leaders” Then his brothers beat the snot out of him – sold into slavery – from a pit to a prison - Wait for it - God brings it to pass - years later God fulfills the promise – and end up in the palace
Apostle Paul - has a vision meets Christ – says he will be used to preach the gospel to the gentiles - Wait for it - God brings it to pass - 13 years later
So, here we are, just waiting. Some of you think that means no movement - But think - What does a waiter do? They Serve 

What you do when you’re waiting: serve the Lord - wait on Him
When you don’t understand, be faithful, listen, wait on and serve God

Hab 2:3 – “For the revelation awaits an appointed time;” (mow’ed [mo’ade] a fixed time - At the mow’ed it will happen! – it will come)  
Like a woman 9 mths pregnant - When it’s time, it’s time - can’t stop it – Summer born fast our Dr. was running across street
You can’t speed it up – you can’t slow it down. 

With Hab - most of the people alive with him didn’t even get to see it - It happened in the next generation, but God’s promise was fulfilled
Re-read verse, from the Living Bible - Habakkuk 2:3 LB - These things I plan won’t happen right away. Slowly, steadily, surely, the time approaches when the vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, do not despair, for these things will surely come to pass. Just be patient! They will not be overdue a single day. 

God says, “Habakkuk - listen, take notes and wait - don’t worry about the Babylonians – they will get what’s coming – 
Like when your mom says wait till your father gets home…  

Here’s how God says it - 4 See, the enemy (Babylon) is puffed up (arrogance); his desires are not upright, but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness - 5 indeed, wine betrays him (the Babylonians); he is arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as greedy as the grave and like death is never satisfied, he gathers to himself all the nations and takes captive all the peoples.
Then – God gives Hab 5 Woes upon the Babylonians (v. 6-19) 

Hab accused God of being unjust – God says you want to see justice – Its coming – Tombstone - “okay you called down the thunder and now you got it… tell them the law is coming! You tell them I'm coming . . . and Hell's coming with me! You hear?! Hell's coming with me!”
God says – I know exactly what they’re doing – I am just

Woe = deep suffering – “you’ll wish you never lived” 

Hab 2:6 - Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by extortion! How long must this go on?’ 7 Will not your creditors suddenly arise? Will they not wake up and make you tremble? Then you will become their prey. Because you have plundered many nations, the peoples who are left will plunder you. For you have shed human blood; you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.
Woe to thieves, they’ll pay in blood for everything they’ve taken from others. 
Hab 2:9 “Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain, setting his nest on high to escape the clutches of ruin! 10 You have plotted the ruin of many peoples, shaming your own house and forfeiting your life. 11 The stones of the wall will cry out, and the beams of the woodwork will echo it.
Woe to the Cheaters/deceivers you’ll get painful punishment will fall on you 
Hab 2:12 “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a town by injustice! 13 Has not the Lord Almighty determined that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing? 14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

Woe to those enslave and misuse others – The Lord will judge harshly – and God’s glory will be seen in the whole world!! 
Hab 2:15 - Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, so that he can gaze on their naked bodies! (drinking to pick up and have sex) 16 You will be filled with shame instead of glory. Now it is your turn! Drink and let your nakedness be exposed! (drink up your secretes are out) The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming around to you, and disgrace will cover your glory. 17 The violence you have done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, and your destruction of animals will terrify you. For you have shed human blood; you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them. 18 “Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman? Or an image that teaches lies? (they can’t save you now) For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation; he makes idols that cannot speak.
Woes to the Perverted Party people - The shame you lack will bring you disgrace and judgment   
Hab 2:19 Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ Can it give guidance? It is covered with gold and silver; there is no breath in it.”
Woe to those worship anything over me - (a trust in stuff).

The things you chase and bow to are dead… the real Lord is coming, and they cannot save you. 
My word is good, they will get what’s coming (It will be legend - wait for it - dary) This applies to those who think they are living without consequence. God will not be mocked “wait till your Father gets home”
Back to - Habakkuk 2:4 - "See, (Babylon) is puffed up; his desires are not upright - but the righteous will live by his faith.
What many people consider to be the key verse in all of the Habakkuk – and the entire Bible (3X in the NT) 
How will they live? No matter what – live by faith
* Woe filled people - live for themselves – puffed up – and arrogant 
* Wow filled person – those who are mine, regardless of circumstances – what they see, experience, or feel… live by faith (they stand firm) 
When everyone else says, “Forsake God. He’s not comin thru”
The righteous do not live by what they see, but live by faith
THE DIP – Fill in the dip with FAITH
What God promises – He will do – though it may not be how we think 

Isaiah 55:8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
BUT - what happens when you’re living by faith, and you still don’t see what you believe God promised?  Three Words 
Never let go of these three words - we find it in the last verse of ch 2 - Hab 2:20 - But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.
· But the LORD
Habakkuk says, “God, I don’t understand this , and I may not like it… “But the Lord is in His holy temple.” God is still large and in charge
The LORD is still on the throne – king of all – the almighty – in control
When my mother died (but the Lord…) when my brother died of cancer (but the Lord) when I had cancer (but the Lord…), when we struggle fiannacially (but the Lord) God is good, faithful, in control
Daniel 3 - Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who said, “I don’t know. What will happen – God may deliver us or he may not – but we will not bow down.  Even if He does not show up – we will still trust in HIM.
The Lord is still on the throne
Habakkuk 2:20 - But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him. (left speechless – hold your tongue, silenced, hushed - put at peace) 

When you grasp an understanding of his power, position and mysterious purposes - we are left in silence and awe – Lit - What are you gonna say?
What do you do when you are in the dip? 
You stand – You listen – You remember – and You wait. And the face of that trial you walk and live by faith, because the Lord is still on the throne!   

Prayer for those who are in the waiting zone – praying and waiting – you have more questions than answers – call out His name – do the Habakkuk – embrace, and trust. 
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