Christmas Lights
Light Candle - All kinds of lights - Flashing lights (train) / Stop light / yellow Light (go) / police lights (running) / flashlight (boy scouts) / lamp light (home) / candle light (romance) / Christmas lights (kids / food / coffee / snow / climbing on roof) / what do you love about CL

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (Jesus is the light… what does that mean?)
The light of the world, Jesus – the original Christmas light!

The True Christmas Light:
John 1:1 In the beginning (eternal beginning) was the Word, (Very audible and written word of God in the flesh) and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (Jesus is and has been God all along) 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. (Before the earth / planets / space / matter / time itself - there was Jesus - co-equal, co-eternal, co-existent – God) 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. (the visible “let there be light” in the flesh) 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  -  9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God 13 children born not of natural descent, (family deal) nor of human decision (self deal) or a husband’s will, (human relationship deal) but born of God. (but a God deal) 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Last week we focused on vs 10-14 - this week verses 4-9
· God is the light – what does that mean?
1 John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.

What that means: God is Holy - good - righteous – pure!
Deut 32:4 - He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.
What that means: God is invisible - Light is invisible (illustrate) 
1 Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
If God is invisible and Holy - This poses an issue…If we can't see him and get close - how can we know him? Here is how? 
John 1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, (the world) and the darkness has not overcome it. / 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.
· The light of Life became man

God the invisible light became visible. 
He walked our path, breathed our air, wore our shoes, lived our life. He became one of us without ceasing to be himself. The very air He created - He breathed.
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
God pitched a tent - tabernacle in the flesh - presence of God in the flesh. If I wanted to be close to you, I might pitch a tent in your back yard. We can't get to God, so pitched a tent near us!
Matthew quoting Isaiah 7:14 describes the angels appearance to Joseph – Matthew 1:21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel" (which means, God with us). 

That is Christmas! Turn the Lights on! God is here with us!
· Jesus the Light is the fullness of God 

In Jesus everything you want to know about God is revealed.

Only thru Jesus can you know the glory and goodness of God. 

Jesus is God for dummies. 
John 1:16 Out of his (Jesus) fullness we have all received grace (salvation) in place of grace already given. (the Law) 17 For the law was given through Moses; (an awareness of sin, failings, and need) grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (Jesus is not only the truth of our need but also the remedy)
*** We have been given grace upon Grace! 
The Law is the light shined on our lives (God is Holy, we are sinners, the law can only condemn) Jesus is that word and light made flesh! The light that shines light on God’s grace.
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, (bosom / deepest depths) has made him known. (though the father is Spirit & invisible, God is revealed!) 
God has gone beyond parchment paper and philosophy - He pitched a tent in our backyard - When you watch Jesus in action, you watch God!
You don't have to wonder if a baby is in the womb of a mother 8 wks pregnant - we have sonogram & 3D images - you know because you can see him - so it is with God you do not have to wonder if God is really there – He was seen in 3D - JESUS!

Colossians 1:15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. (position not order) 16 For in him all things (say - all) were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things (all) have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, (all) and in him all things (all) hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, (his resurrection our hope) so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness (all) dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, (all) whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
Jesus was not created or made. He is the creator, maker of all things – the same yesterday day and forever - he did not leave the Godhead or become less than himself (he sustains all things) 
Light became flesh / invisible became visible / the mystery revealed. Merry Christmas turn the lights on! God wants to be seen & known
Merry Christmas turn the lights on! God can be seen and know!
· Jesus is the omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent God almighty come to earth – the light has come!!!

Phil 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped (did not cling to it and abuse it), 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!  (even in death he was in control) 

Jesus is not a man filled with God – only God not a man – a man who knew God / or a man filled with God.
Hebrews 1:3a - The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.
· Jesus Christ is Fully God / Fully man – this is central and essential to knowing and growing with God – Christmas is the incarnation
The creator & sustainer of the universe - breathing, growing, tempted, dying – resurrecting! We can’t miss this – on Christmas the light showed up. For you to know him!
It is with that that Jesus says - John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
Three Things about Light

1. Light Invades Darkness

He came as the light into a dark world of chaos – a world filled with sick people / sinful people / and enemies of God

Just before Jesus says, "I am the light" John 8:1-11 woman is caught in adultery (explain story) Jesus steps into the darkness of that moment - invades her life.

The NT is all about how God in Christ, steps into our dark lives
Jesus did not come for the well - but for the sick - This world is broken - Christmas is a heavenly invasion of the Darkness!
When you think of God what comes to mind? Judge, condemning, yelling? Jesus came not to condemn but to invade the dark and rescue
John 3:17 For God did not send his Son (in the flesh) into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
Flashlight - we think the light (God) shines a light in our face to judge us. “Look at you, you're nasty... look what you did!” Yes - When the light shines, darkness flees, and what is in secret is exposed; but it is not to condemn us but to bring to light our need for him. (greed / gossip / anger / lust / addiction) Can you see your own darkness? Jesus is not afraid to deal with your dirty issues. 

Jesus shines his light to convict and show his life, love and hope in our darkness.
2. Light pushes back the darkness
John 8:1-11 - After Jesus said, “he who is without sin cast the first stone” he said - "Where are they?” - they dispersed – the darkness runs!
After that event - When Jesus spoke again he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness... (Jo 8:12)
He came not only to forgive you, but to give you - a new life... 
he told that woman - "Go and sin no more" "leave you life of sin" 

I came to give you a new life - a different life - I am the light of the world! I don't just invade the dark - I push it back!

When I lit this candle wick, the candle began to be consumed - it melts and spreads out – it’s created to burn - to shine - but the only way it will ever give off light is if it is consumed. The greater the light, the more it must be consumed. When Jesus truly invades your life - he must consume you, if you are to shine! 

(Heb 12:29) God is a consuming Fire.
His light in us is to consume and change you day by day
Paul's conversion - Acts 26:17 'I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’- 
That is what the light does – the Almighty incarnate God in us - changes our life and to be a light to those around us!
Like this scented candle – as God consumes us, our life to give a sweet aroma at work, school, neighborhood
I gave my life to Jesus when I was 13 - Jesus has been consuming me and burning away the darkness in my life and still is... every year - every day - Jesus is pushing back the darkness in my life.
John 8:12b “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
3. Light brings life!
In school we're taught without the sun there would be no life on earth. It provides the basis of life for us - without it we would all perish

Just as the SUN is necessary for physical life - so is the SON for spiritual life - You won’t know true life - without Jesus
You see - Ultimately Christmas is both a problem and a promise

The problem is massive - but the solution is magnificent

And so complex and unique, that only God could orchestrate it  

What is the problem? SIN - We caused a problem of SIN 
It is hard for many to accept - you have a serious problem

Romans 3:23 …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...

What is the promise? Is a magnificent solution = SALVATION
Christmas reminds us we have a problem and we have been given the solution. The answer- a baby! a boy! God himself to the rescue - transforming us from sinners to sons & delinquents to daughters!
That’s Christmas - the promised solution has arrived – with life to give!
John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.
Christmas tells us there is an eternal existence that is real for all of us, but only eternal life for some of us. 

1 John 5:12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
Jesus the Light bring eternal Life
Some of you are alive but do not have life... so you spend your life looking for life (success, family, kids, education) but you never find life - still empty. Only he who has the Son - has life.
Who is that Baby, the One whose birth we celebrate? The true identity born to Mary that night in Bethlehem 2000 yrs ago?
** He the light of the world / creator of all things / very radiance of the glory of the Father / icon of the very nature of God / sustainer of all!

To the architect he is the chief cornerstone. / To the banker he is the hidden treasure. / baker he is the living bread. / builder he is the sure foundation. / doctor he is the great physician. / educator he is the master teacher. / farmer he is the Lord of the harvest. / florist he is the lily of the valley. / geologist he is the rock of ages.
He is the Word become flesh / The Lord of All – who became a servant /  / The Righteous One who was made to be our sin bearer / The Eternal One who tasted death / The Risen One who now lives! / The Reigning and one day returning King! That's who Jesus is... make no mistake... Jesus is the LIGHT of life! Somebody say Merry Christmas!
What is your darkness? Jesus desires to step into your darkness and shine the light on your need. Will you see the light or turn form it?

Typically, 1 of 5 gift cards every year are never used – that $972,000,000 of wasted money. That is true for the gospel. What will you do with him? What are you going to do with this today?
