Different - wk 10 – Beautiful Mystery
Letter to Christians moving into new communities and new questions. Many had never heard of Jesus in these places. 
Peter says remember we being watched, live a life that points to Jesus in everything you do. 
Ever feel like you’re under a microscope? Sometimes we are… 
People are watching your response to society, govt, at work, your marriage – Peter addressing these things in chap 2-3.
Chap 2 called to live humble lives as royal chosen people of purpose, called to declaring God’s marvelous life. Our lives make waves… in our culture & personal lives.

Making waves on the Homefront – A Different marriage 
Some of you grew up in a home with an unhealthy marriage – you want your to be different – The Apostle Peter tells us how. 
If you can’t live for Jesus at home, can you really live for Him? It’s the place that matters most, with people who matter most, who know you the most. Where a daily Jesus is put to the test. 
1 Peter 3:1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands (okay – I might have just lost some of you – or just woke up some of you – let’s read it and then explain it – this verse is complex and misused often) 1 Peter 3:1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
I want to point his our first - “Wives… to your own husband”
Marriage only, not culture in general. Not women submit to men, but to your own husbands. Women are powerful, independent, dynamic leaders of all kinds – and at same in the home… but…
** Marriage is a beautiful mystery

In marriage a holy divine drama of our relationship with Jesus is played out. A living polaroid of the body of Christ - relating to God.
The Roman / Jewish culture was patriarchal – men were in charge!
The broad goals of the NT concerning marriage life in this culture. 
· Never forget the world is watching you / marriage / personal life 
1 Pet 2:12, Eph 5:15-17, Matt 5:16, 1 Tim 3:2, Titus 1:6–7, 
· Men and women are equal - and have mutual submission 
Ephesians 5:21, Gen 1:26-28, Gal 3:28, 5:13, Phil 2:3 – 

No gender superiority - a radical notion in the Roman world – Women were objects with little rights.  Bible liberates women! 
· Men and women are equal – and created different
I Pet. 3:7; Prov. 31:10-31, Matt. 20:25-28, 1 Cor 11:11, 
Gen 2 – Adam needed Eve in more ways than one – we need each other
God created men & women equal, but very diff (you may have noticed) We function best when we function in God’s design.
· Men and women are created equal - and designed by God to complete different areas in our marriage (Eph 5:21-33, Col 3:18-19)
We covered Ephesians 5:21-33 – last year in our Tread Series on Ephesians. Peter is hitting a similar vein. Marriage is beautiful mystery
With that in mind - 1 Peter 3:1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands… (“in the same way” “Likewise” - what?)
Ch 2 challenges us to submit to gov. authorities, bosses, teachers, and superiors. To this we are called. Jesus gave us the example - God in the flesh, creator of all submitted to earthly authority and served his own creation… Likewise wives…
** Submission is not a dirty word - “submit yourselves…”
Submit (Gk: hypotassō) military term - “to arrange the troop, under the command of a leader” “to fall in” / Non-military use - “a voluntary attitude of following, cooperating, assuming your responsibility, and carrying a burden. (Same word in the entire chapter 1 Pet - and in Eph 5:21 …submit to each other)
Bible is not demanding wives to honor & obey, but a voluntary attitude of submission - whether he’s a Christians or not.
This does not mean, that women are not leaders in the home, or that you cannot disagree, or you have to a do whatever your husband says. 
You are never to follow someone into what God says is a sin…
When you see the word “Submit” in the Bible it’s a reference to God’s unique role of humility and cooperation – At home it reflects God’s divine love drama, played out in our marriage. 
** Your attitude and actions can win the heart of your spouse to Christ
1 Peter 3:1 …submit… so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives… 2 when they (your husbands) see the purity and reverence of your lives.
“without a word” – does not mean you don’t have a voice or cannot speak God’s word – but that her life speaks first – as it is to be for all of us. Our lifestyle testifies to what we believe. 
Their issue - men / women coming to Christ, but spouses were not. What do we do? Well, if the wife, continue to assume your responsibility, cooperate, and help him be a great leader. 
This will cause them to see Jesus in you. Theme of 1 Pet 2
Our humble and serving actions can change a mind. 
Your attitude will turn heads and hearts.
1 Peter 3:3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment (kosmos), such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self… (Some church groups take this to mean plain clothes, no fancy hair, or jewelry – and become legalistic about it.)
** True beauty and attractiveness is not physical
The bible does not denounce looking nice or dressing up… dressing nice is a way to show respect to others – it says you care about them
Our outside appearance may win a person’s eye, but it cannot win a person’s heart – or for them to truly see Jesus in you. 
Pics Roman culture- braids & clothes for women were a status symbol, dividing poor from wealthy – trying to be superior. But Christians are not to be like (Denounced in 1 Cor.) We submit to each other.  
Roman women were expected to always adorn themselves – braid hair and dress appropriately – Peter says what is on the inside is greater. This was liberating to women. Don’t let the world judge you by your looks, but by your character.
Nothing wrong with nice clothes, hair styles, or jewelry – but that is not true beauty. True beauty is your character in Christ. 
If you’re single inner beauty is the most powerful attractive quality. 
The fruit of the Spirit are attractive to Christians (Galatians 5:22-23)
What are the qualities of true beauty?
1 Peter 3:4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 
A focus on character over appearance, internal adornment. Living a life that honors God over just looking good to others. 
Biblical attractiveness – I feel odd teaching this as a man…

True Biblical Beauty - “unfading beauty” – never wrinkles = ageless
First two - 4 …the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit
1. Gentle – 
Tender hearted, caring towards others. Watching a godly woman care gently for a child or a hurting adult w/ patience & kindness – beautiful. 
“quite” - does not mean - you don’t talk, speak up, have fun or get loud – but rather… it means you are a 
2. Good listener – “quite”
Cares about other’s feelings, thoughts, ideas, and concerns. Great listener. Does not feel the need to be the center of attention. Secure. 
3. Holy - “For this is the way of the holy women of the past…”
Set apart, godly in word & action, does what is right, innocent of evil – clothed in purity.  Lit. = different from the world’s attitudes & ambitions 
4. Hopes in God – “…who put their hope in God… 
Hope filled and hopeful – not negative - Clothed in peace  
She does not dwell on trouble and misery – but hopes! 
She knows her bible, she is strong in her beliefs, healthy view of God and theology, and the promises of God – they are her strength! She has deep unshakable roots and secure in Christ. 

5. Integrity - 6 “like Sarah… you are her daughters if you do what is right”
You do what is right – “if you do good”. Honorable conduct – and words. Authentic follower of Jesus in word and deed. 
6. Fearless - 6 “…and do not give way to fear.”
Fearless, her confidence in God gives her a brave and courageous faith – She steps out in faith. Brave in Jesus not of self-assurance. 

Not intimidated by the wicked actions of others – does not back down and stands up bravely for others. 
A wife of noble character - Proverbs 31:25 - She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. (Laughs, well God is good) 
Not stressed or fearful about the future – has the strength and hope of God in their heart. She laughs at the future and fights anxiety, wages war on fear – holds tight to God’s promises.
One more for the married women… 
7. Embraces the beautiful mystery of marriage 

5 …They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord.
The beautiful mystery of submission and leadership in marriage. Peter says if you need inspiration remember Sarah, she modeled it. 
She heard from God and encouraged Abe to listen to God. God even told Abe to listen to his wife (Gen 16:2, 21:12). At times Sarah even disobeyed and corrected Abe (when he was straying from God or doing evil). Sarah told Abe to get rid of this child and women… and guess what? He did.
Sarah was not weak and passive – she helped him to lead, and encouraged him to lead – and followed his leadership. 
Women in the Bible were brave and bold – women of courage and confidence – they heard from God – with and without men they were great leaders of change. 
1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way (Men in the same way be gentle, kind, a good listener, pure, of good character, hope filled and fearless… and for the husbands…) be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect (giving honor) as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Husbands
Know your wife - “dwell with them with understanding” (NKJV) 
A challenge to learn and know how to live and honor your wife. Constantly working on it. Are you learning about your wife?
Be considerate of your wife - “be considerate as you live with your wives”
Know, try to understand and consider her feelings, thoughts, ideas
Treat with respect and honor – “and treat them with respect (giving honor)”
In Roman culture there was unquestioned patriarchal authority. Women were objects with very little rights – just above servants. 
When Peter calls husbands to serve their wives – that was huge. 

Eph 6 – lead like Jesus - never to dominate or control.

Humble servant leader – laying down your life for your bride. 
7 …treat them with respect as the weaker partner (vessel) and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, 
Weaker vessel (not intelligence, emotional, spiritually weaker). Specifically, physical ability and as perceived in society - lack some of our advantages in society - don’t take advantage of the vulnerability) rather be intentional to give honor and respect to her that much more. 

Showing honor with deeds of respect and preference.
Peter is telling Christian men – live differently. She is an heir with you – an equal partner to be honored and cherished. 
Proverbs 4:8 - Esteem her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honor you.  /  Ecclesiastes 9:9 - Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this meaningless life that God has given you under the sun. (sounds like a country song) 
7 “…so that nothing will hinder your prayers.”

Never Forget - How you treat your wife will affect your spiritual life. 

How you treat your wife affects your relationship to God. 
Disrespect God’s daughter and a wall goes up between you and her Father. This has implications in our walk with God. God will hold you accountable with how you treat your wife.  
Husbands are you struggling to hear from God? read Malachi 2:13-14 
You can’t hear God because you dishonor your wife – unfaithful heart 
Husbands – honor, respect, humble servant - leading your wife.

Wives – honor, respect, humbly serving and affirming his leadership. 

