Different - wk 12 – What will they hear? 
Letter to Christians moving into new communities and new questions. Many of their new neighbors had never heard of Jesus.
People are watching – Different Lives 

Peter says remember we are being watched, live a life that points to Jesus in everything you do. live gracious, humble, considerate lives.
* Live your life in such a way as to draw people the kingdom of God

* Live your life in such a way as to gain the right to speak into their life 
1 Peter 2 /3 - People are watching your response to society, govt, at work, school, w/ superiors, marriage, and for crying out loud get along with each other – they watch that too.
Okay – so you do your best to live a life that honors Jesus, do your best to get along with everybody, you try to live as an example at work, school, and home… but you still get criticized – Peter responds…

1 Peter 3:13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord…
No matter what people say or do to you
· Keep doing what is right

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?
Eager (zeletes = Zealot – enthusiastically committed) to do good
Doing what is right has got to be something you’re determined to keep doing no matter what. 
· You will be attacked and judged - regardless of how you live

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.
Don’t respond with attitude – expect that people will just not like you - because you are a Christian - but keep doing what is right. 
· Don’t be afraid of them – no matter what they say or do 
14 “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”
Quotes Isaiah - When God spoke these words to Isaiah, the people were fearful of their future
Isaiah 8:11 This is what the Lord says to me with his strong hand upon me, warning me not to follow the way of this people: 12 “Do not call conspiracy everything they call a conspiracy; do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it. 13 The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you are to dread.  / 17 I will wait for the Lord… I will put my trust in him. (See also Luke 12:4-7 – don’t fear man, fear only God)
Isaiah said not to panic or be intimidated. He was to trust in the Lord. So are we. We have a greater authority!!!
“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord… Opposite of fear is reverence (awe) of Christ the Lord
In awe of his power and goodness as one who is Lord – in charge!
· Keep praising Jesus - “revere Christ as Lord.”
No matter what is said or done to me… I will keep praising my Lord!!!

Devil not today / Raise a hallelujah – praise as a weapon! 

Impoverished or Imprisoned Christians – singing praise! 

We are to focus on Christ rather than our fears and confrontations 
Suffering for Jesus is a major theme of 1 Peter – it takes a turn next week. Dealing with pain, suffering, and storms. 
What does the world think about Christians - a simple search... Video
When we keep praising and following Jesus – we keep loving people – and being hopeful – no matter what – people pay attention – and listen 
(when people start listing) 1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. (A life lead by the Spirit gains access to their ears - Listen) But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. (A life lead by the Spirit gains access to their heart - conviction)
People are listening – Different Approach 
When we faithfully lives that honors Jesus w/ grace & compassion, no matter what happens… we will be asked, “What is up with you? You’re different – why?” Live a life that begs a question
When they Start Listening… How to Live ready
When they ask – and they will – how will you respond?
· We speak from a place of relationship with Jesus - Be authentic
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. (lit. set apart Christ as Lord – determined to follow Jesus)
Jesus has got to truly be Lord of your life if you are to effectively share Jesus. Are you the real deal? The Message + the Messenger = Effective 
So many try to talk about church or having a good life – this is not about that.  There is a huge difference between believing in God and having the LORD.  Is Jesus the Lord (master, ruler) of our life?
· We speak about what we know about - Be prepared 
"Always be prepared to give an answer…”
You need to know what you're talking about - read / prepare / use your brain - be knowledgeable - have an answer that makes sense.
“Answer” (Gk)apologia = Apologetics – explain
Luke 12:11 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.” (does not mean we don’t need to know the bible – or have an answer. But one of the roles of the HS is to remind us what we know and have read.) 

Draw from the well – illustration
Peter was speaking from experience – often times brought before a judge and groups of people (Acts 2:14-39, 3:11-26, 4:8-12, 5:29-32) – Relying on the Holy Spirit – Peter gave an answer – a reason – a defense – giving factual evidence and his testimony. Paul did the same
Notice what we are to talk about - “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 
(our message is…) A case for hope!
We don’t have to be afraid, fearful, worried, riddled with anxiety, lonely, try to fit in, struggle to find meaning and purpose – there is HOPE!!!

We don’t need to defend God – we make a case for hope.
** Be prepared – Give reasons – Be personal   

We make it personal - “the hope you have” 
Not my hope, or his / her hope – What is your Hope? 
This is an opportunity to give your personal story with Jesus. 
BC (Before Jesus) – HC (How Jesus) – AC (after Jesus) 

· We speak about Jesus to others with kindness - Be considerate 
“But do this w/ gentleness” Lit. Reduce self-importance, humility, considerate.  
When we talk - we are loving, not forceful - harsh - or condemning

When we talk - we do not reply demeaning, with insults – but gentle 
Resist the temptation to attack and condemn
Jesus did not come to condemn - John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  (Our sin already condemns us – v18) 
Jesus loves the person you are talking to – are you treating them with consideration as a loved creation of God? 
· We speak about Jesus to others w/ patience – Be respectful 
"But do this with… respect” (reverence – you value what they have to say) 
We don't attack - picket or shout at people - we listen to them.  Don’t talk over them, speak with joy and patience with deep concern for their life. Jesus gave his life for and loves them, see them thru Jesus eyes. 

Colossians 4:5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; (non-Christians) make the most of every opportunity. (at work / at play / hanging out) 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, (considerate, gracious, understanding), seasoned with salt, (carefully chosen words) so that you may know how to answer everyone.  (think before you speak – listen before you respond)
** Our attitude is as important as our words
** We seek to win a heart not an argument
· We live out what we talk about – Be Authentic
"keeping a clear conscience"
We are not hypocrites and live double lives - we live it. This is the heartbeat of chap 1-3 = Be authentic followers of Jesus
The Revival Sandwich
This will bring revival in our homes, work, school, church…
· Live it
· Love them

· Tell them

· Live it 

We can’t miss a single layer – it takes all four!

With my family / co-workers – I’ve told them, now all I can do it just live it. 

List a few people you have relationship with at home, neighborhood, work, school…  Write their names – let’s pray…

Are you ready to live it / love them / tell them / live it ?
What follows in 1 Peter – How to thrive when life is falling apart. Next two chapters deal with suffering and trials. 
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Haiti – in August

Honduras in December
