DIFFERENT wk 1 – Difference Makers
It seems like so much in life is changing. I'm glad things don't stay the same. Sometimes we want change, until we get it - my kids growing up 
But we are wired for movement - and if you are a Christian, you are designed for change and be different.
Today a new series about being different – a letter from a disciple who stumbled in his walk with Jesus - His name Peter
He walked with Jesus and on water - only to sink / said he would die for Jesus, yet ran and denied Him 3x during Jesus most urgent time / he was rebuked and corrected more than any disciple / openly questioned Jesus / was called both a rock and Satan by Jesus / in rage cut the ear off a soldier / struggled w/ prejudice… / and sat on his hands instead of telling the world 
Yet he saw miracles & wonders - he spoke to and was praised by Jesus more than any disciple - He knew and felt the struggle to be different.
After the resurrection He had a secret discussion and a public restoration with Jesus / he preached the 1st sermon and went on to lead the early church. He is the second most mentioned name in the NT – after Jesus. His apostleship was never questioned. 

1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ... (messenger of Jesus, sent on a mission. If a church got this, it was regarded as extremely important) To God’s elect, (Christians, those God chose to be His. Salvation is a God thing) exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, (he starts off by saying – know and remember this…) 
1. You have a Different Citizenship

"exiles" (foreigners, pilgrims, aliens, strangers, sojourners temp residents) 

Those on the run for their life, as Emperor Nero attacks, tortures, skins alive, dismembered, uses are torches – Dark times! Late 60's AD. 
The letter is Peter's answer to, "What do we do now?"
His response is - remember you’re just passing through…
When you become a follower of Jesus - things will be different from that day forward. Because you are different.
They were on the run – spread out over what is today Turkey 

No matter where you are now - Jesus can take you to the next step 
Their situation is devastating- future was unknown- life turned upside down. But God knows and God has a next - no matter where you are.
Peter uses in this letter phrases like - "sojourners, pilgrims, exiles, wanderers, aliens" - people who are in movement...  

Peter says - hey you on the run - God has something for you. 

(then he gives a greeting that declares the wonder of God) 1 ... To God’s elect...  2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, (omniscient all powerful) through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, (process of looking more like God as HS works) to be obedient to Jesus Christ (Son) and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. (the Trinity) 
· The Father who holds all things together – chose us  
· The Spirit who - at work in us
· The Son who shed his blood to - save us
To see real change in your life – we need to understand these
Difference Makers – To receive attain a new citizenship. 
2. You need to a Different Faith

We need to know the real LORD God of the Bible - no one like our God
Peter affirms - the mystery and power of God's greatness right upfront. 

God is in charge / God is at work in you / God is saving lives

Inside each one of us is a dark longing for counterfeit gods. 
It’s actually quite startling how quickly we can attempt to deify that which bears no resemblance to God whatsoever.  
Money, work, hobbies, sports, activities, school, relationships compete for allegiance. Although there’s competition for our life, there is only one God - and there is no one like Him. 
There is one all-powerful almighty LORD God of all - and He expects total allegiance to him alone – not to family, religion, country, race, etc.
For some of you, it is time to seek the true & living God intensely! 
Start reading the Bible, praying, come ready to worship, take notes, plug into small groups and bible studies - be consistent each week, growing tender towards God and open to the next steps God has…
This change begins with knowing the immensity of God 

To know that there is an all-powerful Father to answer to

To respond the conviction and work of the Holy Spirit

To surrender to the grace and Lordship of Jesus. 

3. You have a Different Reflection - need to know who you are in Christ 
What God says about us - matter more than what the world says
1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.   *** Let’s break it down!
1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! (When Peter considered his own salvation all he could do was praise!) In his great mercy (It’s all about God’s mercy! The Cross is mercy! THANK YOU GOD – it is only by your mercy!) He has given us new birth… 
· In Christ you are a new person - as a Christian, you’re not who you used to be - you’re new! Your current life is different than before
Paul says it this way - 2 Cor 5:17 - if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. (because of Jesus, when you look in the mirror you see a diff person)
…into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
· In Christ you have a new future - Your eternity is greater than anything this world can offer- this changes the way you look at life.

This life is like a candle – that lights, flickers, fades, and dies out – but not our hope!!! This living hope is imperishable! Never ends!
Because Jesus is alive – I am alive and have a living future hope!!!

This changes what we value and desire. HOPE = expectation! 

I have a future - I’m not stumbling thru life – I have a purpose!!!
4 …and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
· In Christ you have a new reward - this makes the riches & pursuits of this world worthless in comparison. This changes your pursuits!
Because of that – I understand I was made for something greater – my life has greater meaning! What I do here matters!
(speaking to Christians) 5 who through faith (in Christ) are shielded (protected and guarded) by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. (God’s got you!) 
· In Christ you have a new promise – Jesus says - I will not forget you - you will never be alone. I will care for you and I will rescue you. This changes the outlook we have about trials and hardships 
Maybe you need a new life, new future, new direction, you feel alone, Jesus is your - Difference Maker!
In Christ - we have diff values – diff priorities – diff as a person – diff in how we spend our money… we are diff as a mom, dad, friend! 
Why? Because we see God and our reflection – clearly. 
1 Peter 1:6 In all this you greatly rejoice, (what is the in this- in your trials) though now for a little while (remember in your next trial – it is brief) you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. (for them it meant - violent persecution, and death simply because they were Christians) 7 These (trials) have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
If there is genuine faith – there must be a false faith. 

Reality - there is a difference between true faith and false faith in Jesus
In the US it is easy to be a “Christian”. Many call themselves one (maybe even you) – but they are not at all. It is a false faith. 

· Inherited Faith – family / tradition / supposed to do / raised in church / always been - only to realize later that you never bought in
· Shallow Faith – feelings based - emotional - not deep enough to survive storms & cares of this world - sidetracked and distracted by other things.  Feelings fade and so will you
· Conditional Faith – as long as life is good, I’m in – self based. 
I thought my life would be better and trouble free. But it’s not. 
Following God is rarely easy - most often its risk filled and difficult. It’s uncomfortable and met w/ opposition.

Peter started out saying you have a Different Citizenship – because of our Different Faith we have a Different Reflection and now… 
4. We have a - Different Response

This change brings a different perspective of our struggles.
1 Peter 1:7 These (trials) have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith - of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
· the next trial – will be brief 

· the next trial – will reveal the real you - it will surface

** Trials reveal your faith 
The real you surface when trials come when the fire is turned up - those who are really His do not walk away – they respond differently. 

** A faith that has been tested, is a faith that be trusted.

Like a refiner’s fire – it purifies and strengthens your faith. 

(squeeze toothpaste)
Peter failed, flopped, folded, struggled, stumbled, and slipped up – but he never gave up. His faith was genuine. He faced persecution and never quit – it was legit.
How did Peter go from an angry self-centered arrogant bigoted man to a humble broken servant and powerful leader- the fire. 
(Life Teams - Luke 22:31-32, James 1:2-4, Acts 2 – peters sermon) 
God can do the same w/ you – he will never waist a hurt.  

** Trial are meant to draw us closer to God - not away
That struggle is humbling and breaking – we learn reliance on Christ! 

1 Peter 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him (remember he is writing to people on the run – family members burned alive) and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, (joy beyond words)

We may not see him…  but we see this struggle differently.
I see Jesus is with me in the middle of it all! And I love him – and I believe in him - and I have a joy glorious & inexpressible!
5. This different response brings about a Different Joy!

A joy that can only come from heaven – joy that can not be explained or expressed! Beyond explanation and understanding… WHY?

Because I know who the almighty God is, and I know who I am in Christ, and I know I’m just passing thru! It’s different for me. 
Look what he says next – why so much joy?  9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
I have joy because I see salvation, now and one day. I see the cross!!!

This is all about the gospel – Jesus did not come to save us from our struggles, he came to save us from our sin!
God never said you would not have troubles, heartache, physical pain, lay-offs, financial woes, or crazy co-workers… in fact just the opposite.

John 16:33 I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I’ve overcome the world.

Truth is - Following Jesus does not shield us from trials

You will have good days - bad days – even some terrible days
But GOOD NEWS – Jesus says, I have overcome the world! I have come to save your troubled soul – that is the best news of all time. And when I come back – I will save you from your troubled lives! 
And you when you understand this – you will know what it means to be filled with a glorious, inexpressible joy!
I want to end with this part again - 1 Peter 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
What that passage means is this – 
Our faith is not in what we see – our faith is in who God is!
God loves you so much – he brought you here to let you know that trial you’re in, can lead you to the face God.
If you’re hurting – He is here – and there is hope!
Prayer
God help us understand that we have a Different Citizenship because of our Different Faith which gives us a Different Reflection, and this brings about a Different Joy!
Some of you are ready to be honest – you do not have a genuine faith – but today you recognize you need Christ – today is your day – you are ready for things to be different. 

If that is you and you want genuine faith – raise your hand

