IT’S A BOY – What’s in a Name? 
This Christmas Eve we’re unwrapping the greatest Christmas verse!

Found in the OT – 700yrs before Jesus was born! 
Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, (the birth of the Messiah) and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Tonight, we unwrap gifts the names of Jesus in that verse…  
There is a connection when you know a name - point out names…

It’s personal and powerful. * Turn to someone tell them your name.
* Names are Important – what you name your baby is important. 
Baby name rules: no old boy/girl friend’s names / Real name fails: Anneta Man/ Lois price/  Helen Back/ Lotsalovin – Snow E White (Garland)/ Girl changed name to cutoutdissection.com / Nick Cage - Kal-El / Gwyneth Paltrow – Apple / S. Stallone - Moonblood / Gwen Stefani - Zuma Nesta Rock / M. Jackson - Prince Michael II /Blanket / Jermaine Jackson - Jermajesty / The Edge - Blue Angel / Frank Zappa - Moon Unit, Dweezal, and Diva Thin Muffin. 
Point is - Names are important - names have meanings - not as much in ancient past. OT names were something to live up to, a declaration, or out of hope / or a mission to break free from. It was a public announcement and celebration – it was very important
Proverbs 22:1 - A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches… (My Name means… many gift from God) 
Isaiah 9:6 - For to us a child is born …and his name shall be called… 
Jesus' Names are Most Important of All
Mary had a supernatural ultrasound - it will be a boy – and you will name him - Jesus (Savior – HB / Healer – GK)
God has hundreds of names by which He is known in the Bible Names that tell us a lot about the character and nature of God.

Jesus’ Names are Most Important of All 
God is saying these are the things I want you to know about Christ – this is what he is. 
Understanding Jesus and His names help us move beyond simply knowing about the Lord to loving the Lord.
Have you made that transition from knowing about to loving?

Isaiah 9:6: …and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor…
· Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor – wisdom
Counselor - invokes a therapist / notepad / stuffy office – someone who passively listens and gives tips.  But that is not Jesus.
Isaiah spoke Hebrew – “Wonderful Counselor” are 2 Hebrew words
* Counselor - ya`ats (yaw-ats') to advise, consult, to guide and direct 
· The modifier tell us what type of ya`ats – a wonderful one
* Wonderful - pele' (peh'-leh); something beyond understanding, too wonderful to explain – words cannot describe how amazing!
lit. means – “Miraculously wonderful guide!”

Isaiah declared that the Messiah (Jesus) will be the ultimate guide – too wonderful to explain – too miraculous for words – a guide beyond understanding – he is a Wonderful Counselor
Jesus does things that no one else can do. His guidance is so miraculous that it is supremely above all other ways & advice. Greater than grandma’s!  

Jesus is not a passive listener – but an active guide / active help

We all need guidance. The negative stigma with needing help…

You may be in a time of need – depressed, fear, stressed out, full of anxiety, financial worry, lonely, lost loved one, sickness, family trouble - Good news - It’s a Boy! - The counselor is in!
Ask yourself – Where are you needing direction? There is a wonderful counselor who came to give us guidance. Embrace the Wonderful Counselor as your personal gift from God 
Isaiah 9:6: …and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God… (This cannot be missed – I have spent time on this before)
· Jesus is the Mighty God - power
Jesus is not God’s Jr., the Heavenly Father’s Bubba, or God in training. 
He is almighty God! Fully man – Fully God!
Jesus refers to himself as “LORD” - Mighty God - Yahweh 200 times in the gospels   (John 1:1; 20:28; Rom 9:5; Heb 1:8) 
Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14 as he describes the angels appearance to Joseph – How he would be called Immanuel = God with us! 
Maybe you’re here today and you have problems… expound – Good news – It’s a Boy! And there is nothing too hard for him!
Apostle Paul speaking about trials - Philippians 1:12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through Christ who gives me strength.
Sometimes we see the world, war, fear, violence, death, disease, violence, miscarriage, unfulfilled dreams, loneliness, chaos.  We can’t help but ask where is God’s power?  

I want you to know today – the power of Jesus is real and the very power of God is extended to those who call on Jesus name! 
Isaiah 40:29-31- He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, (Youth in Hebrew means Olympic athlete, best of the best) and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. 
When I was at my lowest: ministry experiences, sickness, death, financial walls, heartache - God was working in me and his power worked for me… and thru me!
The next one must have seemed strange to Isaiah – but now we get it.

Isaiah 9:6 …And he will be called… everlasting Father 
· Jesus is the Everlasting Father - family
Few things stir our heart like fathers… one of God’s favorite names. Even in a healthy home no human can fill the father hole in the heart.
Young woman looking for someone to fill your heart…

Young man looking for someone to look up to… 

Jesus is our elder brother and the perfect parent! 

John 1:12 Through Jesus we come God’s kids – sons & daughters!
Everything you need to know about the Father is in Jesus - Was Jesus patient? So is your father in heaven / was Jesus merciful / was Jesus gracious / was Jesus compassionate / was Jesus quick to forgive the humble & broken / was Jesus angered by the proud & hypocritical… 
The phrase here is - Avi Yad – “Father of Eternity”

Isaiah was telling us that Jesus - will reveal the everlasting Father God. Never changes – never dies - always perfect – never quits on you!

“everlasting Father” He’s a father who will never walk out on you! Never abuse you! Will always stand up for you, defend you, fight for you!! Will always be there for you! Consistent! 
Good news = It’s a boy!
Isaiah 9:6 …And he will be called… prince of peace
· Jesus is the Prince of Peace – Salvation
But - not necessarily peace as you might think - John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (the worlds peace vs God’s peace) 
Prince of peace = supreme ruler of peace!

Sar Shalom = wholeness and tranquility in every area of life

What the angels announced to the shepherds!
The peace Jesus gives – right now - is internal and eternal 
Jesus is the giver of eternal peace thru salvation. 
As the world spirals – we can still have peace

When the diagnosis is bad – He is the prince of peace! Sar Shalom! 
When we are abandoned – He is the prince of peace! Sar… 
When we are face with painful loss – He is the prince of peace! Sar…
When it seems, things are getting worse – he is the prince of peace! 
I will not fear - I have Sar Shalom
That is what we have in Christ – Peace! The calm assurance that God is doing what is best. He knows you, hears you, cares about you, understands you, and loves you.
Do you know peace? / Do you need peace?
It’s a boy - the prince of peace has come!
Isaiah knew our biggest problem was not our marriage, school, job, debt, political turmoil, the environment, or global conflict… 
Our biggest problem is our relationship with God. Our sin problem.
Jesus Brings Us…
* Peace from God – Satisfies sins payment 

* Peace with God – Thru Jesus we can dwell with God 

* Peace of God – a supernatural peace - knowing God is in control 
The promise of Isaiah was that the Messiah would bring peace between us and God! That the enemies of God – thru Jesus – become not just friends, but become His very own sons & daughters. (Ro 5:8-10, Jo 1:12)
I want to point one final thing about that verse – Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder…
There are no limits to his shoulders - no limit to what he can carry

If he can carry the weight of the world… he can carry you.
What are you going through today? He can carry you.
Let’s stand and read it together. Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

