NEXT - wk 5 – Living Rocks!! 
We are taking a look at a letter from a disciple who knew what it meant to be different! He stumbled in his walk with Jesus - 
Yet became one of greatest apostles and a dynamic leader. 
His name Peter – and the letter is 1 Peter. 
1 Peter - Written to Christians on the run from persecution – a people without a home - Not knowing what was next for them.  He explains that we respond diff to the world because we are diff in Jesus. 
· Living holy is not the path to knowing Jesus. Knowing Jesus is the path to living Holy.
Peter says in / thru Jesus we have a different: life, hope, joy, thinking, speech, attitude, ownership, position, and a diff love!  We are different!

Diff in how we work, study, friend, spouse, parent – it will not make sense to many because we’re diff.
Last week - 1 Peter 2:1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. (change the follows faith) 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. (now that you have personally experienced the goodness of God – not just heard about it.)
· This is not about behavior modification, this is about spiritual transformation

This new way of living life and new way of looking at life, starts from a deep internal spiritual change – born again. 
1 Peter 2:4 As you come to him, the living Stone – (Jesus the Living Stone) rejected by humans (Jesus crucifixion) but chosen by God and precious to him 
Jesus the Living Stone - the chief stone is - Have a large stone
Different Foundation
Peter is giving a picture of a spiritual house with Jesus as the Living Corner (foundational) Stone – and we are the building.
Matt 21:42, Mark 12:10, Lu 20:17 - Jesus quoting Psalm 118:22,23 called himself "'The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” (Ac 4:11, Ro 9:33, Ep 2:20, 1 Pe 2:4)
Jesus the Chief Cornerstone!!! Cornerstone = the foundational stone of every solid structure. Jesus says – That is me!
The Precious first and primary stone - the start and standard.
Matt 7 - Jesus tells a parable of a house (life) built on sand vs. sure foundation rock of himself, when the storms come... His foundation stands strong!
· Following Jesus - means our entire life is to be built on Him. 
What is your family, dreams, pursuits, relationships, security built on? Anything short of the living stone (the only sure foundation) will fail. 
1 Peter 2:6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, (From Isaiah 28, Jesus is the foundation for Zion. In OT = Zion was Jerusalem, their whole identity / NT = kingdom of God, his church) and the one who trusts in him (Jesus) will never be put to shame.” (Rom 9:33) 
To those that personally know the goodness of God and place your life on His foundation - You will not be disappointed, ashamed of it – or regret it. Never!
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. (3X in 4 verses - Jesus called precious = valuable & priceless) But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the (chief – the very) cornerstone,” (Ps 118) 
Jesus was and is still rejected by those in this world – but remains the cornerstone to those who believe and understand 

Reminds me of -1 Cor 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  Is it precious for you or are your perishing? 
8 and, (quoting Isaiah 8 Peter adds that Jesus is) “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” (rock of offense)
To the believer he is a Living Stone and a Cornerstone
BUT - To the unbeliever he is a stumbling stone
Stumbling over a rock – what was that…? It is annoying and dangerous. To the lost that is Jesus. 
8 …They stumble because they disobey (rejected – did not believe) the message - which is also what they were destined for.
If accepted = this Foundation will not disappoint. But, if rejected - this Jesus thing will trip you up – stumble, fall, unstable.  I think of those who play church, and can’t seem to get their footing - because their life is truly built on Jesus. 
?? “what they were destined for” (not a refence to the appointed lost) 
Reference to the OT and the Pharisees that heard prophets and the message but did not believe it. They were to crucify Jesus. It was not appointed to be revealed yet for them. But thru Jesus it’s now revealed. 
Speaking of himself as the cornerstone and stumbling stone he adds, Matthew 21:44 - And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” 
Fall on to Jesus and he will break you and remake you. But to have the rock of justice fall on you and it will be final & harsh 

But look who else is a living stone - 1 Peter 2:5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (going to come back to this)
Dozens of Biblical references to God building people into a new spiritual house, new temple - a new dwelling place! YOU!
Different Function
God is building you to reflect Him! You’re not just a person, you’re his house! You are his - Brink House (song) bricks
Before the cleansing powered of Jesus – God did not dwell in us lest he destroy us. He would have consumed us. So, God instructed a means to connect with Him through a Temple & Tabernacle. (the OT)
It reflected His character & holiness. There the Shekinah of God dwelled, until John 1 (God became flesh, Merry Christmas) 
AND NOW – This living stone is building a new temple - with smaller living stones - His people. This new tabernacle & dwelling place – YOU! 
You are to be His presence on Earth – His Temple with Feet! Walking the earth in His name. This new purpose brings a…
Different Identity
Peter unleashes a powerful - Who you are in Christ verse! 

Who you were meant to be and reborn to be! This is vital because our identity in Christ informs our purpose & conduct. 
1 Peter 2:5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house (we are God's scaffolding)
1. A Living Stone – you are new building material (this is who we are) 
Living = active / life giving - so many times the church is dead in action and in love - we are to be more exciting than football!
Because He is the Living Stone – we are his living stones – 
Our identity comes from being connected to Him - not from a job or our family, our education... but the living stone Jesus. 
...into a spiritual house… (the temple was a beacon / a lighthouse) 

We are to be God’s beacon and lighthouse on earth - You - Not a building - not a structure - not a monument – not a place - but YOU!
God is not looking for a house of brick & mortar - but a house of flesh & blood - to build his spiritual house - the greatest of architecture of the world will crumble - but not us!   
We are a living breathing active functioning Stone - solid, stable & sure

This room has living stones - together we are the house of God - alive!! Every bible study (is a quarry), kids class (are a precious mines), our leaders (are stone masons - seeking & polishing other living stones) 
*** And - just as Jesus was the living stone who some rejected - so will we be rejected, mocked, attacked, and even hated...
Different Identity 2 - 1 Peter 2:5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
2. A holy Priesthood - a new order (this is what we do)
OT a select group (Levites) had special privileges, responsibilities, to maintain the temple, offer sacrifices on altars for sins, go before God for the people. Only they had access to God – the priesthood. 
Peter says this has all changed, Jesus the sacrifice has done it
You are now made holy and set apart for his purpose. With access to the very thrown of God thru Jesus (Heb 4:16, Eph 3:12)

He goes on - 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
1 Peter 2:9 - ...you are a chosen people,
3. A chosen people - a new direction (this is where we are going)
Americans and American Christianity can be very individualistic 
We tend to view faith in terms of our life and our plans - but Peter is calling us to realize that our identity as a Christian can never be separated from the "group plan" God has for us – together!
Matthew 16:18 – upon the rock revelation of Jesus – He will build his church (ecclesia) – his gathered appointed ones.  Together we are the church / together we are his people - a chosen people (plural) with a chosen purpose together to affect the world!
1 Peter 2:9 - ...you are ... a royal priesthood,
4. A royal Priesthood - a new king (this is about who we follow) 
How are we royal – because our dad is KING!!!

In Christ you are now royalty - don't look down on yourself
You are a prince / princess - royalty - son/ daughter of the King

With a royal mission and purpose on this earth! 
You are sent into this world with the authority of the almighty!
With Jesus as our king - we are

5. A holy nation - a new kingdom (this is about who we are together) 
1 Peter 2:9 - ...you are ... a holy nation,
My allegiance & identity is not my race or the country I live in.
I am a follower of Jesus Christ - I belong to the people of God!
The kingdom of God is greater than the USA – we are a global group of citizens - worshiping with other believers... we are knit!
· We are globally the nation of Jesus people. 

6. A Special possession - A new value (about what you're worth)
1 Peter 2:9 - ...you are ... God’s special possession... you are the people of God
Memorabilia / Museums - (boxing glove – Sly) a simple hat, a can, a pencil - ordinary things that become significant because they were owned and used by someone famous. That's you - God takes us ordinary people, calls us his own and we become special.
The rock that the whole of creation and the church is built on - loves you! As he is called precious – he calls you precious and valuable!

What do you think about yourself – and what we think about our self together matters - we can think too high or too low.

Example: Arrogance = destruction / loathing = apprehension

Most don’t know a healthy love of self – they either love themselves arrogantly or loath themselves. 

We often sell ourselves short, “I can't do this - my past / my marriage / family / grades / money I make - I am a nobody...”
God says if you are mine - You are special!!!!
1 Peter 2:10 Once you were not a people, (a nobody) but now you are the people of God; (a cherished, precious, priceless, somebody) once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
“Not a people” refers to those who are not Jewish – the enemies of God. But God receives his enemies and call them priests!!!
If you are His - God called you, by his mercy - out of darkness and gave you - a new family, you’re no longer an orphan! 

It used to be you did not belong... but now - When God see's you - He looks at you and says, you belong here.
Peter tells us - when life has got you on the run - when you are unsure of your future - never forget who you are!

· A reason some of you struggle with sin - is because you have an identity crisis - you don't know who you are
· A reason some of you never step out in faith - is because you have an identity crisis - you don't know who you are
· A reason some of you never achieve great things for God - is because you have an identity crisis - you don't know who you are
You are rescued, you are royal, you are forgiven, you are not alone, you are valued – and called with a purpose! 

1 peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people (our identity in God), a royal priesthood, (our access to God) a holy nation, (our purpose with God) God’s special possession, (our value in God - How do we respond to all this...)  that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
· God made you who you are so you could tell the world who he is
We exist to advertise His goodness. Christians are in the PR business. We are his agents on the earth. His representatives. 
Being a priest of God is a fulltime job - we are to declare his glories 
I just want to tell the world – I have been rescued from darkness! I want to let the world know the awesome glories, wonder, and worth of God! 
To declare his mercy, to display his grace, and demonstrate His love
What's your story? What was your darkness? How were you rescued? Declare it! Broadcast it! Announce it! Publicize it! Speak it! Shout it! This is why this living stone is alive! 
If you are a follower of Jesus and you hear God challenging you do something that is out of your comfort Zone - remember this – 
YOU are Chosen / royal / holy / special / empowered
1 Peter 2:6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him (Jesus) will never be put to shame.”
What is your foundation? Jesus will not disappoint you. You will not regret truly knowing Jesus. 
Stop playing religion and fall upon the rock. 
