Different - wk 9 – The Butterfly Effect 
Walking on a bridge first thing I want to do – throw something over or spit… to see the splash, waves, and watch the ripples.
1 Peter - written to Christians on the run – Peter addresses living differently in different areas of life – that can make eternal waves.  
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, (God picked you for His team and His purpose – with all the rights and the responsibilities) that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  (v11 live in such a way that we give no room for accusation, the world is watching will they see Jesus?)
In Jesus you are God’s prized possession with a holy and royal purpose - called to be different!
This dynamic purpose makes waves in the world - waves that bring – revival in our everyday life. My life + His Word = contagious life change. 
The rock of Christ is dropped into our life and it’s making Ripples in our country, work, school, home, friends and our neighborhood – The Butterfly effect – explain – is it real?
MAKING WAVES- the nation (last wk) family (next wk) - work (today) 
1 Peter 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors… (last week) 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.  (Last week – respecting the position and authority of government officials and delegated officials – even Nero – “the beast”)
The point: When we follow Jesus, we show respect to authority figures.
2 Problems: #1 many struggle with narcissistic entitlement. 
#2 others struggle with listening to authority figures. 
** This is really all about living humble respectful lives.
Are we to respect all authority? Even ones we don't like? 

Just so you know he knows how hard it can be, gives a common example for them… 1 Peter 2:18 Slaves, (servants / bond servants) in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. (Whoa – are you saying the Bible support slavery? No, this is not as you might think... or our notion of slavery.)
Slavery is mentioned a lot in the NT by Paul and Peter (a NT letter was actually written about a slave, Onesimus for Philemon) Why so much talk?
Never to condone, but to speak to the context of their lives. 
2/3 of the Roman world were bond servants (60% during the 1st cent) – it was a daily and common fact of life. Luke possible at one time a slave…
Roman slavery (pics) bound to legal servitude - 3 reasons: 
* captured foreigners / * those in debt / * those who willingly signed up - as a way to learn a trade - like contract labor, trade school, or joining the military. 
No unions. Most masters were brutal - many kind & treated as family.  
Slaves could marry, accumulate wealth, run a business, be a local leader, a witness in court, even purchase own freedom.

In NT you could hold church leadership authority positions.  
** NT speaks to all classes in a highly caste culture.
The bible does not nor ever support human ownership and abuse! In fact, Christianity is the first recorded faith in the world to combat it.
** Making Waves at work
The best we can relate to this is the boss and employee relationship, a student and teacher, a soldier and his superior. 
Remember he is talking about respecting the authority in our lives - 1 Peter 2:18 Slaves, (employees, contract workers) in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, (serve and obey your bosses) not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. (good and bad bosses)
Ever had a jerk boss? Peter says, humbly submit. One might ask: But what if they take advantage of me? Mistreat me? And are mean? That is Peters point!
We don’t do this because they deserve it, but because God says to!
2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority… 15 For it is God’s will… 18 …in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters…
Working in retail: people can be difficult & demanding. Stop what I’m doing, listen well, courteous, patient, helpful, listen more – they still complain – they might listen, often not even thankful. If we can do that for a paycheck - Why can’t we do that for our Lord? If we can treat rude people with respect for our company – why can’t we do that for the one who died for our sin?
We do this because God says to – that is why.
** Do what is right for your boss regardless of how your boss acts
A crooked jerk of a boss... we are to honor and respect. As a follower of Jesus, we don't work for them, we work for and serve God.
Respect vs. rapport? Respect given regardless- Rapport is earned.
If you get a new boss, do they need to earn respect? No. You may never respect them, but you respect the position. The position deserves it, even if you don’t like them. We see this thru the Bible.
1 Peter 2:19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. (enduring hardship because we live by Christian standards – is admirable and honorable) 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? (to be punished because you can’t follow instructions – is not commendable) But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.
** Doing what is right will sometimes get you into trouble... and when it does, if we respond right - God is honored and that is a win!
Peter then gives the ultimate example - Peter 2:21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
“To this you were called” – to follow his steps. We might be persecuted - unjustly accused - even attacked. They did it to Jesus - they will do it to us – but…
** When you feel like you are being treated unjustly, remember Jesus!

No one has ever been treated more unjustly – than what Jesus faced. 

Jesus gave us the example to live at work. Ultimately, we look to Jesus - in the face of suffering and trials – This get’s heavy! 
22 “He committed no sin, (did what was right) and no deceit was found in his mouth.” (didn't talk badly of them, or try to bring them down with his words) 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; (didn't cuss them out or pay back what was done) when he suffered, he made no threats. (was not defensive & combative) Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 
Like Jesus we are to endure and entrust it to the Father.
My early ministry experience – almost left the ministry forever 
There are something's you just can't make right – but you can still do what is right – and trust that God is taking care of it...
24 “He himself (Jesus) bore our sins” (Jesus was treated unjustly and harshly for you – because of your sins) in his body on the cross, (tree = wood) so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; (so that we can be different) “by his wounds you have been healed.”

Often misquoted - this is not a promise of physical healing in this life, the context is not physical healing but the promise of spiritual healing in our current suffering. Yes, God heals, but it is not guaranteed in this life! Heads up – we all die.

Jesus carried our sin on His body on the cross - suffered and crucified for you. Those stripes where for you!! Because of you!! 

So our sins would be washed away / So our life could be repaired and restored / So we could have new life & new perspective on life
25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” (we have all gone astray – we all need this grace – even you) but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
Peter says to those drifting exiled Christians - Like many in this world - we were all lost wandering sheep... but thank God, we have Jesus (our shepherd) to show us where to go next!

I want to spend remaining time on some practical things that ripple
When Your Boss is a jerk!  The, “Yeah, But’s”
We all think our situation is unique – it does not apply to mine. 
1. But, my boss is so far from God, should I still obey and honor him? 
1 Peter 2:13-15,18,21, Colossians 3:22-24, I Timothy 6:1-2 
But my boss is a bad person: swears at us, perverted, drinks a lot, drugs, lies, cheats at work, on his family, racist, hate filled… etc. 
The answer – Yes 
Why? Same answer as before. Because Jesus told you to. No better answer – we are his chosen, royal, ambassadors. 
Colossians 3:22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, (bosses) not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. (your higher authority) 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
Daniel and Joseph – served incredibly wicked godless master as unto the LORD and they kept getting promoted. As they did, they earned the right to be listened to – and honoring God. They had to make that choice, and they ended up saving lives.
2. Does submitting mean I have to stay in a horrible situation?
The answer – No!
I am not saying to suck it up & stay quite in a horrible situation 
1 Corinthians 7:17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 20 Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. (Bloom where you are planted) 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.)
Bloom where you are planted – but if you can get another job and get out, then by all means do it.
If your boss is a jerk and you can’t stop talking negative about him/her – easy solution quit. “But I can’t, I need the job” “I can’t find a job as good as this one” Well, then, submit honor and bloom where you’re at.  But get another job if you can.

3. Does submitting mean I have to do whatever I’m told?
Acts 4:18-20, 5:27-29, Exodus 1:15-20, Daniel 3:16-18
The answer – Yes and No!
· If it’s legal and moral = Yes (hard, annoying, strange & legal - yes) 
· If it’s stupid or unfair = Yes (where many struggle, dumb, foolish…) 
Rule of the roof – explain / Rule of the paycheck.

· If it’s illegal or immoral = No (no matter what - last week) 
We obey God over man – when we are instructed to sin – no.
Submission does not mean you give up your legal rights, just as forgiveness does not mean there are no consequences for our actions.
It is biblical to use all your legal rights (if you have any) – and for people to bear the penalties of their choices. 
4.   What if I’m ordered to do something immoral or illegal? 
Acts 23:1-5, Daniel 3:16-18, Proverbs 19:22, Daniel 1:8-17 - gives a practical response… no chip on his shoulder…
· Respectfully push back – honor and respect no matter what
· Seek out a creative alternative – offer a solution before you walk
· Accept the consequences – if you get fired, if it fails – accept it. Just as Jesus accepted the cross – the cost of righteousness. 
Yeah but you don’t understand – my situation is unique 
5. What if I’m in an “impossible” situation?
Romans 12:17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. (anyone) Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. (in the eyes of everyone) 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy (people who have it out against you) is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap (pile on) burning coals on his head.” (conscience - heat of shame and conviction with be on his mind) 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
A few things about this passage – dealing with a tough situation. 

· Do everything with-in your means to keep the peace – v 18
So far as you are possible, do what you can to live at peace w/ everyone. and realize, sometimes that may not be enough.
· Always seek to return good for evil – v 20
Matthew 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[a] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
No evil for evil – it is the Lord to repay – in your personal life. You are not to be a vigilante – to settle the score. 
But civilly God sets in place governing and ruling authorities to bring justice in this life (1 Peter 2:13-17, Romans 13:1-7, John 19:11, Jeremiah 25:8-9, Acts 4:27-28, Book of judges, Kings, Chronicles) Police, court system, juries, military – within your legal authority – you bear the sword. 
We however personally seek to return good for evil. 
· Trust God to take care of it – v 19
19 Do not take revenge…  “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
All of this comes down to one question – Who are you going to trust? 
Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. (this applies to every area of life – work and school too)
Do you trust God to deal with it? Are you going to do it your way – or are you going to do it His way?
Martin Luther King – was a great example of this. His position on non-violence in an abusive culture, hangings, attack dogs, shootings, attacks… he responded with love and grace. Something he often said - We will do what is right and “we will shame them for their behavior” His respect and kindness for those in authority began to shame and expose the sin of our nation (violence would have hardened hearts). He changed the nation. 
So, what's next for you? Are you ready to live humble, submitted, grace filled, patient - yet bold - lives before the world? Be it with the govt, your workplace, in a classroom…
Remember: We don’t do this because they deserve it, but because God says to – and he did it first for us. 
I want to end with this – 1 Peter 2:25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
Some of you like that verse need to return / turn to the shepherd
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3. How to Reflect & Declare God in a Dark World - Live ready
Wherever you are - what ever may come your way - live differently and be ready to answer anyone who ask you about your life... 

Jumping ahead - 1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
Our Change of position / brings Change of Mind / to a Change of Attitude / This new attitude - brings a Change of approach

Video - What does the world think about Christians - a simple search...

4 Things this verse tells us about living ready to answer

· We talk about what we know about - "be prepared"
Know what you're talking about - read / prepare / use your brain - be intelligent - have an answer that makes sense 
· We talk about Jesus w/ kindness - "with gentleness" 
We are loving / not forceful - harsh - or condemning 

· We talk about Jesus w/ patience - "with respect"  
We don't attack - picket or shout at people - we listen to them
Colossians 4:5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
· We live out what we talk about - "keeping a clear conscience"
We are not hypocrites and live double lives - we live it 
