HABAKKUK – Chayah! 
He was a musician - turned priest - turned prophet - 600BC. A conversation with God just before eminent attack. - weeping prophet 
God, I’m sick of sin, where are you? God tells him, “I’m Holy and going to clean house because they’re wicked - with people more wicked than them.” Hab - “I don’t like that - what’s plan B?” God says, “Trust me, I’m good” Facing a “God, I don’t understand” moment? This book speaks!
Explain - The dip is … use graph – (A ladder) 
· The Crises of Belief : CB / 3 options… reject reality / retreat / trust 
Ch 1 - wonder / Ch 2 – waiting / (when in the dip… be faithful, pray, listen, wait) After he spends time with God we get - Ch 3 – worship (he starts to climb out of the dip)
NT principle - James1:2 Consider it pure joy, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
· Habakkuk - name means “to embrace” or “to wrestle”
· Hold to God and wrestle with this today 

Habakkuk 3:1- A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. On shigionoth. (He is about to get shiggy with it - this chapter is a song - what Kind would lit be?) 3:2 O LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds; (I’ve heard about the miracles – heard what you can do – but never seen it myself – never saw a sea part / dead rise / water from rocks - what about right now?) O LORD, renew them in our day, (Hbw: Renew- chayah (khaw-yaw') Chayah! He started wrestling now it’s karate. Renew = revive, restore, bring back! Send revival!!!) in our time make them known; (bring your power and justice) in wrath remember mercy.
Ever been there? God I’ve seen you do it, I’ve heard of what you’ve done for others - but I don’t see it for me. Bring it back! Ever wish for that? I know what you can do, Chayah!  Illus - Daddy do it again 
Problem… “in wrath remember mercy.” With this justice that is coming – remember mercy!!  When God shows up so does justice and wrath - God have mercy when you show up = Jesus / cross
A Shift: He moves from singing to God - to singing about God

What follows is a song about the wrath and mercy of God
3 Things Hab does to climb out of the dip - we can apply 
1 – REMEMBERED (what God has done)
last week remember what God said (promised) / this week – remember what God did - His goodness / character/ faithfulness
Hab goes down memory lane: Notice how things trigger memories – smells –songs – roller skating – TV shows?

Hab looks at real events to trigger spiritual strength 
Habakkuk 3:3 (there was a time) God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah (3x in Hab - musical break – think about it - instrumentals) His glory covered the heavens and his praise filled the earth. 

Just the mention of that place, people knew… MT Paran is the place they went after they were led out of Egypt – where they received God’s word thru Moses - I know about how God led them out… remember that time?
Habakkuk 3:4 His splendor was like the sunrise; rays flashed from his hand, where his power was hidden. (I’ve read how You delivered them…) 5 Plague went before him; pestilence followed his steps. (the plagues God used in Egypt) 6 He stood, and shook the earth; he looked, and made the nations tremble. The ancient mountains crumbled and the age-old hills collapsed, but he marches on forever. (His ways are eternal.)
Apocalyptic language – traditional Jewish style of writing that uses dark imagery to describe power and fate – i.e. Revelation
Larger than life words that describe real events – hyperbole.  
V - 7-15 – Habakkuk sings of God’s Glory, power, might… 
7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, the dwellings of Midian in anguish. (this is believed to be about the Red Sea or the great Noah flood waters) 8 Were you angry with the rivers, Lord? Was your wrath against the streams? Did you rage against the sea when you rode your horses and your chariots to victory? (the waves were like horses crushing the earth) 9 You uncovered your bow, you called for many arrows. You split the earth with rivers; Selah (think about it) 10 the mountains saw you and writhed. Torrents of water swept by; the deep roared and lifted its waves on high. (God is in control of the powers of nature) 11 Sun and moon stood still in the heavens at the glint of your flying arrows, at the lightning of your flashing spear. (lightning) 12 In wrath you strode through the earth (in storms) and in anger you threshed (stomped on) the nations. 
Refers to God as a warrior on a horse with a bow drawn back!  God’s not a cute little sky fairy. All creation bends to Him. When He shows up we shake in fear of your greatness – it overwhelms the earth – Chayah!
The a great beauty of Habakkuk – a Jesus Sighting! 
Jesus shows up with Habakkuk – In the middle of declaring God’s holiness and wrath he cries out to the Messiah. 
(Looking at God’s deliverance from Egpyt – it points to Jesus) 13 You came out to deliver your people, (God came to us - Jesus’ birth) to save your anointed one. (Messiah - Jesus is the Anointed One. He was saved from the grave – alive! We are free!) You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, (Satan crushed) you stripped him (cut open) from head to foot. Selah! (take that) 14 With his own spear (arrows) you pierced his head when his warriors stormed out to scatter us, gloating as though about to devour the wretched (the poor) who were in hiding. (Satan’s defeat)
The Cross was Satan’s weapons against Jesus. With Satan’s own weapon (the cross) - Satan’s head was crushed (Genesis 3:15) In Habakkuk, Jesus is the Anointed One who embraces us - clings to us, the everlasting God, Holy God of our Salvation – the Savior 
Do you remember when God showed up in your life? God, Chayah! Do it again! Are you ready to climb out? Go back to who you know God is
· Crying out on my living room floor as a young adult 

I think of His provision – miracles – faithfulness in my life. 
When you don’t see Him remember who He is and what He has done… 
2 – ACCEPTED (what God is doing) 
This does not mean you accept it and quit praying – or deny reality… but rather embrace what God has said about it

Even if the answer is no – even if we don’t like it

Hab 3:15 You trampled the sea with your horses, churning the great waters. 16 I heard (what you told me about your decision) and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs trembled. (Knowing what you have done – and hearing what you say you will do – I realize it is going to be terrible and I’m terrified!) 
Hab was not in denial – he looked at in the face… “he’s scerd” - I may die - my family – my friends – but I accept it and know your up to something through it. 

Faithful followers die – are tortured – arrested – lose jobs – go hungry – In Acts when trouble came their prayers were… God, keep us bold - Acts 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.  (They then acknowledge that God orchestrated on purpose the suffering and crucifixion of Christ for us) 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 
They were not in denial – that accepted that God was doing something with it and trusted God was doing something then 
Hab – remembered – accepted and…
3 - TRUSTED (What God will do) - What He’s going to do
I’m frustrated / I complained / I listened / I remembered / I may not understand… But I will trust you. 

Hab 3:16b - I understand what you’re going to do – I don’t like it… 16b Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us. (I trust God will show justice in what is coming) 
17 Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, (this is more than just a bad day – if my life falls apart… if nothing goes right – loose my job – go hungry – get sick – future seems bleak – if nothing goes right…) 
18 …yet I will rejoice (triumph) in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  (Yeshua – God my Savior = the name of Jesus) 
This verse is possibly one of the greatest declarations of the bible.  Remember this is a song - It’s easy to sing during good times - Can you imagines singing this if you were him? 
Hab says – I will praise you for who you are not just what you do. 
I will praise you for what you have done – not just what you are doing? 
When he has no reason whatsoever physically or visibly

Tracing the dip - though my car dies / he leaves me / my kids break my heart / is never healed / lose my house… Yet, I will praise Him!
I pray you reach a Chap 3 kind of faith… When God is enough!
But you can’t get there unless you have a chap 1 kind of question – and a chap 2 kind of pain and waiting…
God does more in the valley than the mountain… it is in those times that God proves His power, goodness, grace, character, & faithfulness
We want to stay here… (Top of ladder) the mountain – but we won’t see and learn to trust God until we are here (Dip) 
If my food, job, family, success – all go away – I will sing to my Savior! 
If God never did anything else for you in your whole life except send Jesus as Savior to rescue us from our sin, would you still sing? 

You know - I have walked with Jesus through enough yesterdays – to trust Him with all of my tomorrows…  

How can he (we) do this???? Habakkuk 3:19 - The Sovereign LORD (almighty - large and in charger – ultimate control – God will work it out) is my strength; (military term – will fight for me) he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights. (lit – walk the rugged terrain – climb out of a ditch – ever seen a mt. goat and wonder how did that get up there?) 
Read verse again – walking up ladder
In trials, strife, suffering, hard circumstances, dark nights, loss, mourning, evil, sickness, injustice – when it piles up like a mountain – God makes my feet like a climber… and enables me to rise above - climb to new heights - and see what God sees…

What began frustrating ended trusting

· Chap 1 – wonder – in the trials of 

· Chap 2 – waiting – in the middle of 

· Chap 3 – worship – in spite of 

Roller coaster with Noel - Going up – laughing – fun - until you hit the dip – then you brace yourself - Hang on…  the ride with its drops and dips – was only fun …  as long as she was holding onto dad – Dad, let’s do it again…   My prayer is - Chayah! God, do it again!
Book ends with a footnote - 14b - For the director of music. On my stringed instruments.   Notice – on my… 
Hab is saying – this is my song – this is my walk with God – this is my cry to the messiah - can you sing it too? 
Prayer:

· Are in chap 1 / 2 / 3 ?
The book, like Nahum, is a great one for teaching about God. Look at the lessons: 

1. God does not always immediately answer, even his prophets  (1:2)

2. God's answers sometimes are unbelievable  (1:5)

3. God is from everlasting  (1:12)

4. God is the prophet's personal Holy One  (1:12)

5. God is the Rock  (1:12)

6. God is of purer eyes than to behold evil  (1:13)

7. God's glory shall be known in all the world  (2:14)

8. God is in His holy temple, let the earth keep silent  (2:20)

9. God comes to save His own  (3:3, 13)

10. The earth shall be full of His praise  (3:3)

11. He is powerful  (3:4-7)

12. He has anger  (3:8, 12)

13. He is sufficient by Himself  (3:17-18)

14. He is the prophet's strength  (3:19)
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