Follow – The Gospel of Mark - Wk 2 – Barley Mentioned
Have you heard a story and they mention something and your like – wait a minute – what did you say – go back… that is today. 
There is only one Gospel… but four accounts
Each is unique and highlights 4 different audiences 
* Matthew – written to Jewish seekers (Quotes the OT a lot) 
* Mark – written to Roman seekers (Gentiles) (customs explained) 
* Luke – written to Greek seekers (Gentiles) (detailed and researched) 
* John – written to Christians (deals with theology and teaching)
· Mathew – Jesus the Messiah King (focus on fulfilled prophecy) 
· Mark – Jesus the Servant Savior (focus on miracles) 
· Luke – Jesus the Son of Man (Jesus is real - focus on actions) 
· John – Jesus the Son of God (focus on spiritual theology)
We are going to focus on the Gospel of Mark 
It is the most translated book in the entire world.
It is fast paced / action packed
Mark 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. (Jesus invites) 
What is it that moves people to drop everything and follow Jesus?
Setting the Stage for MARK
Written by - John Mark, cousin of Barnabas travelled w/ Paul & Peter
Mark’s account is source dictation of Apostle Peter. 
A gospel for the outcasts

Divided into 2 parts: Our KING (1-8) the identity of Jesus.

His CROSS (9-16) – the purpose of Jesus.

Last week we set the stage – life during the time of Jesus and checked out the cast and culture – listen or watch if you missed it.

Verses 1 - Mark gives Jesus credentials right at the start – and clarifies the authority of Jesus in the first verse.
Mark 1:1 The beginning of the good news (the gospel) about Jesus (Yehoshua - God comes to saves) the Messiah, (Hamashia / Christos - the promised anointed one) - the Son of God…  (God in the flesh)
Mark says right off - Jesus has all authority
Again, and again Mark confirms the power of Jesus over the earth, all things in the earth, and universe – as creator God in the flesh.
Jesus is more than some teacher, prophet, wise man, guide, or guru, He is GOD

Last week – Mark introduces a man named John (the Baptist) as one who is fulfilling the prophecy as the one preparing the way for Jesus…
A wild man – living off the land – echoing the Spirit of Elijah – a voice crying out in the wilderness – preparing and point to Jesus!

John the Baptist is setting the stage!

Matthew Gospel tells us they were cousins 
Mark 1:4 says he was “preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.”

What is baptism? Water bowel - Common around the world – spiritual cleansing – some as a washing ceremony - always as a symbol. 

John was baptizing and calling people to turn from sin and get ready for Jesus – ready to hear and understand the Kingdom.
Mark tells us people were coming out to the Jordon from all over area.

Were we left off last week - Mark 1:9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee (where He grew up) and was baptized by John in the Jordan. (Show map)
· Jesus is baptized, why? He did not need to, he is w/out sin!
4 Reasons Jesus was Baptized (mentioned in all 4 gospels) 
1. To affirm the work and message of John
John is right – and I am the one he is pointing to.
John is a prophet – he is speaking the truth.
John declares John 1:29 The next day John the Baptist saw Jesus coming to him. He said, “See! The Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world! (prophetic) 30 I have been talking about Him. I said, ‘One is coming after me Who is more important than I, because He lived before I was born.’ (John was Jesus older cousin – But he was pointing out the divinity of Jesu)
2. To launch his ministry in a very public setting
An unremarkable name (Jesus), from unremarkable village (Nazareth), in an insignificant region (Galilee), in an unremarkable river (Jordan) kick started the most remarkable and significant ministry in history! 

This was the inauguration of his ministry. 
A baton from John to Jesus. It starts here!
In the other gospel it is recorded that John resisted – saying he was not worthy, that Jesus should baptize him – but Jesus responded…

Matthew 3:15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. (leads to the 2nd reason)
3. To fulfill the will of the Father
It wasn’t that is made Jesus righteous (he is perfect and Holy as God) it was a submission in his humanity to the plan of the Father – this was.

The act was just the beginning - much like he did not need to die on a cross for sins, he was not a criminal, or guilty – yet he did, to fulfill all righteousness. (2 Cor 5:21) 
He was identifying with sinful man in humility and identity – though he was sinless – He was walking in the step we are called to walk. 
Hebrews 4:15 - For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet he did not sin. 
** Jesus can identify with us!
We are to follow him in baptism – 
Go and make disciples baptizing them… Matt 28:19
But our Baptism is different from John’s baptism
John’s baptism was a preparation - Jesus baptism is a declaration
Not for salvation, a declaration of our salvation. A declaration of faith. A symbol of forgiveness through Jesus and His resurrection.
Baptism sign up – great way to celebrate you following Jesus!

If the son of God himself can humble himself so can you. It is time. 
4. To reveal the perfect union of the triune – one GOD. 
Father – Son – Holy Spirit = The Trinity – One God three persons – in person at the same time.
Mark 1:10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. (parallels Gen 1 – this was visibly seen) 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (Jesus deity is fully revealed – recorded in three gospels)
Not since creation have we seen all three at one time.  

Affirming again clearly – JESUS IS GOD!
Gospel of Luke 3:23 – says Jesus was 30 when this happened 
** FYI – three Great words we all crave to hear from our father 
You are mine - I love you - You make me happy (proud of you)
Mark 1:12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness…
Just a thought - Jesus was NOT filled with the Spirit – none of the gospel say that. They say he was “lead by the Spirit” and “full of the Spirit.”
Why this is important – some teach that Jesus as God emptied himself of his Godhead and was later filled with the HS. He was a man filled with the HS – and anything he did we can do too. 

The truth is – JESUS IS GOD - ALWAYS GOD - FULLY GOD (fully MAN)
As a result, everywhere he went miracles followed & demons trembled!

When we flip this – we begin to see the gospel as being about us – and how everything he did is about what we can do and achieve.  
Mark 1:12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. (recorded in 3 gospels – longest is Luke) 
Gospels record this a fasting for 40 days – Satan tempts Jesus
1. Turn the stone to bread (he could) aren’t you hungry
(will you trust God to provide)

2. Let them see you’re the Messiah – jump
(will you be humble before God or seek self-promotion) 

3. Bow to me – I will it all right now
(will you wait on God and His timing)  
** Each time Jesus responded “It is written…” the Word!
1 John 2:16 - Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, pride of life – 
These are the temptations we all face. 
2 Things about Temptation: 

** It’s not a sin to be TEMPTED - It’s a sin to SIN.

Mark 1:13, Hebrews 4:15
Jesus tempted not only here, but throughout his life – but never sinned
Those thoughts, that desire, that inclination to act is not a sin. 
The enemy is the tempter – when we act on it, it becomes sin.
It’s not a sin to be TEMPTED - It’s a sin to SIN  

** Sometimes the CENTER of God’s will is in the MIDDLE of the dessert
Mark 1:12, Mark 4:35-41, Exodus 14:1-31, Psalm 23:1-4, 1 Peter 4:12, Heb 5:8
We see it here and throughout the Bible – God often leads His people to and thru places of trails and struggles. 
It is sometimes part of the journey God has for us.
We assume his will is always a mountain top.
Following a great moment (baptism) and miracle (voice of God)  and where does he end up in the wilderness. 
The reality is that a blessed life is not necessarily an easy life. 

Luke 1:28, Luke 2:4-7, Luke 2:22-24, Mat 2:13-15, Luke 3:23, John 19:25
** Obedience will take us where we need to be, not where we want to be
Mark flies through 2 very important events: Jesus baptized, Jesus Tempted (elaborated in other gospels - Blink and you might miss them) to get to the main theme of his letter…

Mark 1:14 After John was put in prison, (skips that whole story all together) Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. (I am here) Repent and believe the good news!”
Mark flies through 2 very important events to get to the main theme - Jesus is the Son of God not a fraud, and He is calling you to lay down your life and follow him.
Jesus Baptized – are you ready to declare Jesus in baptism?
Jesus Tested – are you holding tight to God and his word? 
Jesus preaches – are you ready to turn from self and believe in Christ? 

Jesus calls disciples
Mark 1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. (sees and calls others to follow him) 
Jesus drives out evil spirits

Mark 1:21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. (His authority was evident) 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” (the evil spirit – call out and worship Jesus) 
25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. (I’m no there to have a conversation) “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! (remember that) He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.

Jesus heals the sick

Mark 1:29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law (Peter’s wife’s mom – Peter was married) was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 
32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.

He continues to pray, to preach and cast out demons

In Mark 2:1-11 – Jesus preaching in a house - a group of friends drop their paralyzed friend into the room – ripping up the roof. Their friend is healed – the revolution has begun! From there Jesus ministry is Mark is explosive!
Each of these stories are powerful sermon on their own. The purpose of this series is to give a framework for the Gospel of Mark – the big picture. The context as you read it. 
Let’s take a look at it what just happened it can be summed up with – The Authority of Jesus!    (John Mark – establishes who Jesus is) 
Mark tells us upfront - To Follow Jesus is to leave your old life behind
Mark 1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
Mark calls people to follow 17X in his Gospel – including my fav verse   Mark 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.   (We are not called to be converts but followers)
Mark 1:12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. (Details in other gospels)
3 - Jesus has authority over temptation

As Jesus was led and tempted we are reminded that Jesus can relate to our struggles – our issues – our battles – our temptations. 

(NLT) Hebrews 4:15 - This High Priest of ours (Jesus) understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same temptations we do, yet he did not sin.
4 - Jesus has authority over Hell
Mark 1:21 – we are told of an encounter with a demonic spirit – that cowers and obeys the words of Jesus. (Mark has many procession deliverance accounts) 
Listen - Hell is no match for Jesus / spiritual powers are powerless before Him. Jesus & Satan are not equal! (Arm wrestling) In Christ you have no need to fear. 
5 - Jesus has authority over sickness
Mark 1 – The pattern of Jesus healing the sick is established!

Every disease – every damaged cell – every mutated gene – every bad diagnoses – every hopeless effort of your health… Jesus has authority 
He is the healer – he has the power to heal – if we are not healed in this life – you will be eternally healed in eternity 
In Mark 2 – when those guys dropped their friend thru the ceiling - they were looking to Jesus as the healer – But Jesus got to the real issue – the real miracle. The miracle of all miracles - sin forgiven 

They dropped in the roof right in front of Jesus - Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” (whaaa! That was not why we did this… But Jesus knew the real issue – the real need) 6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (they were right – Jesus is God alone) 8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? (one you can see – one you cannot – anyone can say words…) 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man (refereeing to himself as the Messiah) has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
6 - Jesus has authority over sin
While John baptized focus on the outside – he said Jesus will deal with the inside – baptizing in the Holy Spirit!

Jesus deals with the inside – the real issue – our selfish attitudes and sinful behavior.
No matter where you have been – what you have done - regardless of your past / present… there is no one beyond the reach of Jesus grace!
You are more than fertilizer you were made for heaven.  Everyone here will live forever somewhere – That is why the Bible was written!
Jesus has all authority – over everything in your entire life. The trials – the sin – the insecurities. With one word can solve
These are very words of Jesus for you today - Mark 1:15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Have you ever truly responded to this verse?
You are loved / you are forgiven / you have a place at the table 

Bag of chips - This is the gospel of Mark – like a bag of your favorite chips. You’re craving it. Imagining it. Can almost taste it. You break it open – and the aroma of processed cheese fills the room – and you see it – and you hear it – and you taste it – and it is good!
(NLT) Psalm 34:8 - Taste and see that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!

