Different - wk 6 – Making Waves 1
A letter from to those who were wondering what's NEXT – like we are today looking at 2020. God what do you have for us next?

What trials and what victories are awaiting us this year? 
1 Peter written to Christians on the run - not knowing what was next in life - looking for direction & hope... 1 Peter is the - what next.
So far, even though you don’t know what’s next, they knew in Jesus, we have a new life, a diff way of living & looking at life.
Let’s start where we ended - 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, (in Jesus you are a prized and special possession with a holy and royal purpose - called to be different!) that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (What's is your out of darkness story? What has Jesus brought you out of?) 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (one time you were a nobody, now you’re a somebody in Jesus)
Notice - You are rescued for this purpose - 9a ...that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
God wants us to know who we are, so you can tell the world who He is. How do we do this? How can our life change the world?
Revival: I want revival in this world – I pray for it – desire it. What is it?
What does it mean? The VIVE = life. Revive = bring to life! 
Christians cry for it & say we want it… but do we really? To truly have revival – things need to change / different – in YOU!
I want to see true revival in your life and the world – this year!!
How? Is it found w/ prayer? people pray, still no revival. Is it worship? Emotional but little true life change. Is it more bible knowledge? People of deep theology w/ cold hearts and little life. What is it then?
The early church had it, but it did not mean a conference, a worship night, bible studies, political changes, or even that the whole world got saved – What was it then? Revival is organic.

Revival ingredients - 1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans (“unbelieving neighbors” - those who do not know Jesus yet) that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
Last part described revivals result …that they may glorify God on the day…

Who is the “they” – those who once mocked, the pagans, the lost, the accusers, those living in sin, those who souls were hurting – Changed!

Revival = is when those who did not know Jesus are now redeemed, healed, made whole, become followers, become excited about Jesus, declare his praise, and look forward to his return.

That is revival! True life change! Not just emotions.
** One person at a time – moving to another to another - like a fire.  

One person / home / can experience revival while another doesn’t. 

One can have what looks like revival (emotions) but still no lasting fire
A Different Light in a Dark World – How to Spark Revival - Part 1 
How to bring true revival to your life and the world – this year!!
1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, 
1. Live with the daily reminder that you have dual citizenship
Canadian roommates / dual citizens - 41 diff countries – we’re like that
We have two places we access and live - one foot in each world
This dual citizenship gets tested in this life every day.
Jesus at the last supper in a prayer for the disciples - John 17:15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. (sustain their life – not protect from trials) 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. (sanctified = set apart)
** We are here in this world, and we are different. We are in the world, but we are not of the world. (John 15:19) We are not trying to get out of here – or escape this world – our mission is not done.
The early church lived in an incredibly hostile world towards Christians - as do we at times. But they never forgot, we are just passing thru! This reality inspired endurance and God used them to bring revival!
What this means is – Christian don’t hold so tight to this life
When we do this sickness, trouble, trials – don’t shake us as deep

When we do this, we have a clearer purpose for our possessions
When we do this, we have a greater sense of direction and destiny
THIS IS NOT YOUR HOME CHRISTIAN. Revival is not based on the things you attain or acquire – or hold onto in this life!
2. Live with the daily reminder that you have a dual challenge
There will always be 2 big problems being a Christian

Peter gives 2 challenges Christians face. 1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.
· Challenge 1 – Christians will always be dealing with a war 
Every person who bends the knee to Christ is enlisted – no reserves. No weekend warriors in the kingdom. This is full time service! And the fight never stops
This is the longest war in history. waged against your soul.
The enemy will never surrender and can never be trusted.

Our soul is taking a beating! As a Christian - we have 2 fronts!
** The war with spiritual powers – a real enemy Satan / false spirits
1 Pet 5:8 - Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (He is not imaginary, and he is not your friend - more on this when we get to chap 5)
Peter says there is another war
** The war with yourself – your sinful desires.
1 Pet 1:11 … abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. (don’t do, avoid the things that feed the flesh, tempt, and attack the soul)
Let me tell you something heavy - If you aren’t battling your sinful desires… they’ve already won. (explain) 
Notice we don’t war w/ people, culture, politicians, TV, or laws. Check v13. (Nxt wk) it is war of the spirit and with self. (Eph 2:12) 
This diff way of looking at the world brought revival in their lifetime. 
They were determined to not let their guard down. 
They were determined to not ignore the enemy’s schemes. 

They were determined to not ignore their own sinful desires.  

Revival starts with you! Revival means change in your life. 

What areas do you entertain that are at war with your soul? 

Many who say they want revival really don’t, because they don’t really want to change. They don’t want to be different.
Challenge #2 - 1 Pet 2:12 …though they accuse you of doing wrong…
· Challenge 2- Christians will always be dealing w/ a bad reputation
Always – no matter what we do - stop complaining about being a victim. It is biblical, expected, and has been happening for 2000 yrs.
Christians always have a bad reputation, be accused & misunderstood.
John 15:18-25 – Be ready after Easter things will get awesome and scary. The world will hate you… because they hated me.  We follow a different king. 
WHY? Because Jesus says we are all sinners (sin is defined), we are all in need of a savior (every person on the planet) and that He, Jesus, is the only way (no other possible salvation) – people don’t like that. 

If we live like the world and open minded - we are called hypocrites. 
If we live moral lives - we are accused of being bigoted, judgmental, narrow minded, and self-righteous. What do you want to be known for? 
The early church faced incredible accusations – cannibals, a cult, superstitious, incestuous, burning down Rome… and yet were living in revival!  How? The answer to both problems is…
1 Pet 2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans (unbelieving neighbors) that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, (and they will) they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (The Christian army doesn’t kill its enemies; it wins them over)
3. Live above Reproach 

It all comes down to how we live. Live in a way that leaves no room for accusation (above accusation)
Paul to - Titus 1 & 1 Tim 3 - live above reproach / live above accusation 

Paul to - 2 Corinthians 6:3 – “Put no obstacle in anyone’s way…”
This does not mean we are without sin… it means give no room for accusation or charges against you – AND even if you do live above accusation – expect others will still accuse you of doing wrong. 
When they do, what do we do?  We keep doing what is right. 
Philippians 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine as lights in the world…
This gets personal – That means we decide to avoid the things that may not even be “wrong” - but do this for the sake of other (1 Cor 1-10) 
For you that may mean - not going to certain parties or places, avoid dirty humor, how we talk, how we dress, spend our money, we don't live together - keeping our words & actions above accusation – we abstain - don't do it – as a one who is a citizen of heaven.
We ought to be the most honest - trustworthy - caring – gracious – generous - people on earth... we live differently!  Silence the critics. 
1 Peter 2:15 - For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. (more on this next week) 
Ever heard? Most Christians are mean, judgmental, hateful, hypocrites, charlatans… but I know one guy…. Be that guy! 
Revival ingredient 4 - 1 Peter 2:12 …they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
I want to see revival in your world and the world in 2020
#3 must be lived out – before the next one to be most effective.
4. Preach the Word! 
Where does it mention this in that verse? How do we know they did this? It says they glorified Jesus (God) at his return. 

They became worshipers, followers of Jesus, they became family. It was not just good works and see you later. It was good works with the truth – Jesus is the way!
1 Peter 3:15 In your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared (ready) to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. (living above accusation)
Living an authentic life of love above accusation and sharing gently and respectfully the hope of Jesus = will bring revival. 
Ephesians 4:15 - Speaking the truth in love.
The gospel is news (an announcement) that must be given!
That does not mean you stand up on the table at school or gather a crowd in the break room… what that means is that is flows from you naturally as one who is the hands, feet, and voice of God. 
I got to thinking about the things we think are revival and how they all work together: Revival in my world and the world
· Sound theology (God’s word) keeps us grounded
· Worship fans our flames

· Blameless living gives us legs
· Compassion shows others His hands
· Words of truth bring salvation
· The Holy Spirit is the power
Are you ready for Revival in 2020 – it begins in your life.

Are you truly ready and willing for change in your life?
We are going to flesh this out next week – with the next part of 1 Peter.

