Live free – Galatians wk 3 – The Showdown 
This letter is about living free! Free from self, sin, shame, & religion

Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. (True freedom is-)
The Recap – Paul to churches he planted that are in danger of false teachers seeking to undermine him with a false gospel.
To the Galatians warriors, hired mercenaries, Pagans, gentiles.
This emergency letter is a personal, passionate response for the gospel and his authority as an apostle 

So far: Paul started out with a clear definition of the Gospel (cross, sin) “astonished” at their confusion, he reminds them of his throwdown with Jesus - This week a throwdown to a showdown.

A big issue with the Galatians 
** False teachers: you want to be a Christian - be Jewish

** Didn’t know Judaism or have a Torah - never read the OT

Told they had to follow feasts / eating, Jewish law, traditions, and the strangest bible command of all circumcision ** Warning mature subject
What is that exactly and why would God say to do it to begin with?
God met with Abram - made a covenant with him about his family and their place in God’s redemption plan - God told him to go back home and circumcise his household and all his servants as a sign.   

I will only say this once, circumcision is - the cutting away and removal of the foreskin from the penis. (In fact, I have a video- JK)
Found in - Genesis 17:9 Then God said to Abraham, “Your responsibility is to obey the terms of the covenant. You and all your descendants have this continual responsibility. 10 This is the covenant that you and your descendants must keep: Each male among you must be circumcised. 11 You must cut off the flesh of your foreskin as a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 From generation to generation, every male child must be circumcised on the eighth day after his birth. (Jesus was circumcised on the 8th day like every good Jewish boy) This applies not only to members of your family but also to the servants born in your household and the foreign-born servants whom you have purchased. 13 All must be circumcised. Your bodies will bear the mark of my everlasting covenant. (And he did that day = over 318) - Michal Jr Video
A physical reminder, represents the heart (Deut 10) a cutting away of the heart / set apart unto God (your most intimate life is God’s)
It became the ultimate test of Jewishness and the center of the debate in Galatia… 
Imagine tough guys from Galatia, “okay guys if you want to be saved, we need to circumcise you. Wha!t?  (The new altar call, new outreach – Circumcision Sunday! Bring your friends)
Today Paul shares two stories / about two people / to prove one Point 
2 Showdowns: A most difficult command and a most difficult decision 

Showdown 1 - The witness
Acts 15:1 Certain people came down (elevation) from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So, Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up (elevation) to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question.  (church council meeting / a summit)
Here is what they were doing and saying - Jesus plus this - Bumper stickers on Jesus. Some do this: Jesus plus tongues, baptism, prayer, politics, denomination, hair bun, turning culture into gospel – tolls into rules - we put things over Jesus 

The when and who… Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years, (after he was saved, served, and commissioned, and came back) I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. (co-pastor) I took Titus along also.
The why…  2 I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as leaders, (I heard God on this and wanted to make sure the apostles were on the same page) I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in vain. (would it be undermined – are we in agreement?)
The witness… 3 Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. 4 This matter arose because some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. (to rules) 5 We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. (Paul had backbone - We stood up, we did not give in - and now you are to also!!) 
Paul took Titus to prove a point. When asked to go by Paul – uh, can’t we just write a letter… a great guy- good leader- loves Jesus - and uncircumcised - show him Titus.
6 As for those who were held in high esteem (church leaders) - whatever they were makes no difference to me; (Doesn’t matter who you are, God does not like you better if you’re circumcised) God does not show favoritism - they added nothing to my message. 7 On the contrary, they recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. (Peter focused on Jewish, I focus on Gentiles) 8 For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles. (same message / gospel)  
9 James, Cephas (Peter) and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship (extended a helping hand) when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 10 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along. 

Circumcision - What does it mean for you today? 
Neither required nor forbidden - Christ fulfilled circumcision

Showdown 2 – The dinner (The confrontation) 
Though Peter agreed with Paul – he did not always practice it. 
The great disciple/ Apostle Peter came up to visit the Antioch church where Paul and Barnabas are (1st church to have gentiles) Peter sat and ate – laughed loved – accepted them as spiritual family… but then something happened…  

Galatians 2:11 When Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. (So strong was Peter’s previous approval of grace, that Paul felt at liberty to confront him on hypocrisy - what happened?)
12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. (did not eat w/ them - marginalized them to look good in front of others – this ticked Paul off) 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, (Hled others astray) so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. (Barnabas started to do it too) 14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? (Paul has a spirit led rant) 15 “We who are Jews by birth and not “sinful” Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified (declared righteous) by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. (Declared not guilty, not by what we do, but by what He did) So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.
Peter, you of all people know better! The Law – customs – rituals – could not save us! You were raised that way and still needed salvation in Jesus – those things are not the way!

We are made right with God only through faith in Jesus Christ alone, apart from good works of any kind. 
But what’s my part? You don’t have one. But what can I do? Nothing! Jesus paid it all! He looks at us as righteous in Him. Stand in front of a person - God sees Jesus!
17 “But if, in seeking to be justified (made right) in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners (gentiles), does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker. (If I seek to be made right by going back to the law, it reveals I don’t understand the cross and am still dead in sin) 19 “For through the law I died to the law (OT law only condemns – so I died to it) so that I might live for God. (MSG 2:19 What actually took place is this: I tried keeping rules and working my head off to please God, and it didn't work. So I quit being a "law man" so that I could be [God's] man.)  
We can try and try and try to be good – but we will fail and fail and fail – then here comes Jesus.
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Jesus put to death my sin, my failures, & best efforts) 
Christ fulfills circumcision by removing the deadness of our hearts, he takes away the power of sin.
21 I do not set aside the grace of God, (I’m not going back on this or take it lightly) for if righteousness could be gained through the law (actions & efforts), Christ died for nothing!” 
If we go back to rules and rituals for salvation, then we destroy grace, mock the cross, and Jesus died for nothing! If religion and rules could do it – why would Jesus need to die?
Five Thoughts About the Showdowns: 

1- Church Leadership is not infallible
Gal 2:11 When Cephas (peter) came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.  (God settled it w/ Peter in a vision, Acts 11) 
1Timothy 5:19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. (There is to be respect - unless there is a pattern) 20 But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove (correct) before everyone, so that the others may take warning.
· I / We are not perfect / Pray for your pastor, I need it 

2 - Some things are worth fighting over and dividing over

Galatians 2:5 - We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. (I will die on this hill – I won’t back down) 

We can discuss and we can debate, but some things we need to divide! The gospel (Jesus & sin), true freedom by faith, God’s word

Most people don’t like confrontation, we just want to get along

Tell the truth no matter who it may offend - A leader / a friend / a parent / a teacher / no matter who it is – lovingly and gracefully.
3 - The Gospel works from the inside out not the outside in 
Bumper stickers – Jesus should be over our issues not under
Time to loose our religion: Remember this…
* Rituals do not bring you salvation (baptism, communion, ceremonies, tongues, traditions) 
* Practices do not keep your salvation (taboos, demands, restrictions) 
* Obedience do not help salvation (God does not love us more/ less)
Notice that these are things most churches focus on and fight over – the only thing we are to be fighting for – is the gospel – all these other things do is – They only cause pride and divide 
Our best efforts, actions, and hard work will never be enough to cover our mistakes. God is holy and demands perfection, we can’t be perfect. But Jesus is. There is no way to salvation without Jesus. 
4 - Our methods might change but the gospel doesn’t

They did not have to adopt the Jewish culture and method to be saved
We don’t compromise the truth, but we are flexible on the methods 

All over the world – Christians worship differently – the form style is secondary – the primary is the gospel. 

God does not run around with a photo copy machine – with me in mind – to clone us.
Hymns and organs came from bars – they were brought into churches – now they are the tradition – now we can’t get rid of them – you will probably out grow  your own hipness – “Man, your music stinks…”  
Phil 2:3 (Paul) Consider others more highly than yourself

Are lives being touched? Are people becoming Christ followers? Are disciples being made? Then rejoice - We must be willing to change and adjust without compromising the true gospel. THE VIVE and our future
5 - The Gospel is for everyone 

The Jewish Christians really struggled with this – they were racially motivated and ritual drive. *** Jesus came for everyone
Regardless of your culture, race, age, gender, background – 
Jesus has come for everyone – that includes you!
Galatians 2:21 I do not set aside the grace of God, (I’m not going back on this) for if righteousness could be gained through the law (actions & best efforts), Christ died for nothing!” 
Jesus + Nothing = Everything

Jesus + Anything = Nothing 

