Different - wk 8 – Cannon Ball! 
Nothing more controversial… 2 side, religiously committed - (Apple / Android. JK - What are your thoughts about politics… police… parents… professors… Today & next week deals w/ Authority Issues. 
1 Peter written to Christians on the run - A letter from to those who were wondering what's NEXT – like we are today looking at 2020. 
He writes that in Jesus you are different and now called to make a difference in the world! 
Let’s back up before we pull out - 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, (a prized possession with a holy and royal purpose - called to be different!) that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (Notice - You are chosen for this purpose - 9a ...that you may declare the praises of…) 
This dynamic purpose – makes waves in the world - waves that bring – revival in our everyday life. 
Going to the pool as a kid – trying to get the people laying out, wet - Watch me make a splash, cannon ball!!!  *Throw rock in!
1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. (what is your weakness? What is pulling at you? People are watching!) 12 Live such good lives among the pagans (“unbelieving neighbors”) that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds (We live generously – with our love, grace, and possessions) and glorify God on the day he visits us.
Last part describes the ripple “that they may glorify God on the day”
Who is the “they” = lost, accusers, those in sin – transformed
Revival is = contagious life change that points to Jesus!
When those who do not know Jesus are redeemed, transformed, become followers of Jesus, declaring His hope, and looking forward to his return. One person at a time, moving to another… (like a match) 
The early church lived so radically different and told others about Jesus – that it made waves every day!
Revival - has little to do with what we do in here today, but more about how we live this out tomorrow! Do we want the change it requires?
MAKING WAVES - next 2 chaps Peter fleshes this out in the real world
1 Peter 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: (not for our sake, out of fear, or because we agree, or want to - but the Lord's sake – it is God’s will) whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, (Nero) 14 or to governors, (local authority) who are sent by Him (God) to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. 
Making Waves in our culture – making a difference in our culture 
There is a good chance many of you will be upset with me / bible today.
Few things are as divisive as politics… Why? because we are passionate about our country and the future for our kids. And depending on if your guy is in office, we obey this or ignore it.
What does the Bible say about - How a Christian should view Politics?
How to Make waves in our culture! Cannon Ball!
· God is in charge of the World – always!
God uses people, politics, & circumstance to accomplish his will. Good and bad leaders. God sets in place all kings / govt leaders (sovereignty)
Daniel 2:21 He changes times and seasons; He removes kings and sets up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.   /  Daniel 4:17 … the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of men.
This immediately should bring great peace – no need to worry!
Ultimate trust is not in any human leader, but a sovereign God 
· We are instructed to obey the laws, our leaders, & be good citizens
1 Peter 2:12-17, Romans 13:1-7– respect, honor, and submit to all leaders

Matt 22:17-21 – Jesus says - pay all your taxes, regardless - be a good citizen
Speaking to people living in the capital city – front row to the corruption - Romans 13:1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.    3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? (if he is a bad leader) Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.    6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (We are instructed to obey the laws, our leaders, & be good citizens)
Christians have flourished and grow in influence under many bad govts and persecution. We are the light of the world! 
· We should pray for our leaders – all of them! 

Colossians 4:2-6, 1 Tim 2:1-2 – pray for all our leaders
Pray for blessing, direction, & speak positively of our leaders
· We are called to win people not elections

John 18:36- my kingdom is not of this world / Matt 28:19-20- go make disciples  

Solution to the world’s problems is not an earthly king or kingdom, but a divine king of a heavenly kingdom. Not a president, law, or leader. 
Politics is not the solution – no govt is ever going to be able to solve the problems of this world. Governments cannot save us
There is no example in the NT of political involvement - In the face of evil leaders and circumstance the apostles never taught how to reform the govt, never called for a protest, petition, or a demonstration. 
Instead, we are instructed to seek the kingdom of heaven and invest our time & resources in the eternal = people (Matt 6:19-33, 1 Tim 6:19)
Jesus did not come to set up an earthly kingdom – yet…  one day.  
Livingway will always - focus on Jesus - Rev 22:20 Come Lord Jesus
As long as we divide people by politics, we will never be able to fully reach who God loves = everyone!!
· We can exercise our legal rights to influence change – if we can
Matthew 5:13,14, 1 Cor 7:20-21, 2 Cor 5:20, 1 Cor 10:31, Colossians 3:17
Vote, be a godly leader of influence, stand for those who have no voice 
Yes, we can be involved in politics and we should use and celebrate our right to vote to influence change – BUT – always remember we have a greater citizenship and a higher calling!
· The greatest way to make cultural change is not to see a change in laws but to see a change in hearts. (how to make a real splash) 
This at the center of everything in the New Testament

Every changed heart in Christ = changes the world person by person. Their world is changed – and everyone they touch.
It’s so easy to attack and condemn leadership and a system when you personally have little ability to change it - both sides can learn this. Change begins with a heart touched by God! 
**The hatred expressed towards President Trump, and towards President Obama - and whoever may win next… is ungodly and unbiblical.
What if our leaders are wrong?
1 Peter 2:16 Live as free people, (You’re not bound to anyone! Even if you are literally bound – you’re free!!) but do not use your freedom (in Christ) as a cover-up for evil; (a cloak for violence) live as God’s slaves. (don’t use our freedom to attack, slander, or tear authority down. We are bound to Jesus!) 
17 Show proper respect to everyone, (non-Christians, other political views, all authority, and those you disagree with) love the family of believers, (Christians committed to each other, no matter what party you vote!) fear God, (He is the final authority) honor the emperor. (does not mean we must agree with the person, but we must respect the position)
· We are to honor and respect authority even when they are wrong 
Are you saying we respect and honor all politicians? Do you read the news? Do you know what's going on? Do you know Nero? 
Who Peter was talking about Emperor Nero (aka - "the beast") 
Nero was killing their families, destroying lives, kicked them out of their homes, displaced, murdered, arena games, very few alive have sunk to his depravity and evil. He was the ancent Hitler X10. 

Yet Peter says... submit & honor the emperor - when we do this, we revel Jesus in our life and make big waves.
In the days of Peter Jewish Zealots stirred riots, refused to pay taxes, and pushed to overthrow the govt. Peter was saying – don’t do that! 
Knowing his letter will most likely get back to Nero, He says, “We are not trying to bring you down. We are different. We want you to succeed as a person and leader. We pray for you!”
Respecting authority is a sign that you are truly free - 1 Peter 2:16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 

We are free, but not free to do what we want.
We are free to lay down what we want - free to serve & free to love – with even the hard to serve people. 
Christians understand that ultimately all the govts. of this world will pass away – only one kingdom will remain. We are to reflect that king. 

Even under the greatest of tyranny, we are free in Jesus

We live free from worry about our govt and the future!
1 Peter 2:15 For it is God’s will that by doing good (doing what’s right in the face of corruption) you should silence (muzzle stop) the ignorant (un-knowledgeable) talk of foolish people. (Ever had a foolish conversation with someone) 

Our respectful actions muzzle the ignorant & foolish.

· It is okay to tear apart a policy but never a person.
Colossians 4:6, 3:8, James 1:19, 26, Eph 4:15, 29-32, Pro 10:19, 18:2,13, 25:11, 29:11, 17:14, Ps 19:14, Romans 14:19, Titus 3:2, 

Discuss in mature, respectful, patient, quick to listen, gentle, kind conversations on policy differences, but never to tear apart people.
Focus on the ideologies not individuals, silence the argumentative!
Colossians 4:6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.  /   Titus 3:2 - To speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. / James 1:26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. / Romans 14:19 - let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.  
Peter and Paul both tell us that - God uses earthly govt. to bring justice and protect the innocent - be thankful for the good it does – even though it can be evil. God sets govt. in place to help us.

What did Obama do right? What is trump doing right? What do republican, democrats, independents, libertarians do right?
· We are to only disobey authority when it causes us to disobey God
Acts 4:19–20, Pro 24:11-12, Titus 3:1, Daniel 3:1-30, 6:1-28; Ex 1:15-22. Heb 13:17, Ro 13:1-8, Eph 6:6-8, Gal 1:9-10 - Prov 17:15, 31:8-9, Jer 22:3-5, Micah 6:8, Lev 19:15, Isa 1:17, Ex 23:6

The bible gives two allowances for civil disobedience: 

When you are instructed to do evil and when injustice against the innocent is being done.

Standing for the governing court room told to be silent about Jesus - Acts 5:29 Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 
Respect & honor does not mean we obey sinful orders or rules

We do not allow injustice and abuse of the poor and weak. We are not to bow to idols, but stand for what is right - w/ respect
If told I must accept and condone all lifestyles choices - I respectfully and lovingly will not / If told I must pay for abortions - I civilly will not / If told they have the right to control what my kids learn - I politely will tell them no  / If they tell me to be quite about Jesus - I humbly won’t.
Follower of Jesus stand for what is right, do not participate in what is wrong (as defined by God) but still be respectful!
This issue Peter is addressing is deeper than politics, this is an attitude of humility and submission with all authority.
v. 13 "Submit... to every human authority"
Many struggle with this because many have authority Issues.
Whether it’s a supervisor, president, police, professor, or parent - the leaders we don't trust / the laws and rules we don't like / and the taxes we don't want to pay - Why? V12 - that by doing so - others might see God in us and become followers of Jesus.

I want to end by reading one verse again! 
1 Peter 2:17 Show proper respect to everyone, (those who disagree with you) love the family of believers, fear God, (those you like and respect) honor the emperor. (those who are hard to respect - "the beasts" - Nero)
You see following Jesus - is a change of attitude and actions!! That can change our culture and make waves! 

If we actually lived like this - our churches might actually look diff. With different people of color and economic background. People just might see Jesus and his hope - and not our politics. 
We would see our world one life at a time – revived!
The world is hurting, families are broken, marriages are crumbling, people are abused, and hungry, lost, alone, depressed… and we are picking sides?????   There is only one side = Jesus crucified.
Are you ready to me make a splash / Make waves? 
Next week – How to thrive at work when your boss is a jerk and the company is corrupt.  Making waves at work!  More authority issues.
Before we leave – turn to someone and say - cannon ball!!!
