DIFFERENT wk 3 – Wake up!!
Wired for movement, and in Christian, designed to be different
Letter written by a disciple who stumbled and struggled to be different: Peter - He openly questioned Jesus / called both a rock and Satan by Jesus / let anger control his actions / sat on his hands instead of telling the world / struggled w/ prejudice… Yet became one praised by and spoke to by Jesus more than any other disciple. 
He went from an angry self-centered arrogant bigoted man to a humble broken servant of Christ and a powerful leader. 
(Life Teams - Luke 22:31-32, James 1:2-4)
1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle (messenger) of Jesus Christ. To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout… (exile, foreigners, pilgrims, aliens, strangers, sojourner)
In Christ you have - Different Citizenship - thread throughout 1 Peter… 
Paul says - remember you’re just passing through… “Just visiting”

Chapter 1 is a powerful declaration of thankfulness to God!! Where we left off last week - 1 Peter 1:10 Concerning this salvation, (in Christ Jesus) the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care,
The message of Jesus was not a new novelty. Prophets for thousands of years talked about it. Jesus = a fulfilled promise!
OT spoke of, pointed to, and prepared for - pointing sign! Diff people stand & point -  the NT is the arrival
prophets were - 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. (prophets were looking for the day of the messiah) 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, (they knew it was for another generation - Peter was saying we saw it in our lifetime) when they spoke of the things (prophetically) that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. (we now know the who and the when – Jesus!) Even angels long to look into these things.
· Know this - God knows what He is doing!
God has not made a mistake His ways are not like ours
His plans are unfolding – we are cast members in his story. 
"Even angels long to look into these things."
· Know this - Heaven is watching!
The unfolding of God's plan is something even the angels are watching. They are not all knowing - only the LORD God is.
1 Cor 4:9 For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings.  (Eph 3:10-11, 1 Tim 3:16, Luke 15:7,10)
Angels are real – messengers and servants of God – they watch in amazement and grow in their understanding. 
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, (those who died in Christ and angelic beings) let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. (snares / traps) And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 
All of heaven is watching and cheering you on! 
Those in Christ gone before you! Mom’s, dad’s, grandma, grandpa, children, bro, sis, friends - You have this!!!! We are watching!! God is with you – Run! Throw off the chains 

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. (What are your eyes on?) For the joy set before him he endured the cross, (you were the joy he saw!) scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

The prophets prepared the way, all of heaven is cheering you on – and God is empowering you… you got this!!!
1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober…
Wake up – get it together! Alarm clock tell us - time to get up!! Get your head in the game! Clear your head – sober thinking! 
Wake up! Be alert, take seriously (“gird up the loins of your mind”) Get rid of sloppy, loose thinking, get ready for action!
1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.
In Christ you have - Different Thinking
Wake up, be aware, and take seriously – 2 Things

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober… 14 As obedient children (to God the Father) do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. (Evil unhealthy desires = old habits) 
· Realize - Your flesh and old habits are at work against you 

If you are a Christian - How many of you have done some pretty dumb things before Jesus? Are you still? 
Wake up! Be aware your flesh is chasing you. Know your weaknesses (diff for each of us) your flesh is against you! Those desires will try to pull at you!!! WAKE UP! Don’t go back – you think different now!
Wake up, be aware and take seriously – 2nd Thing in later in the letter...
1 Peter 5:8 (he says it again) Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.
· Realize - The devil is a real enemy that is at work against you
Be mature and hear this – be ready – prepare yourself… Satan works to persuade, deceive, and distract you and your family!

He is real and he is looking to devour you – like an antelope separate from the pack – he will attack the lonely and weak
The flesh and Satan – exhausting! Peter says take rest in this… 1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on (rest your hope on – settle on this) the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.
The hope we have that keeps our head on straight is – Jesus.  His return will bring an end to struggle. This won’t last forever!

Until then stop hitting the snooze - Wake up! Realize, and take seriously - recognize those 2 Foes: Satan and your flesh (your desires) - Both are at war w/ you. 
Then Peter says something that seems impossible - 1 Peter 1:15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”  (HOLY?? How can we be Holy like God? We will never be Holy like God. Jesus even said so. What is Peter saying here?) 
Meaning - Holy = set apart sacred - different. Be separate as I am separate - this is a different way of thinking and doing life!
In Christ you are in a - Different Position - with God and the world!
God is apart and separate (HOLY) from his creation, in His nature & attributes. But instead of building a wall around himself, He invites us (in Jesus) to come and share in His apartness (holiness)
We are positioned by God into a new place with Him - (move)
As ones made holy - we are set apart for his purposes. That process is called sanctification. The move of our actions.
1 Peter 1:17 Since you call on (pray to and know) a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, (each give account before God) live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear.
As a kid; be on your best behavior - act a fool, when you get home, dad will deal w/ you. You will have to answer to Dad.
In Christ you have been called to Different Actions – to live differently
As someone who is a guest passing through (foreigners) remember to walk with humility and reverence - before a Holy God who we will give an account to… be different – be better than yourself (next week) 
“Be Holy as I am Holy”– means a Different Position and Different actions 

Being a Christian is not a ticket to live like hell. 

You are made Holy when you follow Jesus - now be Holy
1 Peter 1:18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
In Christ you have - Different Ownership
We are positioned by God and a possession of God.
Who wants a donut? Sugar break
New Ownership means – you were bought!
1 Peter 1:18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed… (bought not with a purse or possessions) 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
Redeemed in the ancients was a ransom – a slave term. Bought by new owner and freed – to work in a new service. 
This purchase is unique: Silver & gold can’t save you, possessions can’t save you, people can’t save you, positive thinking can’t save you, meditation, achievements, trips, good deeds can’t save you. 
Gal 3:13 Christ bought (redeemed) us with His blood and made us free
The cross was a purchase – an exchange of payment – 
We are the blood bought – bought by blood of the lamb! 
New ownership means - you are claimed 
As one who is bought – I am wanted and considered a treasure 

Who wants a donut – Lick & touch donuts – mine mine mine mine – who wants them now? In Christ you are HIS!
New ownership means - you have a new boss 
Ever eat someplace with bad service, then see a sign - New ownership! You expect things to be different! Same with you.
1 Cor 6:20 - you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies.
A new boss has new way of doing things. Jesus says, your body is mine, honor me with it – actions, attitudes & choices. 
Peter references an empty way of life passed down - 1 Peter 1:18 …you were redeemed (bought) from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors…
So many try to fill the emptiness with:

· Physical things – Material possessions and securities

· Emotional things – people and relationships / achievements 

They will only leave you feeling empty! The hole in our soul can only be filled by the precious blood of the lamb!
** Know this - No matter what was passed down to you in this life - Jesus redeems, restores, and remakes it
Your life & past - that abuse, negative heritage, addiction, anger, darkness, that … whatever was passed down – Jesus redeems!!!
We are bought - 19 …but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
No greater price ever paid for anything or anybody. Precious is that blood that flowed! Salvation is a gift freely given but it was not freely purchased! It cost like nothing else – it was not cheap!
Jesus the sinless, spotless, perfect in every way – lamb of God. God himself in the flesh! Poured out his precious priceless blood. 
This cost shows his great love for you! If you ever start to doubt his love – remember the blood!
1 Peter 1:20 He (Jesus) was chosen before the creation of the world, (the cross was in place before God said – let there be light) but was revealed in these last times for your sake. (he bought you long ago) 
· I’ll say this again - God Almighty knows what He is doing
They first saw that cross as defeat – as a loss… it was VICTORY!

God knows what he is doing with you. You may not see it now or understand it – But God knows what He is doing! 

21 Through him (Jesus) you believe in God, who raised him from the dead (someone say Jesus is alive!) and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
We have a - Different Hope

Our hope is not in the things we see, do, have, acquire, dream, or wish for - our hope is in the LORD JESUS! 
Hope for our body, hope in death. But how do we know it’s true? Because the tomb is empty. Jesus is alive!!
This world has nothing that last for us - If we can get this in our head - we will live un-tethered to this world. Pursuing - ready to follow Jesus. 
But we often set our eyes on what is in front of us. What are you chasing? Why are you chasing it? Jesus is calling us to get a clear perspective of what is important.
1 Peter 1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 

Because you receive the truth of salvation in Christ - and understand we are just passing thru – we have a different way of looking at not only ourselves – but also at people. 
In Christ We have a - Different Love
…you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 

Not a superficial - face smile love – but real care and concern 
1 Peter 1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. (Is this really possible? To love those who hate and hurt you? Yes – how?) 23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
Peter says such love is only possible by those who are born-again by the eternal Word of God – the truth of Jesus.

Love is the first sign of surrender to Christ. – the New Spirit in us!
Holy living is incomplete if it is not accompanied by love. To be a true follower of Jesus - is to love others deeply.  A life of Love is the family resemblance – of the Father. Do you look like your dad?
Love characterizes Christ in us - it is the mark of a Christian

Jesus said, “By this will all men know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35)

To be moved by the hurt, confused, and wandering 

To be motivated by the hungry, abused, and forgotten

To be drawn to the rejected, repelled, and repulsed

To be compelled to stand up for those who are attacked

At work - school - neighborhood - world - is deep love.
24 For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory (possessions and achievements) is like the flowers of the field; the grass (people) withers and the flowers (our stuff) fall, 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you.  (The gospel)
Life is short. What you see will pass away, only the truth of Jesus will remain - preach it, share it, live it, love because of it! 
I want to end by going back to a verse – 1 Peter 1:18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed… 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
