Different - wk 11 Dad says so… 
Letter to Christians moving into new communities and new questions. Many neighbors had never heard of Jesus in these places. 
Peter says remember we being watched, live a life that points to Jesus in everything you do. 
Live your life in such a way as to gain the right to speak into their life 
Let them know what you are for, before they know what you are against
People are watching your response to society, govt, at work, school, with superiors, in your marriage, and… 
And for crying out load – get along with each other!!

When my daughters fought – breaks my heart. When they get along – the greatest joy of my life! 
1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

*** Different Relationships 
This is one of those passages that writes itself. 
This is part is directed to Christians and their relationships with other Christians. The church – the family of God. Family reminders. 
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
Peter is following up with this – the world is watching us

The Family Checklist 

** Be of one mind – “be like-minded”
The call to live in unity - Single minded, live in harmony. 
I am all about being of one mind as long as it is my mind. But this one mind is the challenge to have the mind of Christ. To know God’s word and let that bind us together. 
Unity is not agreeing on everything or looking the same. True unity has beautiful diversity. 

We are diff personalities, positions, pasts, and interests and here we are – family.  Every cell in our body is diff and has diff purposes but coded with the same DNA- they have the same mind. 
I love our diversity! So does God. 
** Be understanding - “be sympathetic” 
When you hurt – I hurt. When you’re blessed – I celebrate!
I will not blow off your feelings. We are family. 
We attempt to understand where they are coming from. Walk in their shoes – we give each other the benefit of the doubt – we are family. 

- Family gets extra grace. 

** Be a loving family – “love one another” / “Love as brothers” 
Phileo love – family love – you’re my brother / my sister

At our house I like to say we are team Blair - we treat our family diff – first to come to aid and help – to defend or encourage – Peter says love each other like family. (Team livingway – Team Jesus) 
** Be compassionate – “be compassionate”
Warm, accepting, gentle, caring, listening – tenderhearted, supportive 
** Be humble around each other – “be… humble”
Prefer others above yourself – this is not about what I want – but how can I make sure they are blessed and touched. Not what I want – but what can reach the ones in this room that I love!
Philippians 2:3 - Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

“You’re just making it easy for them, and you are making it hard.”  Who can I serve, how can I be a part of them hearing God.

** Be a fighter – but fight differently with each other
We fight for peace and for each other – not against each other. 

3 TYPES OF PEOPLE in CHURCH: Galatians 5:16-26, 1 Corinthians 8:1 
1. People that don’t know Jesus

The spiritually blind, who see all of this Jesus stuff as foolish. 

2. People that know Jesus 

The spiritually alive who understands Christ and the cross - who have surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
3. People that know Jesus, but don’t always act like it 

Those who still struggle to live a life that honors God. 

Either immature in their faith or lazy in their faith.  
Paul addressed this issue over and over in 1 Corinthians. 

How are we to respond? Still addressing the family of God Peter says - 1 Peter 3:9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.
Even in church people can be hard to get along with and can do evil things – Reality - If you are in a church long enough, you will be wronged by someone the longer you are there - the more pain it can cause - ** church is filled with sinners being saved by grace. 

· How can we show grace – extra grace? 

We often show Christians less grace – “I expect them to know better.” Maybe… but they are family and we are to give extra grace.
We should be the family everyone wants to be a part of – but so many say no to God or church because they see Christians treat each other like trash. Shooting their wounded and burning bridges. 

Cheers was a perfect example of a church - The world has learned to this better than the church sometimes. 
The one another’s – “one another’s” – 59 list – read
The one another’s are directed to Christians with one another

· You can’t do this alone – we need one another. 

· God wants his kids to get along – we are team Jesus. 

This is why our life teams are important – this is the crowd – our small groups are where family happens.
When we love – truly love one another – we will drink cold coffee, hard seats, loud music, and bad teaching – because they love being around you. That is family. Dad loves it when we bless each other.  
We do this for their sake… 1 Peter 3:9 ...because to this you were called… 
To this you were called – you are on call. Whoever is on call at work – you are the one who is to be ready. You are on Call! As a follower of Jesus – you are on call. To give when someone is in need, to show love when someone is hurting – 

The Hall pass / the power of the hall pass – an assignment, I’ve been called, doing something important – you have a living hall pass. When the enemy says sit down – this pass says, I am chosen, I’m a holy & royal priest called with a purpose, on assignment – I am on call every day. When a need arises – lawns, groceries, bullying – you are on call – to love, serve, and be a blessing. 
We don’t just do this for their sake – but ours too… 1 Peter 3:9 ...because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. (eulogeō – words of blessing – what people will say of you. I know what I want people to say about me… that is my blessing) 

1 Peter 3:10 Whoever would love life and see good days… (Who wants to see the good days – look back and say – thank you God that was good.) - must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
Quoting Psalm 34 – How keep the family close – a blessed family.
How to “see good days” have a blessed church
(first two) 1 Peter 3:10 Whoever would love life and see good days - must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech.

1. Control your mouth - must keep their tongue from evil
How much conflict could be avoided with that? How many fights, rage, walls, regret… 

I have a new saying I made up – “If you can’t say anything nice, don’t say anything at all.” We know this… but rarely do we follow it. it is actually biblical.  Proverbs 11:9, 12:18, 15:1, James 3 – tame the tongue
You want blessed relationships… bite your tongue. 

2. Always tell the truth - and their lips from deceitful speech
Dishonesty and lies breach trust. When trust is lost – so is intimacy in a relationship. The father of lies will plant deception in your words. 
Be a person of truth, be gentle w/ it but always give it. Always tell the truth and you never have to remember what you said. 
3. Do what is right – in God’s eyes - They must turn from evil and do good
Not according to your feelings or opinions – but what God defines as. 

If you will strive to do what is right in God’s eyes in regard to your relationships – you will be blessed. 

4. Be the person who creates peace not tension - they must seek peace and pursue it.
Is there always drama around you? If your always involved in drama with the people around you – it may not be because your dealing with a lot of people with drama - you’re the drama. You’re part of the problem. 
Seek, speak and bring peace 
 This is why it matters – if you can walk like this towards others and strive to keep the peace in the family…  This will happen… 
God will: 1 Peter 3:12 (still quoting Ps 34) 
Actively take care of and look after you – 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous…
We can have confidence that God is working on our behalf 

Actively listen to their prayers – 
his ears are attentive to their prayer
We can have confidence that your prayers are heard
Actively show himself to be on your side – 
the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.
I think of - Romans 8:31 - If God is for us, who can be against us? 

This is not a guarantee that all will be great – but that all will be done for our good. ** A great sense of peace and confidence in our relationships, our daily life, and our prayers… 
Peter’s challenge to the church family is this - do what is right, strive to keep the peace, and show compassionate love. Here is big takeaway 

· How we treat others affects not only our relationships with others, but also our relationship with God. 
1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.
In chap 2-3 we are called to live a life that draws people to the kingdom. 

When people come here – into your small group – youth – zone – do they want to be a part of that family or will we be one more reason to never go again. 
I love my church family – we are not perfect, but we strive to walk with grace and try our best to love each other deeply. 
Dad loves it when we get along.
Yesterday we cried together as family – George’s passing
Today we will laugh and shout as family – super bowl

Invite to join the family of faith – Team Jesus!

Of the 59 – here are some

Be at peace with one another – Mark 9:50

Love one another – John 13:34; Ro 12:10; 1 Pet 4:8; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12

Build up one another – Romans 14:19; Ephesians 4:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Be of the same mind toward one another – Romans 12:16

Give preference to one another – Romans 12:10

Greet one another with affection – Romans 16:16

Esteem one another as better than yourself – Philippians 2:3

Serve one another – Galatians 5:13

Receive one another – Romans 15:7

Be devoted to one another – Romans 12:10

Rejoice with one another / weep with one another – Romans 12:15

Admonish one another – Romans 15:14; Colossians 3:16

Care for one another – 1 Corinthians 12:25

Show tolerance toward one another – Romans 15:1-5; Eph 4:2; Colossians 3:13

Be forgiving to one another – Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13

Be kind to one another - Ephesians 4:32

Submit to one another – Romans 12:10; Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5

Comfort one another – 1 Thessalonians 4:18

Teach one another - Romans 15:14

When you come to eat, wait for each other - I Cor. 11:33
Encourage one another – 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 3:13

Have equal concern for each other - I Corinthians 12:25
Be compassionate with one another – 1 Peter 3:8

Pray for one another – James 5:16

Confess your faults to one another – James 5:16

Accept one another – Romans 14:1; 15:7

Be truthful with one another – Colossians 3:9

Carry one another’s burdens - Galatians 6:2
Be patient, bearing with one another - Ephesians 4:2
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns spiritual songs - Eph 5:19
Bear with each other - Colossians 3:13
Spur one another to love and good deeds - Hebrews 10:24
Love one another deeply, from the heart - I Peter 3:8
