Chazown! Football and Darts 
Fake being unprepared, scattered, & no plan – I guess I’ll wing it…

The truth is… most of us go through life like this…
What did you want to do when you were growing up? Are you doing it now? Real Q - what was God calling me to be?
Key thought - Everyone in life ends up somewhere, but 

few people end up somewhere on purpose
To find where we are to be going we must start with the end
God knows where He wants to end with you. 

Jeremiah 1:5 – “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born… I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”  Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

We usually end up wandering thru life. Throwing darts at whatever sticks. We need to tap into God’s purpose?
Show of hands: 5 Yrs from now, how many of you want to be:  *Farther from God than right now *Never witness or lead someone to Jesus? *Have no meaningful Christian friends *Have a struggling marriage *Have greater debt *Feel heavier & worse *never knowing God’s power
These things will happen without a vison for your life.
Pro 29:18 – Where there is no vision, the people perish (wander aimlessly) 
Hbw - Chazown (khaw-zone) = a revelation, vision, dream
Do you have a vision for your marriage, finances, family, health or do you stumble thru – just seeing what sticks?

Vision is like Football – every great quarterback understands the Zone. He throws where the player is supposed to be… The player must break through opposition & barriers - do whatever it takes to get in the Zone. Vision is about seeing God’s “Kazone” and placing yourself in it. 
The Seahawks – Greenbay game in the snow… vision issues 

“Without a chazown – people wander aimlessly
We must look at the end and what God says about it now…

Isaiah 46:10 - Declaring the end from the beginning, (he stars from the end) and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.  
· Everyone ends up somewhere, but few… 

We all have a chance to right our epitaph what will yours say? Guinness World Records: Most Cockroaches in mouth, Ken Edwards, 36 at one time. Another guy ate a 12” Pizza in 2 min. A guy from UK with the loudest burp. Elaine Davidson, most piercing on a woman over 6000 - 192 on her face alone. Longest ear hair - Radhakant Bajpai, over  6”. 1986 – a man sat in a tub of pork in beans for 2 days… over 100 hrs
“Without a chazown – people wander aimlessly…”
Exercise: Let’s rate last week’s service (1-10) was it successful?

· The music, the message, the people, your hair day, outfit… 

How did you define its success? Were you here? Did you follow thru?
· Now – rate last year (1-10)  **What is your rating based on?
We all want a successful life, but struggle to recognize a great week?  What does God say about success? 
 “Without a chazown – people wander aimlessly…”
2004 Olympic Rifle - Mathew Emmons - 50 meter 3 position set for Gold, all he had to do was hit the target. Slowed his heart rate, release - perfect bullseye. BUT hit the wrong target – from Gold to 8th because of one bad shot. How many of us are hitting the wrong target? 

Everyone in life ends up somewhere, 
but few people end up somewhere on purpose
God started at the end in a dream with Jospeh… Gen 37:5 One night Joseph had a dream and promptly reported the details to his brothers, causing them to hate him even more. (Some will not accept it) 6 “Listen to this dream,” he announced. 7 “We were out in the field tying up bundles of grain. My bundle stood up, and then your bundles all gathered around and bowed low before it!”
When you get in the ChaZone (From Joe’s life)
If you seek God with all your heart… Your relationship with God
Joe was a shepherd - hung out with the Lamb (Jesus)
1. God will give you vision – for your life 
Seeing people get a vision for their life, how it changes them…

Vision is seeing what has yet to happen or that can happen with God  
Joe’s brothers hated him for his vision, they beat him, sold him to a traveler – who sold him, then landed in prison.… but he knew what God showed him!

Proverbs 4:5 Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or swerve from them. 6 Do not forsake wisdom, and she (wisdom) will protect you; love her, and she will watch over you. 7 Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding.
Vision from God brings:  When you get a clear direction from God 
    *Focus – things become clear while other things get left behind
    *Endurance – you won’t give up, give in, or give away what you value

    *Peace – knowing you are right where you are supposed to be
2. God will work in you 

God will do in you what is necessary to prepare you for his purpose 
(Joe was misused, falsely accused – but held tight to God) Gen 39:2 – 2The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man… 3And his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made all he did to prosper in his hand. (God was preparing him (house servant – then a prison inmate)
God was working in him through all he went through – God was doing there what would not have been available elsewhere 
Everything he knew he learned in PPU. Pit & Prison University, also known as PU. Maybe you felt that way - like PU. God is preparing you.

As soon as God gives vision - God begin to prepare. 

Phil 2:13 - For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
Moses – shepherd – preparing him to shepherd people
David – the lion and bear – preparing him for Goliath

Peter – had to graduate from humility U – before he taught in Acts
You might feel like they’re a setback – but many times the setbacks are really set ups for God to work in you. 
When you get in the ChaZone! 

3. God will work through you
Joseph sent to prison for a crime he did not commit – his buddy is let out – tells his boss Joseph understands dreams… next thing you know… he is standing before pharoah… the famine and the plan…
At the time - Joe it might have seemed it was one step forward two steps back but God used all of that as a set up to save thousands 

4. God will give you clarity

There’ll come a day when it all clicks
(The famine – Joe was put in charge because he had a God given vision and solution - His brothers fearfully travel to Egpyt for food – they faced him…) Gen 50:20 - As far as I am concerned, God turned into good what you meant for evil. He brought me to this high position today so I could save the lives of many people.
By the end - Joseph finally understood the vision – the why. 
When you seek God and start to get in the Chazown - and stay faithful to what is right. You will eventually see why. 
No more telling me I am dry… I am scattered… confused… you don’t have to live that way…  Everyone ends up somewhere, but… 
Two barriers that break the connection – and try to take you down.
Psalm 24:3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? 4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god. 5 They will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God their Savior.
Two things that knock you out of the ZONE – out of the KAZONE!
1. Sin – sensitive word…  “He who has clean hands and a pure heart” - 
Gk – literally - missing the mark – (football Out of the Zone)
Noel as a kid brushing her teeth, comes right back out… Papa’s said he used to just lick the tube - Noel smiled… Ever do that – fake it? Some in our relationship w/God are faking it… we have sin in our life those around us do not know about… hide it… licking the tube
According to a national survey - 9 top sins America faces: 

9. Lying, If I asked you if that was you, you’d lie to me anyway. 8. Envy- 7. Sexual lust- 6. Anger- 5. Gluttony- 4. Pride- 3. Selfishness, if you’re not sure, ask others about you. 2. Laziness, I’d ask you to raise your hand, but it would be too much work.1. Materialism – stirs more issues 

** Whatever it is let God renew your mind and heart. 
Psalm 139:23 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me and lead me in the way everlasting. 
Allow the H.S. to convict and challenge you today - Allow God to identify areas in your life that come between you and him.  

Sin hurts and damages others… but more than that it damages our relationship with God
Try this: Seek him… Make a list of the top sins he convicts you of that you struggle with - find verses to renew your thinking - find a godly friend to talk to - and make habit changes. 
Everyone ends up somewhere, but few end up…
 Show team logos – what do you want to do?
2. Idolatry - misplaces passions “…does not lift up his soul to an idol…” 
An idol can be anything - recreation, hobbies, money, schedule (don’t have time for God), idols could be something good - kids, family / and neutral things TV, a mirror (our bodies, self, image)
Idols are anything that replace our pursuits & passion for God 

Psalm 139:23 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me and lead me in the way everlasting. 
Ask Yourself: What do you put ahead of God? Recognize the idolatry. Then what are you going to do to turn from / change it?
William Booth made a simple committed to God… He wrote – 

I do promise God that I will rise early every morning to have a few minutes – not less than five - in private prayer… I hereby vow to read no less than four chapters in God’s word every day. I will cultivate a spirit of self-denial and will yield myself a prisoner of love to the redeemer of the world – 
This simple commitment changed the world, who is William B.?

He changed the face of Christianity and his ministry still reaches millions today – He is the founder of the Salvation Army
Write out a commitment concerning your relationship w/ God for 2020.

In prayer – search your heart / listen to the conviction of God / get rid the barriers / get in line with Jesus - and get in the Zone / and listen. And write it down.
I’m excited about what I believe God wants to do in Livingway - but

· I have a higher calling - raise my kids as mature Christ followers 

· I’ve got a vision for my finances higher than more stuff 

· I’ve got a vision for my body higher than Pizza Hut
Bottom line – I do not have to answer to you – I will answer to God
Everyone ends up somewhere, but few end up…
So, it comes down to footballs and darts…
(football) – So go deep! What is God calling you to be about? Are you in the Chazone?  Will you be there… when God throws the ball? 
Get in the Chazone! Live according to God’s mission & values
(dart board) Everyone ends up somewhere (Stick in diff places) but as you seek the heart of God - While others end up somewhere… you can end up somewhere on purpose… Bull’s-eye!
Prayer
