DIFFERENT wk 4 – Are you Hungry?
I wonder how many times he went over that night – over and over… He blew it – he ran. He denied Jesus. Now 50 days later he stands in front of thousands and the Spirit of God is moving… 
A letter written by a disciple who stumbled & struggled to be different
Rebuked by Jesus more than any and praised by Jesus more than any 
Peter - went from an angry self-centered arrogant bigot man to a humble broken servant of Christ and powerful leader.
Written to Christians on the run - 1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle (messenger) of Jesus Christ. To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout… (exiles, foreigners, pilgrims, aliens, strangers, sojourners, travelers)  
Different Citizenship - A common thread throughout 1 Peter… 
Paul says - remember you’re just passing through – more later
Chances are - that whatever God calls you to do it will not be done like how the world does things - it will be different – you will be different!

How you work, study, what you pursue, it will not make sense to the world - but you are different.

So far, Peter tells us in Jesus we have diff ownership, diff position, diff life, diff hope, diff joy, diff way of thinking – we are different!
We left off at - 1 Peter 1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth (submitting to the of the gospel of Jesus) so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.
Since you submitted to the truth and have salvation, we have a different way of looking at not only ourselves, but also others 

In Christ We have a - Different Love
Those two words for love are actually two different words - ...you have sincere love (phileo, brotherly affection, feelings based) for each other, love one another deeply, (agape, action love, not feelings) from the heart.
He says because of Jesus you like each other (Phileo) - But now, time to go deeper and discover heart felt love (Agape). 
“From the heart” = deep inside.  Not a superficial, fake smile – but real care and concern – a love that results in action. Digging deep. 

Honestly sometimes I feel too tired to love. But – agape is not an emotion or feeling – it is a choice. Like when your baby cries at night – you don’t feel like getting up, but you do = love
Is it really possible to love everyone?
Can we really deeply love those who hate and hurt you? Yes – how?
1 Peter 1:23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring (abiding) word of God. (= Jesus) 
I was born once as a by-product of my dad & mom. From each receiving 23 chromosomes, I am a unique composite of both. But that is a corruptible seed - I'm gradually eroding away. Born once of corruptible seed. Thru Jesus I've been born again of incorruptible seed. This new life will last forever. Born again??? John 3:3 Born physically / born spiritually  
What about love - Can we really deeply love those who hate / hurt you?
We can because… 1 Peter 1:23 For you have been born again…
Loving our enemies is the result of knowing the one who loved us when were his enemies - Ro 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: that while we were still sinners, (offenders of God) Christ died for us. (Ro 5:10 when we were his enemies, he died for us.) 
When you know supernatural love, you give supernatural love.
· Love is the first fruit of surrender to Christ – a new Spirit in us!
Peter says loving others deeply is only possible by those who are born-again by the eternal Word of God – Jesus.
· Love and Holiness are two side to the same coin. Love / Obedience

Holy living is incomplete if it is not accompanied by love. To be a follower of Jesus - is to love others deeply. And love is incomplete without living in obedience to the Holiness of God.
We often flip a coin on what we want to walk out.  

Obeying he truth - John 14:21 Whoever has My commandments and obeys them is the one who loves Me. The one who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and reveal Myself to him."  (John 14:23, 15:10, 1 John 2:3, 5:3, 
Obedience is a byproduct of Christ in us - a mark to ourselves
** Notice the more we obey what we know the more we receive 

Sincere Love - John 13:35 - Jesus said, “By this will all men know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
Love characterizes Christ in us – a mark of a Christian to the world 

Do you look like dad? A life of Love is the family resemblance – of the Father.  You have his eyes… the way you see others. God open our spiritual eyes to see others that way you do!
To Love deeply and sincerity is… 

To be moved by the hurt, confused, and wandering 

To be motivated by the hungry, abused, and forgotten

To be drawn to the rejected, repelled, and repulsed

To be compelled to stand up for those who are attacked

At work - school - neighborhood - world – this is deep love.
1 Peter 1:24 For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory (possessions and achievements) is like the flowers of the field; the grass (people) withers and the flowers (our stuff) fall, 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you.  (The gospel of Jesus - remains)
There are things that are lasting and things that are passing.

Sun gives off 1,200,000 tons of mass every second. But gradually wearing down; losing 5.5 mill metric tons of mass every second, or 174 trill tons of mass every year. It will one day flicker and die.

Jesus said, "Heaven (the universe) and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away" (Matt 24:35).  It is the word preached to you that lasts forever!
Peter - life is short. What we see passes away, only the truth of Jesus remains; preach it, share it, live it, love because of it
Peter now mentions the flip side of that coin – love and obedience 
1 Peter 2:1 Therefore, (in light of our salvation, God’s faithful word, and this new love we have) rid yourselves of (drop it like an earthquake – put it away!) all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
This verse speaks about repentance. Repent = a turning from, a change of mind that results in a change of action.
(Ephesians 4:22-24, Colossians 3:8-10, Hebrews 12:1)
Know this – the grace, mercy, and forgiveness of Jesus is profoundly amazing. We cannot live long enough to expound on the glory of God’s love and mercy. We cannot over emphasize it. 

But it does not and will never make sin safe!! 
God’s grace doesn’t cancel out the consequences. A foothold of the enemy can destroy your life. Don’t be surprised. 
God is gracious! But - God is not a golden retriever that wags his tail no matter what we do. God is the lion of Judah. We’re scared of lions. We don’t play with them. We need to take holiness seriously. 
Peter says - Get rid of it!! Cast it off!! This is not a suggestion!  Does not mean when you get a chance, put it away. Do it now!
1 Peter 2:1Therefore, rid yourselves of… (get rid of!) 
…all malice (speaking in a way that wants bad to happen to others / speak ill will to others, general wicked disposition) 
...and all deceit, (insincerity, deceptive motives, treacherous, lying, exaggerated truth, baiting people, luring like a hook to cause pain) 
…hypocrisy, (saying one thing - and doing another, not keeping your word, play-acting, fake, phony, lit. someone under a mask) 
…envy, (resentfully wanting what another has, glad about the misfortune of others, never satisfied with what you have) 
…and slander of every kind. (intentional damage to another's character or reputation, back-biting, defaming, tear down another)
Those 5 sins Peter lists are examples of 2 changes big changes that follow the born again - because of the new Spirit in you!
In Christ we have - Different Speech
Negative, hurtful, hateful, divisive, deceptive words, perverted, aggressive, foul words. Shake them off – get rid of them – no more.
Hip cussing Christians- “Cussing is just words” – try that with a child or spouse. Words can hurt and cut deep. 
Matthew 12:34 For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
Prov 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.
Prov 10:11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence.
James 3 (tongue is a rudder that steerS, fire that can destroy, or a force for life)
3:9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and saltwater flow from the same spring? 
Hundreds of verses about our words. Hundreds!! 

Words are powerful and reflect what is in the heart. Peter says grow up and rid yourself of negative, hateful, hurtful speech!
We are to have loving, hopeful, encouraging, beautiful words that build others up! (1 Cor 14:3, Eph 4:28-29, Pro 12:13-13:3) 
In Christ we have - Different Attitude
We celebrate other’s blessings without ulterior motives, or fakeness - without feeling upset that it’s not happening to you.
We truly see joy in another’s joy – without self-entitlement and jealously or bitterness.

When these things start appearing from your life, you are growing up! Negative speech and attitudes are sign you are a spiritual infant!
Another change that follows the born again -  1 Peter 2:1 Rid yourself of… (stinkin’ thinknin’, negative speech, and attitudes - and in place) 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up (say - grow up) in your salvation, (Like a baby needs milk – we need God’s word to grow) 
Notice that our words and attitudes are connected to our cravings. Get rid of the stinkin’ thinkin’ - and you’ll get hungry.
In Christ we have - Different desires
Submission to Jesus produces a desire for spiritual food. 
“Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk…” (not be confused w/ Paul’s challenge to grow beyond milk – Peter is simply saying carve what is healthy for you – God’s Word) 
A healthy baby instinctively has a craving for its mothers’ milk. When things are right - you don’t have to make a baby want to eat. Are you hungry? Do you crave spiritual milk? 
I think of - Psalm 42:1 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?
That craving and longing for more is a deep desire that moves us to crave what God has for us – we are drawn to it.
Do you have an appetite for God word? What are you craving?
What are you hungry for? 

1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up (everybody say - grow up.) in your salvation…
· It is time to grow up – in your salvation
Grow Up - some of you have been a baby Christian for too long. So many people never get past the baby stage 
As a pastor one of the more frustrating things is that people love information and hate application. They want to learn and be inspired, entertain, laugh, and cry – but few are willing to apply it. 

Like eating and throwing it up before you can digest it. 
We have people with spiritual eating disorders in this room. 
Some of you have been here and still not plugged in, connected to a small group, serving, or give – you just come and eat, and don’t apply it. That is immaturity. Peter says (and I) grow up! Apply it!
kids are prone to be… emotional, insecure, and gullible. 

As you grow spirituality you will grow up in the areas of
* Emotionally – no longer tossed around by your feelings, prone to meltdowns, needs good vibes and good times to be joyful  
* Insecurity – take everything personal, worried relationally, need constant affirmation, fear of missing out
* Gullibility – believes everything, easily tricked, and led astray, as you grow in the truth you will be less likely to be lead off course. 
Know this, about growing up -  

· What God has for you next will mess with your now
You can't move forward and stand still- the next will cost you your now
If you want to see change – it is time to change some things 

2009 myGoogle Fender phone was awesome. What I thought was the now - quickly became out of date... I had to let it go. No matter how cool it looked. I still love that phone… some of you have to let go of the old life to live in the new life. This is growing up 
Growing up is a result of daily choices – and for some of you your daily choices keep you stuck in a slump and stupor. 
It is time to get hungry! The more you submit to God’s word and walk in his love = the hungrier we get.
Spiritual growth is simply - daily

Putting Christ first – and - Putting others first
1 Peter 2: 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. (personally, experienced the goodness of God)
That diff Love / diff Speech / diff Attitude – follows those that personally have experienced the goodness of God. 

I want to offer you to taste of God – experience Him for yourself.
He is so good. You won’t be disappointed. Your life will be different. Why are you so afraid? 
